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ASCWU Executive Board Public Meeting Minutes
3.9.26 | SURC Pit

Call To Order 
President Hondo calls the meeting to order at 3:00 pm

Roll Call
President 
Executive Vice President 
Senate Speaker
Director of Governmental Affairs 
Director of Student Life & Facilities 
Director of Equity and Multicultural Affairs
ASCWU Advisor

Reading and Approval of Minutes
EVP Matheson motions to approve the 2.23.26 meeting minutes, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion passes, 5-0-1

Reading and Approval of Agenda
EVP Matheson motions to amend the agenda by moving Unfinished Business below New Business, seconded by Director Oulcaid
Motion passes, 5-0-1
EVP Matheson motions to amend the agenda to add the gala foundation request under new business, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion passes, 5-0-1
Director Oulcaid motions to amend the agenda to add a report, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion passes, 5-0-1
Speaker Parrazal Bravo motions to amend the agenda to add a report, seconded by EVP Matheson 
Motion passes, 5-0-1
Director Harman motions to amend the agenda to add a report, seconded by EVP Matheson
Motion passes, 5-0-1
EVP Matheson motions to amend the agenda to add a report, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion passes, 5-0-1
EVP Matheson motions to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Director Oulcaid
Motion passes, 5-0-1

REPORTS
President
N/A

EVP
Committees:
Continuing conversations with Committees to update the committee form for the next academic year
Receptionist:
Finished hiring the ASCWU Receptionist positions: Dana Culley and Abby Tutuko
S&A:
S&A Deliberations occurred over the weekend, final recommendations will be sent out by the end of this weekend
CAT Team:
Me, Director Silva Cabrera, and Director Harman will have a meeting with the CAT Team this week

Senate Speaker 
Enrollment Delays:
Students are being enrolled late due to unresolved financial aid issues, and three students were affected this quarter. The cause of these delays is still unknown. Late enrollment disrupts students’ academic progress and creates challenges for instructors who must adjust coursework after the term has begun.

Academic Affairs Committee:
Student athletes and music majors are experiencing difficulties with attendance accommodations. Some faculty are not excusing absences for university‑supported competitions and events because the current attendance policy labels these activities as “sponsored by the university” rather than direct university representation. Faculty are concerned that this language change will further disadvantage students who must travel or perform as part of their academic or athletic responsibilities. They believe these absences should qualify as automatic exemptions rather than situations where students must negotiate for their grades. The Academic Affairs Committee stated that defining or enforcing such exemptions is outside their jurisdiction. Their work is limited to drafting general attendance language, and final decisions remain with individual professors. They have contacted SLICE, Music, Athletics, and COTS for input, but only Athletics has responded.

Budget Update:
The Governor has implemented a 1.5 percent reduction across higher education. As a result, Central Washington University is projecting an $8.8 million budget deficit for the next academic year.
APOYO:
Director Silva Cabrera and I will be meeting with APOYO this Thursday
ESC Senator:
	The ESC Senator will be allowed to finish this quarter. I am waiting for a reply from the elections commission about potentially having an interim train for replacement.

Director of Equity and Multicultural Affairs
Spring Signature Events:
FASA Pilipino Culture Night - Friday, May 1st, 5-8 pm, SURC Ballrooms
MEChA Corazón De Cultura - Saturday, May 2nd, 6-9 pm, SURC Ballrooms
ASU Spring Festival - Saturday, May 9th, 2-5 pm, SURC Corridor 
BSU Showtime - Saturday, May 16, 6-8 pm, SURC Ballrooms
ASA African Night - Friday, May 22nd, 5-8 pm, SURC Ballrooms
PISA Polyfest - Saturday, May 30th, 6-9pm, SURC Ballrooms
EQuAl Amateur Drag Dinner, Thursday, June 4th, 5-8 pm, Holmes Dining 
EQuAl Professional Drag Show - Friday, June 5th, 6-8 pm, SURC Ballroom
EQuAl Kittitas County Pride - Saturday, June 6th, 11-1 am, Rodeo Fairgrounds 
FASA is having a Fundraiser March 12-13th from 12:00-3:00 PM in the SURC corridor and will be selling Ube Cookies
WSA Task force:
We finally finished the definitions for each section, so the completed doc will be posted in our teams page!
We have started deliberating on what exec positions to keep, and CWU is urging for the keeping of the exec director, VP of Diversity, and VP of Legislative Affairs 

