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Associated Students of
Central Washington University
Student Senate


1-12-2026 | SURC Pit

CALL TO ORDER

5:04 PM


ROLL CALL

	Aylin Parrazal - Senate Speaker
Mars Foster – Vice Senate Speaker

Jake Mischke - Senator for the Veterans Center

Alasdair Holtz - Senator for the College of Education & 			Professional Studies

Max Henyan - Senator for Sustainability
Sydney Linville - Senator for the College of Arts and 		Humanities

 Senator of Graduate Studies

 Senator of Athletics

Kara Swanson – Senator of the Sciences

Kayla Raasina - Senator of Disability Services

Lesly Portugal – Senator of College of Business 

Moksha Karidhi – Senator of international studies

Alev Ucar – Senator of Transfer and Undergrad

Hadley Ritter – Senator at Large

Ace Larkin – Senator of the Douglas Honors College

Jerry Fussell – Senator of ESC




APPROVAL OF MINUTES

N/A

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

[bookmark: _Int_eIt1BfXe]Senator Foster motions to amend the agenda to add another report from the Vice Speaker, seconded by Senator Henyan. Agenda amended, 13-0-2 (Improper language for the amendment was used however we will forge that for the rest of the meeting minutes)
Senator Foster motions to amend the agenda to remove the strikethroughs on the graduate studies and just the sustainability, seconded by Senator Linville
Senator Henyan motions to approve agenda as amended, Senator Foster seconds the agenda as amended, 13-0-2

[bookmark: _Hlk115869738]REPORTS OF OFFICERS

Senate Speaker has no reports as of today.

REPORTS OF SENATORS

[bookmark: _Int_7jFRZZ8z][bookmark: _Int_1zfHlNyz][bookmark: _Int_GRF86PLE][bookmark: _Int_eiHaYbzc]Senator Henyan, Senator of Sustainability, has met with Charles from the Wildcat Pantry, from this meeting they state: I met with Charels from the Wildcat Pantry right before Winter Break. We revisited the SNAP benefit conversation, and I asked what I and the Sustainability Department could do to support the Pantry. Charles told me that the Pantry receives under $100,000 in funding each year. That budget needs to cover student staff, programming, administrative, and product costs. This academic year, Charles has already spent $30,000 on food and hygiene. The Pantry has seen a ~50% increase in usage since last fall. Because of their limited funding, the Pantry is meant to be a supplemental resource for students rather than their sole source of necessities. Charles would encourage students to use FISH and APOYO if they need additional support. The Pantry is a shared resource, and they are trying to make sure they can help as many students as possible. Ways we can support the Pantry include spreading the message about being a supplemental resource, bringing nags, donating leftover food, volunteering, and supporting a potential fee increase next year. Charels has offered to come to one of our meetings if anyone has additional questions.

Senator Henyan further reports
Pack the Pantry starts TODAY and goes through January 31st! Week 1 is non-perishable with an emphasis on cultural foods and other high-priority items. This is a competition, so please tell your constituents about it!
[bookmark: _Int_J0ByRGH8]The Sustainability Department has been working hard on an industrial symbiosis grant proposal through the Department of Commerce. If we acquire this funding, we will get an industrial composter for the Wildcat Farm to introduce large-scale composting to CWU.
Please consider filling out the reusable container survey that the department is running; we need student feedback on whether they would like to see reusable containers on campus, and if so, what kind.

Senator Douglas, Senator of DHC reports: There have been some staffing changes within the Honors college and the McNair Program! We welcome Molly Kelly into Administrative and Student Services Manager for the DHC, who once worked as the Program Coordinator for the McNair Scholars Program. On the same page, Yahir Calderon Sotelo, a former DHC student stepping in as the Program Assistant, has become the McNair Scholars Program, Coordinator.

