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Central Washington University Paramedic Program: Transparency & Student Resource Document
2026-2027 Cohort
Purpose : This document is intended to provide full transparency for prospective and current paramedic students at Central Washington University. It outlines estimated costs, scheduling expectations, required systems access, and other important program logistics outside of the academic curriculum. It is a supplement to the official Paramedic Student Handbook.

Section 1: Required Expenses
Uniform & Equipment Costs (Estimated)
· Uniform navy blue CWU EMS tee shirts (2): $70 – Must be worn for all paramedic labs
· Uniform Class B CWU EMS navy blue shirts (2): $120 – Must be worn for all hospital and field shifts. 
· EMS uniform pants in navy blue (2): $120 (Can use your own as long as they are navy blue)
· EMS uniform pullover sweater (1):
· Program patch sewing: $25
· Clinical ID badge: $15
Optional Uniform Pieces:  
· EMS uniform winter jacket, waterproof (1): - Highly suggested for field shifts when you are out in the snow and rain. 
· CWU EMS Program Approved Hat: $30 – Only these hats can be worn at clinical and field sites.
· Additional T-shirts or Class B Uniforms: - Highly suggested for additional tee shirts at a minimum. 
· Badges: $150$. Custom CWU paramedic badges for each graduating paramedic class for their paramedic pinning ceremony at the conclusion of the program, celebrating your achievement. These are purchased at the very end of the program. 
Technology & System Access
· MyClinicalExchange (Clinical onboarding software used by the majority of hospitals): $45. Total cost for the entire year. Not reoccurring). 
· EMCE (CWU’s EMS Program for all student scheduling and patient documentation): $100 (Total cost for the entire year. Not reoccurring.)
· National Background Check- Required for hospital clearance to do clinical shifts: 100$. Total cost for the entire year. 
· CWU Liability Insurance – Required for all CWU students completing internships: 18$. Total cost for the entire year. 
Required Textbooks for the CWU Paramedic Program
The following textbooks are required for successful completion of the CWU Paramedic Program. Students are responsible for obtaining access to all materials before the start of their corresponding courses. Please retain access to each title throughout the duration of the program, as many will be referenced across multiple quarters.

Primary Textbook – Used Throughout the Program
Nancy Caroline’s Emergency Care in the Streets Premier Package (9th Edition), Volume 1&2
· ISBN: 9781284256833
· Publisher: © 2023
· Required for:
· Paramedicine I (Summer Quarter 2025)
· Paramedicine II (Fall Quarter)
· Paramedicine III (Winter Quarter)
This comprehensive digital package is the foundational textbook for the entire Paramedicine lecture series. Students must purchase this before the first day of Summer Quarter 2025.

Cardiology Textbooks
For Cardiology I (Fall Quarter):
Arrhythmia Recognition: The Art of Interpretation (2nd Edition)
· Authors: Daniel J. Garcia, MD; Tomas B. Garcia, MD
· ISBN: 9781449642334
For Cardiology II (Winter Quarter):
12-Lead ECG: The Art of Interpretation (2nd Edition)
· Author: Tomas B. Garcia, MD
· ISBN: 9780763773519
· Publisher: © 2015

Pharmacology Textbook
Pharmacology for the Prehospital Professional (2nd Edition)
· Author: Jeffrey S. Guy, MD, EMT-P, FACS
· ISBN: 9781284041460
· Publisher: © 2020
This textbook supports lecture content and pharmacological case studies. Required for use beginning in Fall Quarter and throughout the year.

Advanced Trauma Care Textbook (Winter quarter) 
PHTLS: Prehospital Trauma Life Support (Print) with Course Manual (10th Edition)
· Published by: National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians (NAEMT)
· ISBN: 9781284272314
· Publisher: © 2024
· Required for: Advanced Trauma Care (Fall & Winter Quarters)

Pediatric Education for Prehospital Professionals (PEPP), Fourth Edition AND Pediatric Emergency Care textbook (spring quarter) 
Fourth Edition
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
ISBN:9781284238273
| © 2021

Certification Manuals (Required for ACLS and PALS Certification)
ACLS Provider Manual Book
· Product Number: 20-3100
· ISBN: 978-1-61669-797-6
· Publisher: American Heart Association
PALS Provider Manual
· Product Number: 20-1119
· ISBN: 978-1-61669-785-3
· Publisher: American Heart Association
These are required for your ACLS and PALS certification courses and will be used during the Spring Quarter.

