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Associated Students of
Central Washington University
Student Senate


4-13-2026 | SURC Pit

CALL TO ORDER

5:00 PM


ROLL CALL

	Aylin Parrazal - Senate Speaker
Mars Foster – Vice Senate Speaker

Jake Mischke - Senator for the Veterans Center

Senator for the College of Education & 			Professional Studies

Max Henyan - Senator for Sustainability
Sydney Linville - Senator for the College of Arts and 		Humanities

 Senator of Graduate Studies

 Senator of Athletics – Maddy Harrison

Meg Selbig – Senator of the Sciences

Kayla Raasina - Senator of Disability Services

Lesly Portugal – Senator of College of Business 

Moksha Karidhi – Senator of international studies

Alev Ucar – Senator of Transfer and Undergrad

Hadley Ritter – Senator at Large

Ace Larkin – Senator of the Douglas Honors College

Jose Manuel Milanes Gomez – Senator of ESC




APPROVAL OF MINUTES

No minutes were present to approve of this meeting.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Speaker Parrazal entertains the motion to amend the agenda to add the Senate Speaker report

[bookmark: _Int_1e3cUvhi]Senator Larkin motions to amend the agenda to add the Senate Speaker report, seconded by Senator Linville. Motion passes 10-0-4

Senator Linville motions to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Senator Larkin. Motion passes 12-0-2


[bookmark: _Hlk115869738]REPORTS OF OFFICERS

[bookmark: _Int_ilYZ08uh]Now the CEPS Senator position is vacant. We will not be filling the seat for the rest of the quarter. We appreciate the efforts Senator Holtz has done in this position. We thank you and you will be missed.

REPORTS OF SENATORS

Ace Larkin, Senator for the Douglas Honors College reports: This Thursday, April 16th, there will be an all-college meeting for the Douglas Honors College. It will be in Hebeler Hall Auditorium, Room 121 from 6-7pm. This is a meeting to talk about a reimagine the student leadership within the Douglas Honors College (and this includes McNair as well). This is your chance to share what you are looking for in student leadership. We hope to see you there!

[bookmark: _Int_DvKJJPQE]Max Henyan, Senator of Sustainability reports: Our Sustainability Director, Jeff Bousson, will be on paternity leave through the rest of the spring quarter! Sustainability Coordinator Jordan Spradlin is functioning as the head of the department until then, so contact her for anything relating to the Office of Sustainability.

[bookmark: _Int_tEbcGueT][bookmark: _Int_4oSz8hVa][bookmark: _Int_ePkAdPxf][bookmark: _Int_z82DoNTV][bookmark: _Int_RGNYCqkZ]Jose Manuel Milanes Gómez, Senator for the Equity & Services Council reports: The ASA did not have a meeting last week, but they will be having a meeting this week, April 15th, 5-7pm in Black 107. It is a general meeting. ASU, they are pushing back their Spring Festival to after May 9th, and they will be having a meeting Monday, so today, at 7:30 at Black 201. AUAP had a sports day last Thursday. Next meeting, TBD. BSU has a meeting on Thursday, and they made Spring Resolution Cards. They will have a meeting this Thursday, 5-7pm in Black 107. EQuAl, last Monday they had a general meeting with Kahoot and today they are having a Blackout Poetry Reading from 6:30-8pm in Black 107, and they also did some tabling after the ESC meeting. FASA had their collab with MECHA. Their meetings are Thursdays, weekly, 6:30-8pm in Black 202. FGSO had a meeting last Wednesday with ice cream and sundaes, and the next meeting will be Wednesday, April 15th, 5-6pm in Black 107. LSO Friday, they did perform at the grand opening for the MCC, and there will also be performing at Parade of Nations. They will be having a board meeting today on Monday, and their general meeting will be April 21st; time is still TBD. MECHA met with Joe Klucking and Bill Gomez Buchis regarding the renaming of SURC 135 to get the inside of MECHA’s organization on changing the name of the space. The collab with FOSA was a success. Both orgs filled out Room 107 completely. They played Loteria and it was an amazing culture swap that they had. They will be selling Aguas Cesca in the ESC Night Market next Friday. PISA is currently restructuring and talking to Justin about how to go through processes. Also, ESC Night Market is this Friday, April 17th from 5-7pm in the SURC Corridor. 