Director of Governmental Affairs
Passed/Advanced:
Passports to Careers WCG (SB 5963): Automatically qualifies Passport to Careers eligible students for Washington College Grant aid; passed both chambers and is with the Governor to sign.
FAFSA/WASFA (SB 5841): Integrates tracking of FAFSA/WASFA progress into high school beyond plans; passed both chambers and awaits Governor's action.
Forged Digital Likeness (SB 5886): Expands personality rights to protect against unauthorized deepfakes/AI likenesses; passed both chambers (House 85-9 recently).
WWU Student Unionization (HB 1570): Grants collective bargaining rights to non-academic student workers at Western Washington University; passed both chambers and heads to the Governor.
MASK COVERING - (SB 5855) Concerning the use of face coverings by law enforcement officers. - passed both chambers and heading to the governor!
DEAD/Stalled:
SAFE Act (SB 5906): Limits immigration enforcement (e.g., warrants needed) in schools, health facilities, etc.; passed Senate but stalled in House on second reading 

Director of Student Life and Facilities
Wellington Drag show:
Shoutout to Senator Foster, it was a great success!
Power of You:
Student Life & Facilities was at the power of you, thank you to SLICE for setting up great opportunities for students
Mariners Night is April 11th 
Wellington Closet is getting expanded
SURC partners meeting 
Found the Alumni Bell, it will be picked up

Reports of Advisor
The candidate filing form went live, we have had quite a few students sign up already!

New Business
Spring GA and Committee Student Guidelines:
EVP Matheson motions to forgo new business items until the next meeting for time, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion passes, 5-0-1

Wildcat Pantry Fee Increase:
Charles – I am the Wildcat Pantry Coordinator, and have been since August of 2025. I used to be the Senate Speaker and a Senator before that. Over the past year, we have seen a lot of growth in the pantry. Starting with what the pantry does, it is a supplemental resource for students. The current fee for every student is $6. This funds two student staff, while HB 1559 funds 5 student staff. Last year, we had about 10,001 visits and 1,067 registered shoppers. Tracked once a week, we have already served that 6,000 this year. We have seen around 10% growth from last year. Each student gets 25 points a week that resets on Sunday. Students can shop around like a grocery store, and only need to check out as they leave, which is a unique system to this pantry. We try to record as little information as we can for their pantry accounts to respect privacy. We are restocked with snacks and quick meals bi-weekly, and then we have the food recovery program partnership with dining services. So for the fee increase, we have a two options - $11 and $15. This increase would last 4-5 years and allow for more staff, more open hours, and more programs. We get requests for things like more frozen meals and more dietary restricted meals, but those tend to be more expensive. This increase would allow for more of those options, allow us to provide more perishable items, and allow us to restock weekly. The $15 option would allow us to hire 5 more student staff and expand our grab-and-go locations. It would also allow us to put into effect a few new programs. The ResLife Recharge will be a system where a number of students (60) can place orders for meal and hygiene kits that will be delivered each Friday. The Emergency Meal Assistance Program will add $30 to 166 student’s meal plans that are facing short-term food insecurity if they have used up their meal plan money before the quarter ends. Finally, the Scenic Snacks program will allow students to submit proof of going camping or backpacking and provide free food kits for their trip. This will hopefully encourage more students to go and do outdoor activities. With the $11 fee increase, we wouldn’t be able to fully put these programs in effect, and wouldn’t be able to hire as many staff or increase the pantry hours as much.
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – How many staff do you currently have?
Charles – We currently have 7 student staff
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – What tasks would the additional 5 staff do?
Charles – They wouldn’t have specific jobs, but instead help all around. This would allow us to do a better job restocking the shelves regularly and allow us to get more projects done in the back. 
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – Do you have volunteers?
Charles – We have had to take a step back and look at what tasks volunteers should be allowed to do as opposed to staff and make a clear line between paid and unpaid duties. So this limits everything that the volunteers can do. To still get as much state funding, we have to show them that we couldn’t just do everything volunteer based.
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – Do you apply for grants?
Charles – Yes we do, but applying for grants is tricky. Because we are attached to the school, which isn’t a nonprofit, we then don’t qualify for being a nonprofit. 
President Hondo – Just to clarify, the current fee is $6?
Charles – Yes
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – Does the university give you any money?
Charles – We have a foundation account that relies on donors, but it is not consistent and it is depleted right now. For example, when we renovated the pantry, we spent 90 grand on furniture and things but the account hasn’t reached that much money since. 
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – Have you asked other university’s pantries how they operate?
Charles – Yes, we have. But Central’s pantry is more advanced then other schools’. Other pantries are smaller and have to rely on volunteers and donations from stores and things. They don’t receive administrative support like we do.
President Hondo – Would either of these options allow for an expansion in the food recovery program?
Charles – For that program, we are reliant on how much leftover food there is from dining, and they have been really trying this year to limit how much there is. We also have a limit of 100 bowls due to space, but we usually only receive 30-50 bowls. 
EVP Matheson – So looking at these options, there will be either a double or triple in student’s funding?
Charles  - Yes
EVP Matheson – How will students know about the pantry and these programs?
Charles – We have talked about potentially speaking at incoming students’ day. I have spoken with the person that plans week of welcome and orientation. Last year, we were not able to table or present at any of these events, so a lot of our growth has just been through word-of-mouth which has had a big impact. Luckily with these fees, they will be proportional to the number of incoming students. 
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – Is the Emergency Meal Assistance program only for students that live on campus?
Charles – No, that program is for anyone with a connection card. 
President Hondo – I would recommend putting both options on the ballot for students to decide.
EVP Matheson – I understand the stance to put both on there, but with how much growth the pantry has seen, I think only the $15 fee should be put on the ballot. 
Speaker Oulcaid – Yes, the $11 fee does the basics, but the $15 fee would be much more impactful. This isn’t that much compared to other fees that we pay.
Director Silva Cabrera – The pantry is very useful. It helped me when I ran out of meal plan money when I was a Freshman. 
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – The pantry is amazing and super important for a lot of students. I think doing the $15 option is a good idea.
President Hondo – I agree. The $11 fee would be more like a band aid on the issue.
EVP Matheson motions to put the basic needs fee increase of $15 on the ballot, seconded by Director Oulcaid
Motion passes, 5-0-1