Academic Year Class Schedule: Summer Quarter 2026:
EMS 334: Preparation and Professionalism for Paramedics (2 credits): All online, asynchronous learning. Required for all students. This class will complete your clinical onboarding. 
EMS 335 Paramedicine I (4 credits):  All online, asynchronous learning. Required for all students. Introduction to Paramedicine. 
EMS 455: Introduction to Pathopsyiology (4 credits): All online, asynchronous learning. Required for all students. This course is only required if you have not already taken a college-level anatomy and physiology course prior to the paramedic program start date. 
Paramedic Program Orientation
Date: September 23rd, 2026
Time: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Location: CWU Campus – Health Sciences building, classroom 317
This is your formal program launch. You’ll meet your faculty, lab instructors, Medical Program Director, and EMS program leadership. We will review the Paramedic Program Student Handbook in full and outline expectations, responsibilities, and goals for your academic year.
Quarter Start: September 23, 2026
Location: CWU Health Sciences Building
Mondays
· 9:00 AM – 12pm: Paramedicine II Lecture
Instructor: Director Emily Gonzalez and Professor Matt Schauer
· 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch
· 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM: Cardiology I
Instructor: Professor Jack Piper

Tuesdays
· 9:00 AM – 12pm : Pharmacology
Instructor: Professor Matt Schauer and Sarah Sinclair
· 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch
· 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM: Paramedic I Lab
Instructor: Professor Jack Piper with additional Lab Instructors
Winter Quarter 2027 (Anticipated)
Location: CWU Health Sciences Building
Mondays
· 9:00 AM – 12pm: Paramedicine III Lecture
Instructor: Professor Emily Gonzalez
· 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch
· 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM: Cardiology II
Instructor: Professor Jack Piper
Tuesdays
· 9:00 AM – 12pm: Advanced Trauma Care for the Paramedic
Instructors: Professors Matt Schauer & Sarah Sinclair
· 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch
· 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM: Paramedicine II Lab
Instructor: Professor Jack Piper

Spring Quarter 2027 (Anticipated)
Schedule TBD
Anticipated Format: Every Other Tuesday only, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Course Content: Pediatric/Geriatric Emergency Care and Paramedicine III Lab
Instructors and Exact Dates: To be determined.
Section 2: Clinical Schedule Overview
Program Duration: 12 months.
Clinical Schedule Parameters:
· Clinicals run Oct 20th to completion of required hours and skills. You may be done in December, or you may be done in January. 
· Students cannot be scheduled for night shifts prior to class days
· A maximum of 3 clinical shifts per week
· Rotations include: Emergency Department, Labor & Delivery, Operating Room, and Pediatric Clinic. 
· Clinical hours must be evenly distributed across the duration of clinicals. 
· There may be some clinical shifts over the holiday break, but all major holidays will be off. (i.e you won’t be given a shift on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, but may have a shift on Dec 26th.) 
Clinical Site Assignments:
THESE ARE GOING TO BE REQUESTED, THEY ARE NOT YET APPROVED. We won’t know until we put in the requests and get confirmation from the hospital.  
· Memorial Hospital (ED): 5 students
· Confluence Health (ED): 5 students
· Providence (ED): 4 students
· KVH (ED): 3 students
· Samaritan (ED): 2 students
· Kadlec (ED): 2 students
· Overlake (ED): 2 students (alternate: Kadlec or KVH if unavailable)
· Valley Medical Center (ED): 1 student (alternate as above)
· OR and L&D options are:: KVH, Confluence, Providence and requesting for Samartian. 

Section 3: Student Requirements & Compliance Tracking
Documents to be Completed Prior to Clinical Orientation:
· Physical exam verification
· Proof of immunizations & TB screening
· Health insurance documentation
· Signed clinical agreements and acknowledgements
Natalie Baldwin (Program Assistant) Responsibilities:
· Tracks receipt and verification of onboarding documents
· Cross-checks student compliance in MyClinicalExchange
· Takes student photos at orientation for hospital badges
Ken Davis (Clinical Director) Responsibilities:
· Verifies final student readiness
· Submits complete clinical packets to hospitals
· Contacts each site to confirm onboarding documentation is current

Section 4: Field Internship. Field Experience and Capstone time. 
· Field internship typically begins in January of winter quarter
· Capstone time typically begins in March/First week of April in spring quarter
· Students are assigned to ALS transport units with approved preceptors
· Daily logs and evaluations are required
· Students generally complete 48 hours a week of ride during winter and spring quarters
· Field progress monitored by Clinical Director

Section 5: Additional Notes
· Students will be cross-onboarded at Confluence and KVH
· Clinical onboarding must be completed by August 1st
· OR and L&D shifts will be scheduled liberally to ensure minimums are met
· No ICU hours are required for the 2026 cohort
· Pediatric hours will be fulfilled via clinic or pediatric ER shift in Spokane. 

Questions? Please direct all questions to:
· Emily Gonzalez, EMS Program Director — emily.gonzalez3@cwu.edu 
· Ken Davis, Clinical Director — Kenneth.Davis2@cwu.edu 
· Natalie Baldwin, Program Assistant — Natalie.Baldwin@cwu.edu 

Department of Health Sciences
400 E University Way  |  Ellensburg  WA  98926-7571  |  Office: 509-963-1912  | 
Health Sciences Building, Room 201  |  Email: HealthSciences@cwu.edu  |  Web: cwu.edu/health-science/
CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. For accommodation email: DS@cwu.edu.
This is an electronic communication from Central Washington University.
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