	
	
	



	[image: ]
	

Associated Students of
Central Washington University
Student Senate


2-23-2026 | SURC Pit

CALL TO ORDER

5:01 PM


ROLL CALL

	Aylin Parrazal - Senate Speaker
Mars Foster – Vice Senate Speaker

Jake Mischke - Senator for the Veterans Center

Alasdair Holtz - Senator for the College of Education & 			Professional Studies

Max Henyan - Senator for Sustainability
Sydney Linville - Senator for the College of Arts and 		Humanities

 Senator of Graduate Studies

 Senator of Athletics – Maddy Harrison

Meg Selbig – Senator of the Sciences

Kayla Raasina - Senator of Disability Services

Lesly Portugal – Senator of College of Business 

Moksha Karidhi – Senator of international studies

Alev Ucar – Senator of Transfer and Undergrad

Hadley Ritter – Senator at Large

Ace Larkin – Senator of the Douglas Honors College

Jerry Fussell – Senator of ESC




APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Senator Foster motions to approve the 2-2-26 minutes, seconded by Senator Selbig. Motion passes 10-0-5

Senator Larkin motions to approve the 2-9-26 minutes, seconded by Senator Selbig. Motion passes 10-0-5

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Senator Selbig motions to approve the agenda, seconded by Senator Ritter. Motion fails 0-10-5

Senator Linville motions to amend the agenda to add the New Business item that their meeting has been scheduled for February 25th, seconded by Senator Foster. Motion passes 10-0-5

Senator Foster motions to amend the agenda under announcements to change their wording; the volunteer form is not currently out and will be some time tomorrow, seconded by Senator Larkin. Motion passes 10-0-5

Senator Selbig motions to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Senator Larkin. Motion passes 10-0-5


[bookmark: _Hlk115869738]REPORTS OF OFFICERS


Senate Speaker Reports:

Athletics Senator update: The Senator for Athletics position has officially been filled by Maddy Harrison. Congratulations to Maddy on this appointment! This senate meeting will mark her first official day, and we are excited to welcome her and look forward to her contributions.

Graduate Studies Senator Update: The Senator for graduate Studies position remains unfilled at this time. Although two students previously applied, I have not received any follow-up communication from them. Efforts will continue to identify, and recruit interested students to fill this role.

By-Law committee: The Student Academic Senate is required to review its bylaws each Spring, and this work must be completed by a dedicated Bylaws Committee made up only of Student Academic Senators. Because the Senate Speaker and Vice Speaker cannot serve on this committee, the next step is to speak with senators who are going to take on this responsibility and begin the review process. Once we have enough Senators, the committee can be formally created either by the direction of the Senate Speaker or by a simple majority vote of the Senate. After formation, the committee will review the bylaws, identify needed updates, and prepare recommendations for the full Senate. As part of this process, the Senate will also connect with the Vice President to ensure alignment with ASCWU governing bodies and to support a smooth approval process.

BOT Vote of no confidence: Central Washinton University faculty held a Vote of no confidence in President Jim Wohlpart after raising concerns about shared governance, transparency, and overall leadership practices. The vote passed with strong support from faculty members, showing significant frustration with the direction of the university. Despite this outcome, the authority to remove or discipline a university president is only decided by the Board of Trustees, and the Board chose not to take action. Instead, the Board of Trustees publicly expressed full confidence in President Wohlpart. Their statements praised his efforts to protect academic programs during enrollment declines, strengthen Title Nine and compliance systems, improve shared governance structures, build Tribal relationships, advance sustainability work, and remain actively engaged with the campus community. As a result, the president remains in his position with the backing of the Board and the Finance and Administration leadership team. Students should stay aware that this situation is ongoing, and that additional updates may follow as discussions continue.

REPORTS OF SENATORS

Sydney Linville, Senator for College of Arts & Humanities reports: Senator Holtz and I have been emailing with the Music Department and are going to schedule a meeting where we can discuss their desire to have a Senate Seat as well as their previous talks about becoming their own college.