PRESENTATIONS

Provost gives a presentation on Scheduling

[bookmark: _Int_6h5OQU17][bookmark: _Int_7XqnTMQ4]Provost Pease - Thank you for giving me time to present today. I have been working with associate deans and chairs on this. The purpose of this is to retention and persistent graduation rates. I have heard there are problems with students getting full schedules, and with students being forced to take online classes or having to take an extra quarter or two. We also aim to enhance orientation and enrollment. It is important for the first year to have a good schedule. Keep in mind, this is not a quick process, with a lot of research being done about what we have done and what other schools have done. We have drifted from practices we used to do and want to return to those. One thing we can’t do is predict every student’s unique pathway since every student is different. We cannot account for all the issues that will produce. But we can try and minimize conflicts when creating a schedule. We took the first draft of this plan to a 2-hour workshop with chair leaders and deans to get their feedback. This is the third version that we are sharing with you, the senate, and the faculty senate later this week. One thing we identified is around the start times of classes. You can see that during the peak of the day; there are over 200 classes that start at the same time. There is a maximum overlap of 400 courses throughout the day. There has been a decrease in 50-minute classes; we found that 71% of classes were offered 1 or 2 days a week, which makes them longer. So, we want to return to 50-minute classes that are offered three, four, or five days a week. 10am to 2pm is the time period where we have the most activities going on. 61% of our courses are offered during that time frame. The final thing is that we want to clarify how many hours you should be in classes based on how many credits the class is. Also, I want to be very clear. The department will still build their own schedule; we just want to give them our guidelines to hopefully lessen the conflicts and bottlenecks. So, here are the guidelines. Between 8am to 4pm, classes should start at the top of the hour, and there should be at least 10 minutes to get from one class to another. Longer classes should take a break. One class should not use more than two consecutive hour blocks, besides labs. Fridays and off-peak hours should be preferred for labs. If labs are over 2 hours, there can be no more than 2 hours in primetime. We will ask departments to have no more than half of their courses in the primetime block. If classes are 3 days a week, then they should be 50 minutes, if they are 2 days a week, then 75 minutes. The time students are expected to be in classes for, according to credit hours, is not new. We are just reiterating so departments can make sure their classes have been following this. Keep in mind that schedules are complex, so this will be given adjustments over time.

Senator Foster asks if we are going to see an increase in online classes if we are trying to stray away from classes taking place between 10 am – 2 pm

Provost Pease says he does not think this will happen. Some students feel they need online classes to get a full schedule. They want to allow them more freedom to have more in-person classes if they choose to. 

Senator Foster says they had to choose between in person and online

Provost Pease says they are trying to mitigate exactly that.

Senator Henyan asks if he expects departments to push back.

Provost Pease says no because they are working with them. The first version was heavily criticked, the second was modified, and the current one isn’t perfect, but they are finding the rules to meet that goal. 

Senator Foster says that they had friends who couldn’t start a language in the middle of the year and asks if this will adress that.

Provost Pease says he would have to talk to the department. He thinks that the sequence of the classes need to be in a row so that may be why they can not start then but he would have to ask.

Senator Hotlz asks what are some of the implementation for the timeline of these rules.

Provost Pease says that they are in hurry to make schedule for the fall currently and they want these rules to enter this cycle in the fall of 26.


Provost Pease gives a presentation on the 3-year Degree Program

[bookmark: _Int_ZNZ4E27L]Provost Pease gives context that their initiative is the adoption of universities tackling the big transformative changes in an institution to bring questions and recommendations on big initiatives. He is there to ask for input on the idea of a three-year degree. They are currently drafting the rules and regulations for these programs, which are expected to be approximately 135 credits with no general education requirements, creating a faster and lower‑cost pathway for students. The Provost emphasized that the academic quality of a 3‑year degree would be equal to that of a traditional 4‑year degree. Departments would not be required to adopt this model; instead, each department would decide whether to offer a 3‑year option alongside their existing 4‑year programs. At this stage, the idea remains hypothetical, but they are seeking feedback on student interest and perspectives regarding the possibility of a 3‑year degree track. It would be up to the departments to decide if they want to implement this program.

Senator Ritter asks if the accelerated program would be recognized as a Batchelor Degree or as an accelerated program.

Provost Pease says the creditor does not want a visual distinction between accelerated and 4-year degrees. They want the quality to be there. They have not determined if they need to determine them as different BAs. He thinks they do not need too and that employers will care. They do not know how graduate programs will work with this program because this is so new, which is a question they are looking into. They would roll this program out cautiously and see how things work before pushing it further.

Senator Foster asks if this would be easier to apply to smaller degrees such as political science, and would it be a reduced credit option, or would they cram credits into a class.

Provost Pease says it would be fewer credits on a full degree. If you need 70 credits now and that is what the department believes you need, they do not want to see a reduction in that. What they want to see is a reduction in university general education classes, not important classes. The majors will not be watered down.

Senator Foster asks what requirements it would be reducing.

Provost Pease says that it would reduce the total number of graduating credits. Currently it’s 180 credits, if you fulfil your degree requirements at 140 credits, you’ll have to take electives to meet the 180 required credits to graduate. This is what they want to remove.

Speaker Parrazal asks if someone did take the 3 years in the future and transfers to a year 4 degree; would their credits still count.

Provost Pease says that it would be up to the institution. The credits would transfer but they may go into a 4 year degree.

Senator Ritter asks how it would affect running start if they already did their gen eds and only have 1 year left.