Women Appreciation Month:
Director Silva Cabrera – I would like to appreciate the women in student government by making a social media post. My team can make it, we just need photos from each department by Tuesday.
President Hondo – My team has been working hard on our social media presence, so we can help. 

Funding Request for Gala – 
President Hondo – Meg has put this sheet together with items for the gala that will be taking place June 6th.
Director Oulcaid – These pictures are a bit too small to see
Hondo – We can get bigger pictures, but I recommend tabling this
EVP Matheson motions to table the funding request until the next meeting, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion passes, 5-0-1

Unfinished Business
Elections Committee Packet:
EVP Matheson – I would recommend putting in page numbers
Emilio – Absolutely. So there have been some changes in wording in a few different places. We have streamlined how the different forms currently function, along with making some changes to the enforcements for the code of conduct. The ESC can have candidates come and speak as long as it is far for all candidates. Endorsements by faculty and community orgs are not allowed. We discussed more about what we meant by student-to-student interactions. We clarified that fines will be collected from the candidates spending cap. The candidates will come speak in front of the BOD on April 6th. If there are 3 or more candidates for one position, there will be a primary election, which would shift the calendar.
Speaker Parrazal Bravo – What if a student spends over their spending cap and then gets fined? Do they have to pay out of pocket? Do they get disqualified?
Emilio – If a student goes over, I believe, 10% of their spending cap that is an automatic disqualification. 
President Hondo – I don’t think that RSO’s should be restricted the same way that student government members are. 
Emilio – The intent behind that is to limit students that hold power from swaying the election by endorsing a candidate. Do you want that to be changed?
President Hondo – Clubs are a different story and shouldn’t have the same restrictions.
EVP Matheson – In previous elections, RSO’s have opted to step out and not endorse a candidate, but others have. I think they should have the option to choose.
Emilio – I see. I think that the intent is that each student has the time and space to decide how they want to vote. 
EVP Matheson – Maybe RSO’s can just have different and more specific restrictions. I don’t think it’s fair to cut out all of those students’ voices.
President Hondo – Yes, we have so many clubs on campus. Also, restricting more and more parties will just end up creating a lower voter turnout.
Emilio – If RSO’s could endorse, do you think more students would vote?
President Hondo – I think that more clubs being involved will get more students involved.
Director Oulcaid – Does that mean members of ESC and RSO’s can’t serve on campaign teams?
Emilio – No, I think it is just for endorsing candidates
Chesca – I thought that it was both for endorsing and for serving on campaign teams
Emilio – We will clarify that
EVP Matheson motions to extend the meeting by ten minutes, seconded by Speaker Parrazal Bravo
Motion Passes, 5-0-1
Speaker Parrazal Bravo motions to table the election commission discussion until the next meeting, EVP Matheson seconds
Motion passes, 5-0-1
	
Announcements
EVP Matheson - Working Wildcats meetings for Spring Quarter will now be Thursdays 6-7 in the Discovery Hall
Director Oulcaid - ESC meetings 2-4pm on Fridays in Black Hall 107
Speaker Parrazal Bravo - Senate meetings Mondays from 5-6pm in the SURC Pit

Public Comment
Sydney – I was just informed that CAH is losing an advisor, so most English majors and English teaching will now report to different advisors.
Jose – MEChA’s Week of Action begins today at 5pm. We will have loads of different events throughout the week, ending with a march through campus and a candlelight vigil for families that have been torn apart and people that have died at the hands of ICE.
Jada – There is a survey QR code in the office for an advisor survey, so please fill that out

President Hondo adjourns the meeting at 4:01 pm.
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