Max Henyan, Senator of Sustainability reports: I have met with my counterpart Jeff Bousson and the Sustainability Coordinator Jordan Spradlin last week. I am happy to share that the Office of Sustainability has been busy. We are bringing in 21 students to the Washington Oregon Higher Education Sustainability Conference next month, where CWU students and staff will be sharing their stories, leading, and participation in panels and presentations, collaborating with, and learning from other universities, and taking a sustainability tour of Lumen Field.

Senator Henyan Further reports: The Student Green Fund Committee is reviewing applications for this cycle, so stay tuned to hear what projects are put into motion! Additionally, a waste receptacle project from last spring is currently getting implemented. I and another student, Hana Reynolds, put together a project to reduce recycling contamination, prepare students for when we acquire a composter, and standardize waste receptacles in the SURC. I am happy to answer questions about this project if any arises.

[bookmark: _Int_jMT9bxjk]Alev Ucar, Senator for Undergraduate & Transfer Students reports: SLICE is hosting a Power of You Leadership conference on March 6th from 11 am – 4 pm in the SURC (free for all students). They will have keynote speakers, workshops, and a lunch panel with free lunch!

Ace Larkin, Senator for the Douglas Honors College reports: There is an open position in the DHCSA! This is the VP of Academic Affairs, who will serve on the DHCSA (the Douglas Honors College Student association) and be someone who encourages academic programming, including SOURCE and the Western Regional Honors College.


PRESENTATIONS

CAT Team Presentation

Ellen Biorgi says hello and thank you for letting them come to talk to you. She is a professor in the IT Management department.

Mike Harrod introduces himself and says he is a professor of sociology and a part of the CAT team.

Ellen Biorgi says they are part of the Adaptive University Initiative, and they are the General Education Catalyst team. Specifically, they are part of the student consultation subgroup. They are job that they have been tasked with, and they all have volunteered for this because they think it is pretty important is to analyze, evaluate, review, and make suggested revisions or a completely new model to the general education program here at Central Washington University. A huge part of that is consulting as many groups on campus as they can. They feel that talking to students, the people who will be in the curriculum and taking classes is one of the most important things they can do. They are trying to talk to everyone they can. They have a survey running and they are going to keep going until the end of winter quarter so that they can pull student input and just figure out how we feel about the program, what’s worked, what has not worked, what we need, and what we would like. They were so excited when they could come talk to everyone and get their feedback and any suggestions they might have as well as what else they can do. Any experiences with the Gen Ed program, they would love to hear.

Senator Foster says they have a question about how they will change things. They have a friend right now who took a class to fulfill one of their requirements and then two years later, that class no longer counted for that requirement. They had to take a biology class in the middle of their practicum, so they did not love that. They are wondering if the CAT team has any solutions to prevent things like that from happening and delaying graduation dates or possibly making people take Gen. Eds on top of practicums or other large assignments.

Ellen Biorgi says that it is an excellent question. What should happen in an ideal perfect world is that you should complete your degree in the catalog year that you started. So, in a perfect world, even if the program changes, you stay in your catalog year, and they keep offering the courses that are part of that catalog until they have gotten everyone cycled through.

Mike Harrod says that it really shocked him that their (Senator Foster) friend was advised to take a class after they had already completed it based upon their catalog year. That really should not have happened.

Ellen Biorgi says that it sounds like they’re already taking a huge load and are in a pretty intense program. Please know that curriculum is a very slow-moving beast. They have a lot of committees, and all they are doing is making suggestions that may or may not be approved by the people that they are taking them to. So, Faculty Senate, the Provost. All they really are a recommended body, so they are trying to make the best possible recommendation. She will include what Senator Foster mentioned, the concern about credits and changes in the program, and continuity for students. She will incorporate that into their thinking and planning. Thank you very much.

