PSY 300 Research Methods 

	Student Learner Outcomes
	Assessment Strategies

	As a consequence of successfully completing this course, students will be able to:

	Identify and describe the steps of the psychological research process
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Compare the characteristics of scientific and nonscientific approaches to knowledge
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Describe the process of constructing and testing psychological theory as well as the characteristics of a good theory
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Identify and critique methods of behavioral observation
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Describe and critique survey research methods
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Describe the advantages and limitations of unobtrusive measures of behavior
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Describe the characteristics, advantages, and limitations of 
· independent group designs
· repeated measures designs
· a complex experimental design
· single-case and small-n designs
· quasi-experimental designs
· qualitative research methods
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions

	Construct a “researchable question that pertains to your interests in behavior
	Development of specific research questions throughout the quarter, and one that will serve as the basis for your formal research proposal

	Develop a research question into a specific hypothesis that relates two or more operationally defined variables or create a purpose statement, which is appropriate for your research question
	Development of a hypothesis or purpose statement for your research question

	Describe research designs appropriate to a specific behavioral research question
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions
 
Development of the method section of your research proposal

	Identify potential threats to the validity of behavior research
	Objective and short answer/essay exam questions and/or class discussions
 
Development of the method section of your research proposal

	Use computer data bases (e.g., PsycARTICLES, ERIC, Academic Abstracts) to generate a list of relevant sources on a topic of interest
	Development of a comprehensive list of previous research studies directly related to a given research question

	Identify and address relevant ethical issues in the treatment of human or animal participants in a specific proposed behavioral research project
	Completion of Responsible Conduct of Research training

	Write professionally using APA style
	Submission of a research article abstract and a research proposal written in APA style

	Psychology Department Student Learner Outcomes - Knowledge Base in Psychology: Students should demonstrate fundamental knowledge and comprehension of the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, historical trends, and empirical findings to discuss how psychological principles apply to behavioral problems. Specifically, students should:

	Describe key concepts, principles, and overarching themes in psychology
	

	Develop a working knowledge of psychology’s content domains 
	

	Describe applications of psychology
	

	Psychology Department Student Learner Outcomes - Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking: The skills in this domain involve the development of scientific reasoning and problem solving, including effective research methods. Specifically, students should:

	Use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena
	

	Demonstrate psychology information literacy
	

	Engage in innovative and integrative thinking and problem solving
	

	Interpret, design, and conduct basic psychological research
	

	Incorporate sociocultural factors in scientific inquiry
	

	Psychology Department Student Learner Outcomes - Ethical and Social Responsibility in a Diverse World: The skills in this domain involve the development of ethically and socially responsible behaviors for professional and personal settings in a landscape that involves increasing diversity. This domain also promotes the adoption of personal and professional values that can strengthen community relationships and contributions. Specifically, students should:

	Apply ethical standards to evaluate psychological science and practice
	

	Build and enhance interpersonal relationships
	

	Adopt values that build community at local, national, and global levels
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Psychology Department Student Learner Outcomes - Communication: Students should demonstrate competence in writing and in oral and interpersonal communication skills. Specifically, students should:

	Demonstrate effective writing for different purposes
	

	Exhibit effective presentation skills for different purposes
	

	Interact effectively with others
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