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Associated Students of
Central Washington University
Student Senate


5-11-2026 | SURC Pit

CALL TO ORDER

5:00 PM


ROLL CALL

	Aylin Parrazal - Senate Speaker
Mars Foster – Vice Senate Speaker

Jake Mischke - Senator for the Veterans Center

Senator for the College of Education & 			Professional Studies

Max Henyan - Senator for Sustainability
Sydney Linville - Senator for the College of Arts and 		Humanities

 Senator of Graduate Studies

 Senator of Athletics – Maddy Harrison

Meg Selbig – Senator of the Sciences

Kayla Raasina - Senator of Disability Services

Lesly Portugal – Senator of College of Business 

Moksha Karidhi – Senator of international studies

Alev Ucar – Senator of Transfer and Undergrad

Hadley Ritter – Senator at Large

Ace Larkin – Senator of the Douglas Honors College

Jose Manuel Milanes Gomez – Senator of ESC




APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Senator Foster says they thought they couldn’t be on the ASCWU Senate By-Laws Committee due to being Vice Speaker.

Speaker Parrazal says that they can serve; they just cannot be the chair.

Senator Selbig motions to approve the 5-4-2026 minutes, seconded by Senator Harrison. Motion passes 11-0-3

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Senator Selbig motions to amend the agenda to add the Reports of the Senate Speaker, seconded by Senator Larkin. Motion passes 11-0-3

Senator Foster motions to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Senator Selbig.

Senator Harrison says that she would like to add some things to the agenda.

[bookmark: _Int_62UkzPin]Speaker Parrazal says the motion would have to fail.

Senator Foster withdraws the motion.

Senator Harrison motions to amend the agenda to add the Reports of the Senator of Athletics, seconded by Senator Selbig. Motion passes 11-0-3

Senator Larkin motions to amend the agenda to add Voting Regarding the ASCWU Senate By-law committee discussion, seconded by Senator Selbig. Motion passes 11-0-3

Senator Linville motions to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Senator Milanes Gómez. Motion passes 11-0-3


[bookmark: _Hlk115869738]REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Senate Speaker Reports

[bookmark: _Int_6a08mDxs]Training for Incoming Senator: I want to begin by sharing that I have started training Meg Selbig, who will be stepping into this Senate position. We have already set a full schedule for shadowing, meeting observations, and hands-on preparation throughout the rest of the term. My goal is to make sure they understand the responsibilities of the role, the expectations of Senate, and the communication processes we use when working with administration. I want them to feel confident and supported when they officially step into the position. I congratulate them again for earning this opportunity, and I look forward to helping them transition smoothly.

[bookmark: _Int_edHfGcDo]Canvas System Update: Canvas recently experienced a shutdown due to a security issue. The Provost clarified that the university does not plan to switch to another learning management system. Canvas provides the level of autonomy the university needs, and moving to a new system would require a long and complicated transition that would disrupt both faculty and students. The university is currently reviewing how its data is stored and managed. They are considering whether to keep data stored locally or move toward a Cloud Based system to strengthen security and prevent future issues. This review is ongoing, and updates will be shared as decisions are made.

Attendance Policy Draft: The Provost and Anna completed a revised draft of the university attendance policy. The updated policy expands the list of excused absences to better reflect the needs of students. It now includes religious observations, military service, jury duty, court summons, pregnancy related absences, and university sponsored competitions such as Athletics, Mock Trial, and Music. The policy also encourages faculty to consider excused absences for career-related opportunities, including interviews and professional development events. The goal is to create a more consistent and supportive approach across departments, so students are not penalized for responsibilities or circumstances beyond their control.

[bookmark: _Int_HRczlA5P][bookmark: _Int_ChyLvc32]Farrell Hall Conditions: During Faculty Senate, Dr. Price from the Law and Justice department reported heat issues in Farrell Hall. The air conditioning had been cut that same day, and the windows could not be opened due to the limited airflow and ongoing construction noise outside the building. Some faculty brought their own fans from home, and the university provided industrial fans, but they did not reach the classrooms effectively. Students and faculty reported discomfort and even symptoms from the heat. We brought these concerns to teh Provost. They will be looking into possible solutions that would be relocating classes. On the same day, the fire alarm went off. The cause is still unknown, but there is speculation that the heat or system of malfunction could have triggered it. The university is continuing to investigate. Later update given to me after I wrote this report said that the Fire alarm in Farrell Hall was likely caused by dust. It was not a heat issue. We have pulled a list of all classes currently taught in Farrell. The Registrar’s office has identified alternative locations for every class. Now it is up to the faculty to decide if they want to move. But a plan is in place if they do.

Pregnancy and Parenting Accommodations: We also raised concerns about the lack of baby changing stations, location rooms, and general accommodations for students who are pregnant or parenting. This included issues with the SURC lactation room, such as limited hours and the need for staff to unlock the room, which creates safety concerns if a child is inside and the door closes. We emphasized that students who are pregnant or parenting should not face barriers when accessing basic facilities. The Provost and Kurt Kirstein will be reviewing these concerns. They will also speak with the NAC construction team about adding lactation rooms and baby changing stations in the new building. Additionally, they will address reports of faculty or advisors suggesting online classes or gap years to pregnant students. Students should not be discouraged from continuing their education, and the university will be reinforcing that message. It looks like there are baby changing tables in the NAC (according to the plans). I am still working on getting information regarding the lactation rooms in the SURC and Black Hall.