Senator Ritter says she does not know if they oversee telling the freshman how many credits, they should take for Gen. Eds. She recalls she got told a couple of times you only need to take 12 credits every quarter to be one track and right now she is a Junior and are taking 20 credits until she graduates. She is in overload every quarter because she got behind because some people told her it is okay to only take 12 and then others would say take 12 to 15. So, it is not clear, and she feels like it would be helpful to students on scholarship or FASFA because they must pay for summer quarters to catch up.

Mike Harrod says that is unfortunate, and he can give details for the reasoning behind that. In an ideal world, as he understands, students should take at least 15 credits per term in order to graduate in four years. 12 is the federal minimum that’s considered full time. That was less than ideal advice, frankly, but they will raise it.

Ellen Biorgi says that she will make sure that they talk about the problems of inconsistent advising and that whatever program is put forward needs to have clear guidelines. A concern that was raised early by a student athlete about how their needs for the Gen. Eds are very different because of the responsibilities of being a student athlete and away games and practices and those early morning weight training sessions and all those things that they have. There are so many different student journeys through the university. It is a challenge to figure out one program that will work for everyone, but they are trying to figure it out.

Senator Selbig says that they said when they implement the program, they would run based off your catalog year for graduation courses. What about transfer students? For example, she is a first-year student, so her admin year is 2025, but she graduates in a year and a half and she has already done all of her Gen. Eds. Would she have to end up taking extra Gen. Eds, lose credits, anything like that?

Ellen Biorgi says she is assuming Senator Selbig is coming in on a DTA direct transfer agreement. She cannot foresee them changing that rule that the DTA no longer counts for their Gen. Eds.

Senator Selbig asks what if they are one class short of the DTA.

Mike Harrod says that one thing to keep in mind is that there is a difference between the Gen. Ed requirements and university graduation requirements, but not necessarily all university graduation requirements. That will be based upon, so if you (Senator Selbig) just came in, it will be based on 2025 if he heard her correctly.

Senator Selbig says okay.

Senator Harrison says they do not know about the point Senator Ritter made about the 12-credit issue. They are a freshman right now and are taking completely Gen. Eds and they were also being told that 12 credits are completely fine and that they are on track. Their question is also with advising, because a lot of their friends on their team and outside of sports are having a lot of issues with advising and kind of being misled. What steps would they (the CAT team) take?

Ellen Biorgi says change the advising and make that more consistent. 

Mike Harrod says that questions of advising is a little outside of their scope, but generically speaking, you need 180 credits to graduate from Central Washington University and so if you split that by 12 quarters, that basically works out to be 15 credits per term to get 180 in four years. That assumes that you do not have any classes to make up for. What he means by that is that you have already taken English 101 straight away, that you are taking college level math straight away, that sort of thing. Then depending upon your major, you may have to take additional courses because certain majors have higher, say, math requirements than other majors. So, there are a lot of factors that go into it. He does not want to step on the toes of athletics by any stretch of the imagination. You folks who are in athletics are doing more than the average student, so he does not want to get too far ahead of their advising. From a purely mathematical standpoint, you need to about 15 credits per term and or take a summer session to catch up on that, although that is a different fee structure and all kinds of stuff, although financial aid should cover that. Speaking as a former student who took a tremendous amount of financial aid in order to complete their degree, he took summer classes and it was always paid for by his financial aid.

Elen Biorgi says that they can give guidelines on advising for Gen. Ed program that they suggest and make sure that they are very clearly articulating the credit structure, the requirements. There was a suggestion at the previous meeting that they recommended pathways and timing and pacing for students. While advising does kind of fall of the entire university program do fall outside of their purview; they can send the message to people who do have that. 

Mike Harrod says that if anybody wants to send him particular examples, those are helpful. He will extract out any form of personal identification.