PRESENTATIONS

No presentations have been made for this meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Athletic Fee Increase

[bookmark: _Int_JIV7grVY][bookmark: _Int_s7tBjPIu][bookmark: _Int_GXSKkuvC][bookmark: _Int_UqaN5Trf][bookmark: _Int_5sYhIhC2][bookmark: _Int_osNT2iGu][bookmark: _Int_5XBqcFEw][bookmark: _Int_2ZQLbYww][bookmark: _Int_u6l7jW4E]Senator Harrison says that first she is going to tell the Senate a little bit about Athletics and kind of what they do. They are a 350 plus student body or student athlete body and they provide entertainment for the school, of course, some spirit. They also include alumni, donors, community members, and all those kinds of people. We are a huge part of the student experience, and they basically provide all of the sports events and everything that you can see. They also have huge outreach for community service. For Valentines Day, they went to an Elderly Home, and they made cute little Valentines for them. So, they do a lot outside of athletics as well, but they are primarily funded by the school, but also the student athletic fee, which is paid by students and currently is about $56 per quarter. What they want to do is get that increased to about $76 or $74.67 per quarter with a 3% inflationary annual cost. So basically, that would put them at about $225 per student annually, which sounds like a lot, but that fee has not been adjusted since 2014 and is a huge part of their revenue and because it has not been adjusted since 2014. If you guys did not know, we have had a big drop in enrollment since basically the pandemic and so we have lost about Half a million dollars' worth of revenue. That has been affecting their programs, and it is going to continue to have a significant effect on their programs, especially as inflation keeps going up. The price of one trip to say like SFU is about double what it used to be in 2014, so that decrease in funding has pretty much had about $1 million effect on our program. So, what this fee would do is it would basically allow us to put more into obviously traveling and going to these events, which helps the school with their visibility, like school spirit, everything. Nobody wants a school with trash sports anyways, so it would be like $74.67 per quarter. That is still well below the threshold of most other school’ athletic fees. She thinks Western’s quarterly fee is $80. Western Oregon’s $100. Then there are schools like West Texas, which are over $200. So, it would be a $25 fee raise. She feels that would still be a pretty negligible amount compared to what really, they could be charging and per student, it would be a small percentage for the students, and it would make a huge difference for their programs. So, what they are asking for as a department is just to raise that quarterly fee to $74.67 with a 3% annual inflationary cost and that would go on for 11 years and then it would stabilize once again. So, it would cap in 2037-ish and that would be around $90 at that point. 

Senator Foster says that they knew S&A last year; they cut Rugby, which was our only D1 sport. They are curious because they did that to save costs; they are assuming, because D1 is incredibly expensive to upkeep. Is this fee directly benefiting D1 Rugby? And if so, why is it being raised even though we no longer have a D1 program?

[bookmark: _Int_91vzC3Ix]Senator Harrison says that it was definitely good for them, but the issue with Rugby was yes; it brought in a lot of revenue, but it cost much more to keep running. It would cost a lot in travel fees and training. They were spending a lot more than what they were making off of it, and it got to the point that they had to take from other programs. Even after taking it out, other programs are still being affected.

[bookmark: _Int_SgPNeB9p]Senator Foster asks if the majority of the funding came from S&A or this fee.

[bookmark: _Int_oz6NHa2d][bookmark: _Int_NfsvU6vH][bookmark: _Int_ztMUq7Rj][bookmark: _Int_fXHpFDzE]President Hondo says that he wanted to provide some clarification. Rugby was not part of S&A funding; it came from Athletics. So, athletics had explained to the last years BOD that should Rugby get to the point where they needed to cut a sport, Rugby was going to be the first to go. Senator Harrison said, it became exceptionally expensive for them to regularly have to keep affording it because they had to pay all of those costs. All of those sports come out of athletics itself as its own department. So, this fee was still active last year, and it is still active now.

[bookmark: _Int_4NBX2Srt][bookmark: _Int_CdAcNr4Z][bookmark: _Int_qbHYSFRB]Senator Foster says that they were mainly confused on whether or not this fee was directly funding Rugby, because you would think that it would go down now that we no longer have that program, but instead it is going up. They do not have any issues with that; they are just curious about how the systems are running internally.

[bookmark: _Int_RoCP5pnk][bookmark: _Int_y7mc1LJA]Senator Harrison says that mostly it has to do with the fact that it is an inflation thing. A bus trip that did cost $2000 now costs $5000. Even though they cut that, prices are still rising. Now that programs are getting more competitive, they have to go further out to find the same competition. So, things are just getting more expensive overall and since that fee has not been adjusted since 2014. And also, that drop in enrollment too; that was one of the biggest hits to their program.

[bookmark: _Int_tj4yBrSy][bookmark: _Int_riBqcfC4]President Hondo says that when they had a talk with President Wolhpart and Dennis from the Athletics Department last year was that some sports are covered the farther, they go in competition and some of their costs. Rugby was not one of those sports where the further that they went; those costs were being covered by the NCAA. Some of our teams like our Football Teams, for example, the part that they make it, they cover the cost for all the travel and the players. Rugby was not one of those sports, so anytime they advance consistently, which they were, all of those costs were coming consistently out of athletics’ own pocket rather than other special professional organizations covering the cost for the players. That is what was shared with us last year by President Wolhpart and Dennis. That is one of the reasons why they cut the program was because they just could not keep up with having to pay for all of those travel costs for the plane tickets for food or anything else for their player, insurance, things like that.

Speaker Parrazal asks since President Hondo stated some of the programs that are covered by their own organizations, how much of this fee does it cover. Is it just trips or fees like Rugby?

Senator Harrison says no that it can cover a multitude of things. It can cover recruitment costs, travel costs, and any costs that may not be paid for by those outside organizations. It does not go to one specific area necessarily. It can also just be used for equipment or things like that.

