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ASCWU Student Senate Public Meeting
February 23rd, 2026, | SURC Pit

I. Opening Ceremonies
a. Roll Call
Senate Speaker
Senator at Large / Vice-Speaker
Senator for College of Business
Senator for College of Education & Professional Studies
Senator for College of the Sciences
Senator for College of Arts & Humanities
Senator for Graduate Studies
Senator for Undergraduate & Transfer Students
Senator for the Equity & Services Council
Senator at Large
Senator for the Douglass Honors College
Senator for Athletics
Senator for Disability Services
Senator for Veterans Center
Senator of Sustainability
Senator for International Studies

b. Land Acknowledgment
Central Washington University acknowledges the people who have been on this land since time immemorial. The Ellensburg campus is on lands ceded by the Pshwanapum and other bands and tribes of the Yakama Nation in the Treaty of 1855. The Yakama people remain committed stewards of this land, cherishing it and protecting it, as instructed by elders through generations. We are honored and grateful to be here today on their traditional lands, and give thanks to the legacy of the original people, their lives, and their descendants.
[bookmark: _Int_ujpYRhHe][bookmark: _Int_FD7oXb4l]We also recognize the histories of land theft, violence, erasure and oppression of Indigenous communities. It is not enough to only make an acknowledgement. We have a responsibility as occupants of these lands to hear the call to action made by Indigenous peoples, and to support their ongoing fight for sovereignty, equity, justice, healing, and the protection of land resources.
This land acknowledgment was provided by the CWU Diversity and Equity Center.
II. Reading and Approval of 2-2-26 and 2-9-26 Meeting Minutes
III. Adoption of Agenda
IV. Meeting Guidelines
a. Brave space/Safe space
b. Always use inclusive language
c. One mic, one voice
d. Use “I” statements
e. Off the record/on the record
f. Do not yuck my yum
V. Reports of Senate Speaker
a. Athletics Senator Update
i. The Senator for Athletics position has officially been filled by Maddy Harrison. Congratulations to Maddy on this appointment! This senate meeting will mark her first official day, and we are excited to welcome her and look forward to her contributions.
b. Graduate Studies Senator Update
i. The Senator for Graduate Studies position remains unfilled at this time. Although two students previously applied, I have not received any follow-up communication from them. Efforts will continue to identify, and recruit interested students to fill this role.
c. By-Law committee
i. The Student Academic Senate is required to review its bylaws each Spring, and this work must be completed by a dedicated Bylaws Committee made up only of Student Academic Senators. Because the Senate Speaker and Vice Speaker cannot serve on this committee, the next step is to speak with senators who are going to take on this responsibility and begin the review process. Once we have enough senators, the committee can be formally created either by the direction of the Senate Speaker or by a simple majority vote of the Senate. After formation, the committee will review the bylaws, identify needed updates, and prepare recommendations for the full Senate. As part of this process, the Senate will also connect with the Vice President to ensure alignment with ASCWU governing bodies and to support a smooth approval process.
d. BOT Vote of no confidence
i. Central Washington University faculty held a Vote of No Confidence in President Jim Wohlpart after raising concerns about shared governance, transparency, and overall leadership practices. The vote passed with strong support from faculty members, showing significant frustration with the direction of the university. Despite this outcome, the authority to remove or discipline a university president is only decided by the Board of Trustees, and the Board chose not to take action. Instead, the Board of Trustees publicly expressed full confidence in President Wohlpart. Their statements praised his efforts to protect academic programs during enrollment declines, strengthen Title Nine and compliance systems, improve shared governance structures, build Tribal relationships, advance sustainability work, and remain actively engaged with the campus community. As a result, the president remains in his position with the backing of the Board and the Finance and Administration leadership team. Students should stay aware that this situation is ongoing, and that additional updates may follow as discussions continue.
VI. Reports of Senators
a. Senator for College of Arts & Humanities
i. [bookmark: _Int_y82PfheN]Senator Holtz and I have been emailing with the Music Department and are going to schedule a meeting where we can discuss their desire to have a Senate Seat as well as their previous talks about becoming their own college.
b. Senator of Sustainability
i. I have met with my counterpart Jeff Bousson and the Sustainability Coordinator Jordan Spradlin last week. I am happy to share that the Office of Sustainability has been busy. We are bringing 21 students to the Washington Oregon Higher Education Sustainability Conference next month, where CWU students and staff will be sharing their stories, leading, and participating in panels and presentations, collaborating with, and learning from other universities, and taking a sustainability tour of Lumen Field.
ii. [bookmark: _Int_lvUe1VgG]The Student Green Fund Committee is reviewing applications for this cycle, so stay tuned to hear what projects are put into motion! Additionally, a waste receptacle project from last spring is currently getting implemented. I and another student, Hana Reynolds, put together a project to reduce recycling contamination, prepare students for when we acquire a composter, and standardize waste receptacles in the SURC. I am happy to answer questions about this project if any arises.
c. Senator for Undergraduate & Transfer Students
i. [bookmark: _Int_1bFmmDsu]SLICE is hosting a Power of You Leadership conference on March 6th from 11 am – 4 pm in the SURC (free for all students). They will have keynote speakers, workshops, and a lunch panel with a free lunch!
d. Senator for the Douglass Honors College
i. There is an open position in the DHCSA! This is the VP of Academic Affairs, who will serve on the DHCSA (the Doulgas Honors College Student association) and be someone who encourages the academic programming, including SOURCE and the Western Regional Honors College
VII. Presentations
VIII. Unfinished Business
IX. New Business
a. CAT Team Presentation
i. The Adaptive University General Education Catalyst Team (Gen Ed Cat-Team) is a group of CWU faculty and staff who are researching and developing recommendations for the university’s General Education program. The goal of our team is to ensure the General Education program works for you and supports your educational success.
b. Struggling programs
i. Senator for College of Arts & Humanities: As you may know, I am a film major, and right now my department is suffering from a lack of professors. One of our professors had to take an emergency sabbatical this quarter, and I was informed by the CAH Dean that he will not be able to return this next quarter. This leaves most classes in the hands of Philip DeRise. I do want to applaud DeRise for his hard work and dedication. I am wondering if any other programs are struggling with this same issue. I have talked with Christina Barrigan briefly, but I am hoping to meet with her soon to talk about the issue.
X. Reports of Advisors
XI. Announcements
a. Senator for College of Arts & Humanities
i. My event is scheduled for the next quarter. It will be an Art Walk in SURC 137 on April 17th. I will be sending out forms soon for art to display from students and reaching out to the art department for collaboration.
b. Senator at Large
i. House of Wellington: Winter Drag Show coming up this Thursday the 26th! Featuring full drag Wellington, Mik Monet, Madame President Malik, Judas, and others! Volunteer form is out on the Senate Instagram, will help orgs get their hours!
XII. Public Comment 
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