Elen Biorgi says she will as well. One of the people on the BOD said it is hard to be a student athlete when you have in person classes and some professors who will be very lenient with due dates and others who will be mire hard line. There are certain programs like music that are very intensive in terms of requirements and being a student athlete is very intensive. One of the things they can explore in their research is ways that they can create a more flexible and accommodating general education program that takes into account that we want our general education to help form well-rounded individuals who have a foundational knowledge in many areas and the ability to think critically about these areas and form their own opinions ad do all these wonderful things. Being well rounded does not just mean taking up a general education program. It means being a student athlete, an artist, a performer, and a scientist. They want people to be able to do all those wonderful things and to make sure that logic and critical thinking are in there too.

Speaker Parrazal says that some people have to play catchup. Over the years they have stopped paying for the summer quarter. Now you must rely on scholarships to pay for that because she was trying to do the same thing and they told her because of budget cuts of the government, they have now lessened the people taking financial aid on during summer.

Mike Harrod says that it is dumb.

Speaker Parrazal says thank you.

Senator Linville said they wanted to have one ideal pathway to Gen. Eds. She was wondering if people are coming in with 2-year degrees, with an AS or an Associates of Applied Science. Those things they come in are not all their Gen. Ed requirements. Is there a way to have it be a little bit where it is like here is your ideal pathway depending on your major. There are obviously majors that are a little bit more rigorous like music and aviation and things like that. Is it possible to have those specific majors have more ideal pathways and then you know if you’re a transfer or if you are starting out as a first year, your ideal scenario or if there’s ways to work around it, especially if you have to get started right away on major classes in order to graduate on time and take your required classes as they should.

Elen Biorgi says great question. She says that she makes the people on her committee roll their eyes because she comes from a user experience design, and she comes from a place of designing for people. She means in a perfect world, she would like to add a layer of complexity of having multiple recommended pathways depending on your situation. Are you a transfer student without a complete DTA? Are you coming in with an AAS? Are you a first-year student? Are you a nontraditional student who's returned to university after being away from higher education for a while? She would like to accommodate all those user profiles with the caveat that is impossible to design for every heartbeat on the planet. So, she cannot see them saying this is one recommended pathway, but in a perfect world they would be able to say, hey, music Majors. We know that most of your rehearsals are during these times. Here are the Gen. Eds that you need that are not during those times if that makes sense.

[bookmark: _Int_srpRK8GL]Senator Foster says just to add on to what Maddy said, they know they are one of apparently a lot of people who just make their own four year plans instead of going to an advisor because the past few times they have gone to an advisor, they’ve gotten really bad advice and had to change their schedule halfway through the quarter based on time conflicts or things that weren’t working out. One of them told them to take a 300-level class in their freshman quarter, and it was a law and justice class. So, they had to write like 6-page papers every other week. The other day their partner went to talk to their advisor and there was a line of about 6 people long and it took about an hour.

Mike Harrod says that should not happen. They should not get conflicting advice.

Senator Selbig says she has heard from them that if a student transfers in and then suddenly, their graduate requirements that they thought they had completed. So, they were planning on graduation 2027, they have prepared all their loans, and suddenly they do not meet a lot of requirements.

Mike Harrod says from a general education perspective, you should be okay. Depending upon your particular major and the requirements thereof, you could be behind the curve, so to speak. He is from the College of the Sciences, and it is not uncommon for transfer students to come in some of the bench sciences. So, biology, chemistry, and physics, one of those majors needs additional work in order to start taking major level classes. He does not know if that is the situation.

Senator Selbig says kind of. She just had kind of two-parts of that question. Will this be communicated with community colleges across the state, so they know because one of the top reasons we have a lot of transfer and Running Start students is because this is a good transfer school. 