Provos Pease says the goal is 135 credits so the more you bring in, the easier it becomes. Generally, it wouldn’t replace the major. They understand that this may be the case. They have started having conversations about what it would mean for undergraduate and master’s programs and think about the 4 year period leaving with a masters degree instead of a bachelors, especially for programs that require a masters. This is an oppurtunity to restructure the way they stack degrees. 

Senator Selbig asks if this will involve departments producing new classes or restructuring current ones.

Provost Pease says it should not change current classes, just restructuring the current ones. Students need to take classes in their first year and need to stay on track for all 3 years. A lot of programs are gen eds the first year; this would not work for the 3-year program.

Speaker Parrazal asks since its 135 credits, will it only work for full time classes.

Provost Pease says he does not think so. If a student comes as a part time student, it might take them 4 or 5 years to get their degree, but it will still be done faster. They prefer the term accelerated because it conveys that the program is shorter, not just confined to 3 years.

Speaker Parrazal then asks if it would be mandatory to not have a minor.

Provost Pease says for 135 credits they would not have time for a minor because it would not fit their schedule. At that point it becomes a regular 4-year degree. They would not prevent a student from taking a minor; it would just defeat the promise of a 3-year degree.

Speaker Parrazal asks if someone who is taking a 3-year degree can switch to a 4-year degree.

Provost Peace says that it would be more viable for a 4-year switch to a 3. He does not know if they will be able to exist side by side. If you know you would need a minor, that will push you into that 4-year pathway, but it is ultimately the student's choice.

Senator Linville asks if the program would be able to include other programs than currently suggested, or are they capping at 75 credits? Meaning if there is an 80-credit course, can they still be considered?

Provost Pease says that 75 is the limit mathematically, though he would have to double check. If you hit over that, you would go beyond the 135 model. If they could find 5 credits to remove from the program without weakening it, they could join the program, but they would have to shave down to the 75 credits and prove they did not weaken the major.

Speaker Parrazal thanks Provost Pease for presenting to the Senate.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business has been made for this meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Senator Foster that they would like to ask for a show of hands on which senators wish to join them in the ESC Lip Sync Battle. Anyone who does not indicate that during the meeting will not be included in future communications about it.

Senator Henyan raises his hand to be involved and stay on the communication list

Senator Linville says that she would like to create a Microsoft form for Lobby Day where students can submit their testimonies about how the issues to be discussed on Lobby Day are important to them. She wants to discuss with the other Senators and see if they would want to collaborate and post this on their social media and share it to get as many students’ voices as possible.

Speaker Parrazal says this is something they can do, and the departments with announcers can send the form out to everyone in that major.

Senator Foster says she would like to work with them on it.

Senator Ritter motions to approve the Microsoft forms for Lobby Day.

Advisor Emilio asks if she has already asked Director Harmon about the form.

Senator Linville says that she has already spoken to Deputy Director Christian about what that would be like and what format they would like to present to the students.

Senator Foster seconds the motion made by Senator Ritter, 12-0-3

REPORT OF ADVISORS

No Report was made

ANNOUNCEMENTS

[bookmark: _Int_dlICFP9W][bookmark: _Int_QZA0OYvP]Senator Foster announces that they are hosting a drag show on February 26th called House of Wellington. They are going to put Wellington in full drag. They have a poster that will be put up some time next week. They will be putting up hype posters in the SURC and announcing their call for student performers. They already have 7 confirmed from last spring’s show. They have Judas the Bslayer, Maximilian Mann, and a couple other performers. You can send the announcement out on your Senate Instagrams or just tell anyone you know about who would be interested in preforming. That would be very much appreciated.

PUBLIC COMMENT

[bookmark: _Int_75Zw9isY]Director Harmon says that Siena with WSA has reached out to say that there are a couple of bills to push out to your major. A couple bills are sitting right now, and they need people to sign in pro for them. They have Senate Bill 5841. This bill would require the High School students to complete their WASA or their FASFA or to say if their parent has opted out. The next one they have is House Bill 2148. This bill would create the Pay it Forward program, which graduate student is a financial aid program that provides funding upfront for student tuition with the condition they make contributions to pay it back after graduating. This is due in two days at 12:30 PM. The last one, which is a bill on our agenda, is House Bill 2132. This bill would prohibit holding any personally identifying information or financial information from the state financial aid applicant for longer than one year. It’s from February 3rd to the 5th.

Speaker Parrazal says that if the senators have not signed up yet, please sign up. The QR code is in their binders,

Senator Portugal asks how many days Lobby Day is and when are we leaving and what day are we coming back.

[bookmark: _Int_RN4TbC4s]Director Harmon says it will be three days, so we are leaving February 3rd at about 3:30 and when we leave is up to how Lobby Day goes. We will be there all the way until the 5th and be back around 8:00 PM.

ADJOURNMENT

Time 6:00 PM
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