[bookmark: _Int_743Bt7P6]Time Schedule Changes: Students have been asking about the upcoming class schedule changes, and many believed the new schedule would begin this quarter. The Provost clarified that the change was originally planned for this quarter, but it could not move forward because faculty had already built their course plans and syllabi. Implementing the new schedule without proper preparation would have caused confusion and disruption. The updated schedule will now begin next fall. Joey will be providing a full update on this topic at the next Board of trustees meeting, including the reasoning behind the change and what students can expect moving forward.

REPORTS OF SENATORS

[bookmark: _Int_UTFnRvhH]Lesly Portugal, Senator for College of Business reports: Brewing Dreams is on May 14th in Black Hall 107 3pm to 5pm: Hosted by Academic Senate for the COB (Lesly Portugal) Featuring the owner of Cafe con Arte (Saul), APOYO (IMPACTO), ALPFA and Department of Latino and Latin American Studies. Join us for a night of creativity, coffee, and inspiration at Brewing Dreams: From idea to Cafe, featuring the owner of Cafe con Arte. This special event invites Central Washington University students to connect with a local entrepreneur while enjoying a relaxed Paint N’ Sip coffee experience. The evening will begin with a short talk from the cafe’s owner, who will share their journey of starting and running a community-centered coffee shop in Pasco. Students will hear about the challenges and rewards of entrepreneurship, the importance of culture and community in business, and how creativity can fuel both personal and professional success. After the talk and Q&A, students will participate in a paint session while enjoying light refreshments. Whether you are an experienced artist or just looking for a fun study break, this event is designed to spark creativity, encourage conversation, and celebrate the connection between art, culture, and local business. What to expect is a guess talk from the owner of Cafe con Arte. Student Q&A about entrepreneurship and running a small business. Paint N’ Sip coffee activity, light refreshments and coffee. Networking with fellow students and community members.

Jose Manuel Milanes Gómez, Senator for the Equity & Services Council reports: AUAP had a sports day on Thursday the 7th; meetings are TBD. BSU has their next meeting on Thursday in Black 107, 5 to 7pm; May 16th SHOWTIME ($200 prize). May 22nd is the FASA and BSU collab for Field Day. EQuAl started election nominations; next meeting is Monday 6:30 to 8 in Black 107. FASA has their next meeting May 14th 6:30 to 8 in Black 202; May 16th is the FGSO and FASA collab which is an Animal Shelter/Farmers Market Day! FGSO and LSO are having their collab, “Suns out Dye out” May 13th. LSO introduced elections for their board; link is in their Instagram bio! MECHA elections meeting May 19th! Link is in their Instagram bio if interested in joining!

[bookmark: _Int_UUuGgeLR]Maddy Harrison, Senator of Athletics reports: On April 29th I hosted the Ballots and Bites event, which acted as a way for students and student athletes to get to know their candidates while enjoying good food and music. The event was a success with a turnout of almost 100 people and the majority of attendees taking part in voting and interacting with candidates. In planning for the event, I was faced with multiple challenges, so thank you to everyone that supported me and helped me navigate obstacles as they arrived. Last week I met with a couple of club teams to discuss some of their concerns and frustrations. I followed up with the Director of Athletics in hopes to address some of the miscommunication, and to find out if and how athletics could help aid the situation. I have another meeting scheduled with other club sports for further discussion. On May 5th, Director Francois also attended a BOD meeting to clear up questions regarding the athletic fee increase, and it passed, so please be sure to vote on that. The department also plans to have a meeting with all the athletes to encourage voting on the general ballot. It is crucial that we stress the importance of voting to student athletes, especially as they continue to represent CWU.

PRESENTATIONS

No presentations have been made for this meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business was made for this meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

ASCWU Senate By-Law Committee Discussion

Senator Larkin motions to add Jose Manuel Milanes Gómez to the Senate By-law Committee, seconded by Senator Foster. Motion passes 10-0-4

Senator Milanes Gómez motions to reconsider the Senate action related to the appointment of Vice Speaker Foster to the Bylaw Committee, seconded by Senator Selbig

Senator Foster says that they did not pass the first time.

Speaker Parrazal says can you pull up the-

Senator Foster says that the vote was 6-3-7.

Senator Selbig says that abstentions do not count towards the vote count.

[bookmark: _Int_fpSuotoE]Speaker Parrazal says yes, that was clarified; the abstentions do not count. That was a trouble that they were having in the fall quarter, but they finally addressed it. So, we finally know what abstentions represents.

Senator Henyan asks to clarify why we want to reconsider.

Senator Milanes Gómez says that it is due to some incidents and occurrences of a lack of professionalism and a violation of the student code of conduct for our Student Senators.

Motion passes 11-0-3

REPORT OF ADVISORS

Emilio Gonzalez, ASCWU Advisor reports: General Election; the ballots open this week. Make sure to log into Suitable and cast your votes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jose Manuel Milanes Gómez, Senator for the Equity & Services Council, announces: ESC Meetings Friday 2pm in Black 107!

Ace Larkin, Senator for the Douglas Honors College, announces: There is an All-College meeting for the Honors College at 4 pm in the Honors College Classroom.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was made for this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Time 5:25 PM
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