[bookmark: _Int_FzfDAG1Z]Mike Harrod says yes, that would be any changes they make to the general education will be communicated to their community college partners in the state for sure. Then, he believes there are a handful of community colleges not within the state but very nearby. So, Idaho and he believe there are one or two community colleges in the greater Portland that they do draw a fair number of students from. So, they will know. He believes and does not quote him on this, that there is basic state law that anybody who comes in with a DTA automatically meets our Gen. Ed requirements regardless of what they are. Where a number of students get tripped up is on university graduation requirements. For example, foreign language is not a Gen. Ed requirement but a university one. So, you must have at least one year of college level work, or he believes two years of high school level in the same language. There is also the possibility that people are too efficient in taking their coursework and so they can complete their Gen. Ed and complete their degree without hitting 180 degrees so then you must pick up a minor or take random classes to hit 180. That is a state law, that is not the university. 

[bookmark: _Int_tkiIVGkj]Elen Biorgi says that in the preliminary reports and research that they received when they received their charge, one of the expressed concerns was they wanted a general education program that would better facilitate transfer credits, that would more easily allow articulations from other schools, that would have clearer, cleaner connections. Or, if someone said, hey, I think this works, we can more easily say, oh yes, this articulates and makes the exception and code that in for the student. That is one of the things that has been a major concern among faculty and the administration and all of the various committees. It is a very major concern that they make transfers much easier. 

Speaker Parrazal says that for the sake of time, this is going to be our last question.

Senator Ritter says she remembers hearing that from university 101 and a couple of advising events had told them that information. They got papers about it, and it would lay out your four-year plan or whatever, and some of it would say 12 is a minimum, but they specifically told them you would still be successful if you only took 12. Leaning off of that, the padstone classes. She was undeclared for her freshman year and part of sophomore year and she is an elementary education major now and she took occupational health padstone and she is not really sure what those were meant for and she knows that we have to take a capstone and she doesn't know if that padstone relates to what her major is now and if it won’t count anymore.

[bookmark: _Int_rcd67y3I]Mike Harrod says the good news is that padstones have gone away; now she needed to take it based on her catalog year. So, the fact that she has taken it and completed it is good. That was going to be part of her Gen. Ed. Her major still may have a capstone. That is considered a high impact practice. It is a good thing for students to have a capstone because it kind of brings everything together. It used to be a Gen. Ed requirement that was removed as well last year. He is not 100% sure if that will remain in her major or not, so that would be good. 12 is the minimum by federal law to be classified as a full-time student. Whether you’re on a semester or a quarter system, on a quarter system, we’re a little disadvantaged. In case you are unaware that you pay the same number of dollars, whether you take anywhere between 12 and 28 credits. You can take up to 18 if you can carry the load. So, 19, etcetera, you pay additional fees to take those extra credits. So, it is your benefit to take as close to 18 as you can handle getting through as quickly as possible and being financially responsible.

Speaker Parrazal thanks them for coming. If there is any more discussion, they can email them and fill out the survey. They made a mass email; it should be on it. It should just be CAT, and you can find the message.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business has been made for this meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Int_QaUR6nFI]Senator Linville brings up struggling programs, stating that: As you may know, I am a film major, and right now my department is suffering from a lack of professors. I can count the number of film professors that we have on the one hand and those are wavering. There is a possibility there were two full-time professors and that was it. Everyone else has been a temporary professor or things like that and one of our professors who has been there for a long year. Many people have had to take an emergency sabbatical this quarter. I was recently informed by the CAH Dean and my professor, my other professor Philip DeRise, that he will not be able to return next quarter. This leaves most of the classes in the hands of Philip DeRise and in the juggling hand of Christina Barrigan. As well, they are doing the best they can. We are having to change a lot of our curriculum for the next spring quarter. There was an editing class that was supposed to happen and now it cannot. There are several writing classes that were supposed to happen that now cannot because they were supposed to be taught by a professor who will not be here. We got one of our seasonal professors to come back for a quarter to help us, and it has been a debacle. I do want to applaud Philip DeRise and Christina Barrigan for the hard work and dedication for this because honestly, I do not know how he is still going. I am wondering if there are any other programs that are struggling with a faculty issue of this degree or if there are any that are having similar issues. I am having a meeting with the head of the department, Christina Barrigan. This Wednesday, I am communicating with my film counterparts and film students to talk about what action items to bring up, as well as about finding possible solutions.