Speaker Parrazal asks do you have outside funding that covers it. Do you have consistent revenue?

[bookmark: _Int_5TlB6ubM][bookmark: _Int_sc0rXkul][bookmark: _Int_K2JsIey0]Senator Harrison says that they get a good amount from the school. Basically, whatever the school decides to give to them. Yes, they do have consistent donors, but that makes a sliver of their overall costs. They do fundraisers at like football selling tickets, so they make money off that. When they do fundraisers, each sport is responsible for doing that themselves. Cross countries usually make a few thousand maybe. They do have other funding, but it is about 25-30%. Maybe more that came from that fee, and now it is under 20% of their funding.

[bookmark: _Int_urW40zXg][bookmark: _Int_UDUzcMN0]President Hondo says that the CWU website specifically lists the fee itself. So, on the student side, when the student pays the fee, this was a student voting fee. So, this was a voluntary fee that was created by the student body. This allows all students to access all the athletic events on campus. So only the Ellensburg students pay this fee, the center students do not pay this fee, and the online students do not pay this fee. That is again, because it is geared for you if you pay this fee, then you have access to the athletic events on the campus with the football games, the volleyball games, the basketball games, etcetera. This fee allows all students to access it. How the internal department chooses to utilize it depends on the cover of staff salaries, programming salaries, travel costs, insurance, athletics gear, things like that. That is all determined by the individual department. It does not specifically list the cost to go into the game. That is because the athletics fee covers that particular cost. If this fee were established for online students and center students, which it would not, then possibly you would not have to look at the increased support, but because it specifically is an Ellensburg only on in-person on-campus fee. It was established through a legal RCW as a student voted fee

Speaker Parrazal says this is also an opportunity to say what your opinion is on the fee.

Senator Foster motions to bring this to the BOD to put it on the ballot for the next election cycle, seconded by Senator Harrison. Motion passes 8-0-6

NEW BUSINESS

No New Business was made for this meeting.

REPORT OF ADVISORS

Advisor Emillio Gonzalez reports: Tonight at 6, so right after this, SURC 137 is the Election Commission’s next event. They call it Chips, Chats, and Candidates. There are going to be some provided questions and opportunities for students to mingle with candidates, hopefully start conversations. If you have any questions, let me know. Thank you!

Senator Foster asks if candidates are tabling or if it walks up and talks.

Advisor Emillio Gonzalez says tabling.

Speaker Parrazal says please show support and show up and meet the people that are running for your position.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Senator Milanas Gómez announces: ESC Night Market, this Friday, 5-7pm in the SURC Corridor. Please show up, support the orgs.

[bookmark: _Int_a4HVJjON][bookmark: _Int_6ePx2Z50]Senator Foster announces: Preview Day took place this Saturday. If you guys have any input about it, please let me know. There is currently a form out. It is specifically for ambassadors, but if any Senators have input about specific things regarding their college, especially their deans' presentations, definitely bring that to me, and I will let the organizers know.

PUBLIC COMMENT

[bookmark: _Int_0TYr8YmO][bookmark: _Int_AhKspbqk][bookmark: _Int_ANu9Fdi2][bookmark: _Int_cWcciNv3][bookmark: _Int_8SiubVFi]President Hondo says number one, some of the BOD and the staff will be gone starting Friday, will be gone over at the WSA conference over in Bellingham. There has been a slight shift in the WSA structures right now with the departure of WSU Pullman. We have also received confirmation that UW Seattle is not far behind, and they are actively drafting the resolution to withdraw, and most likely, WSU Vancouver will equally not be far behind. So, we will be trying to address those changes inside of the General Assembly this weekend. So, if anybody has any thoughts on those, please let me, Speaker Parrazal, EVP Matheson, or anybody who is going to know, just because this is going to be a very interesting weekend to see how we navigate the losses of several campuses. With that being said, though, some members of the board of directors are working on building a new organization with other fellow campuses. So, we will keep members of the Senate in the loop on that process. Second thing, there is a QR code. Please make sure to scan that if you can. That has three of the awards that Emilio and I need to get ordered before the Gala at the beginning of May. and so, these awards will be given out at the Gala. Anybody who is on that roster for each of the awards is eligible. So just make sure to read it and then nominate somebody. Try to have that before the end of May. So, Emillio and I have time to go in and take a look at the results and make sure we get the proper names, and everything ordered. That is all I have.

Speaker Parrazal says that the other QR code that they have right there on their desk, please make sure to scan those. Those are the awards specifically for the Senate. So, make sure to scan that.

Director Harmon says that he was just going to remind the Senate that he sent in the Teams for the ASCWU, but please sign up for the Women in Law Day. If you are questioning going, just sign up. It is easier just to tell him that they cannot go. The forum is going to close potentially on Wednesday, so if you do not sign up then, he cannot really add them later, so please just sign up early. Sign up today. Tell your friends to sign up, please.

ADJOURNMENT

Time 5:31 PM
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