Senator Foster says their department is having this problem, and all classes are online because the professors are either teaching from home or overseas. They are having some issues getting in person classes for a major that it is important to have in person classes for.

Senator Linville asks what program that is.

Senator Foster says Event Management.

Speaker Parrazal asks if there are any other programs that are currently struggling with faculty issues.

Senator Larkin says not exactly a struggle, but they have noticed that there has been a significant increase in online English classes. They do have a few consistent English professors, but they have noticed an influx of online English classes.

Speaker Parrazal asks if there are any other comments or discussions.

Senator Ucar says they have heard students complain about that there are a lot of online classes as well and they have also noticed in the child development minor maybe also major that the core classes you need to complete them are only offered online and then just for fall or spring or winter or spring, so it’s not really consistent.

[bookmark: _Int_TyHxs9qt][bookmark: _Int_RrevUtt2]Speaker Parrazal says speaking on behalf of the College of Business right now; she knows that they currently have some issues with faculty. It is not necessary for the quality, but it is mostly the faculty leaving itself. Currently the Dean is being replaced. The person that was in charge, a secondary person that was in charge, also left, but they moved to the IT Department. Some problems here and there with faculty. There is not much faculty in the College of Business as in past years, but they are still trying to get more information about what is going on. Specifically, why are so many, especially with people in leadership positions leaving. Other than that, there has been an overload with online classes and specifically online students who are just full online and stuff like that, and students who are in person, especially that need to take a class that is needed for their requirements like law and justice, political science, things like that. Some of them are strictly online, and they have made that boundary clear with residents here in Ellensburg only take in person classes and online takes only online. In person, students taking online classes makes it harder for them to access them. That is one difficulty that she and the Provost are talking about.

Senator Foster says some insight into our business program. We have a certificate here at Central for our business program that only 6% of institutions in the world have. It is a big draw for incoming students. Having a lack of faculty and replacing the Dean and everything may make us susceptible to losing that accreditation, which would not be great.

Speaker Parrazal asks if there are any other concerns or discussions regarding this topic.

Senator Ucar says it is also difficult for international students because they are required to take in-person classes. She believes only 1/3 of your classes or one class can be online. So, if it is mostly online classes that you need, you can get sent home if you do not take those in personal classes, so your Visa gets revoked for that.

Speaker Parrazal says thank you.

Senator Linville motions to table this indefinitely, seconded by Senator Foster. Motion passes 9-0-6

REPORT OF ADVISORS

Advisor Gonzalez reports: The Elections Commission packet will be coming out hopefully next week. The Commissions are going to be meeting this week to finalize, and then we will present it to the board for approval on Monday. Like Alev mentioned, the Power of You conference is coming up on March 6th. If you are interested, I have the QR code here that you can scan to sign up.


ANNOUNCEMENTS

[bookmark: _Int_mkKjbN7C]Senator Linville announces: My event is scheduled for the next quarter. It will be an Art Walk in SURC 137 on April 17th. I will be sending out forms soon for art to display from students and reaching out to the art department for collaboration.

[bookmark: _Int_IRYVKfS1][bookmark: _Int_D3SzYXBh]Senator Foster announces: House of Wellington: Winter Drag Show coming up this Thursday the 26th! Featuring full drag Wellington, Mik Monet, Madame President Malik, Judas, and others! Volunteer form should be going out sometime tomorrow. I was planning to have it out by today, but I was not able to get that done in time with filming the promotionals. It is a great way for people to get org hours if they need those, so definitely check that out. 

Speaker Parrazal says this also adds to their senator's hours if they need to make up hours and help with this event.


PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was made.

ADJOURNMENT

Time 5:54 PM
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