BFCC Meeting Minutes
Date: May 5, 2025
Time: 3: P15M - 4:00 PM

Attendees:
Mary Radeke
Nathan White
Gary Bartlett
Melissa Schiel
Agenda:
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Updates on Selection Committee
Review of Faculty Code Section
Other Business
Minutes:
1. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:
The minutes from the April 28th meeting were reviewed.
Motion to accept the minutes as written was made by Nathan White and seconded by Gary Bartlett.
The minutes were approved with Gary Bartlett abstaining as he was not present at the previous meeting.
2. Updates on Selection Committee:
Mary Radeke informed that Natasha had not heard back from the selection committee.
Discussion on the impact of the Senate secretary's departure due to a family emergency.
It was noted that the work being done is for the next year, and preliminary work has been completed.
3. Review of Faculty Code Section:
The committee reviewed the emerit faculty appointment section.
Various formatting and clerical changes were discussed and made, including:
- Correcting numbering and formatting issues.
- Clarifying language for eligibility, process, and benefits.
- Ensuring consistency in terminology and removing redundant sections.
Specific changes included:
- Removing unnecessary commas and correcting terms.
- Simplifying the language for clarity.
- Ensuring that the process for emerit status is clear and follows the current procedures.
The committee agreed to keep the language regarding the use of university facilities, noting that it implies access rather than free use.
Motion to accept all changes was made by Nathan White and seconded by Melissa Schiel. The changes were approved unanimously.
4. Other Business:
Discussion on the timeline for the Distinguished Faculty Awards and the impact of the Senate meeting schedule.
It was decided to keep the meeting time for the following week in case of updates from the selection committee.
Mary Radeke will inform the committee by Friday afternoon if the next meeting is necessary.
5. Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn was made by Gary Bartlett and seconded by Nathan White.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
Status Report    
In progress    
Completed    
Motion before Senate    
BFCC 24-25.01     
· (Fall) Modify Code/Bylaws to reflect the upcoming change from two NTT senators to four NTT senators, determining appropriate representation, term limits, and eligibility requirements. 
Passed 5/7/2025    
BFCC 24-25.02     
· (Fall) Add a section to either Code and/or Bylaws that itemizes senator responsibilities (e.g. attendance, disseminating accurate reports and information back to departments) and possible senate actions if these responsibilities are grossly neglected.     
Motion passed 4/9/2025    
BFCC 24-25.03     
· (Fall) Add language to either Code and/or Bylaws recommending that chairs not serve as senators if other department faculty are willing and able to serve.    
Senate passed on 2/5/2025    
BFCC 24-25.4     
· (Winter) Modify the complaint process outlined in Code IV.G to require EC members to recuse themselves when issues or grievances are brought forward from their own departments.     
Senate passed on 3/5/2025.    
BFCC 24-25.05     
· (Winter) Modify Faculty Code, Appendix B to allow self-nominations for the Distinguished Faculty Award.     On hold until Selection committee gives feedback on changes. Language edited. Will finalize on 5/5/2025    
BFCC 24-25.06     
· (Winter) Investigate possible ways to reduce the time requirements of the Distinguished Faculty Award application process without compromising the integrity of the awards. Make recommendations as appropriate.     
On hold until Selection committee gives feedback on changes. Language edited. Will finalize on 5/5/2025    
BFCC 24-25.08     
· (Spring) Modify Code to remove references to the University Centers having senators (e.g. Code IV.B.1.a.iii,  Code IV.E.7.a)     
Passed 5/7/2025    
    
BFCC 24-25.09     
· (ongoing) Recommend revisions to Code and Bylaws to improve clarity and fix typos and errors.     
· Note: review the use of WLU vs. WLUs when editing Code.    
    
BFCC 24-25.07     
· (Spring) Clarify eligibility for and benefits of emerit status in Faculty Code, Section I.B.2     
In progress – will finalize on 5/12/2025  
BFCC 24-25.10    
· (Winter) Update Code and Bylaws to change the Budget and Planning Committee's name to the Budget Transparency Committee. Consult with the Executive Committee to update the committee's purpose and composition as appropriate.    
On hold for now as per Peter K.    
    
BFCC 24-25.11 Revise Faculty Code section IV.E to eliminate Executive Committee summer workload.    
2nd of 3 readings on 5/7    

BFCC 24-25.12 FTE recalculation for departments/library senator allocation.
2nd of 2 readings on 5/7/2025. Amendment requested to clarify  situations in which a department increases FTE and a statement about FTE calculation.
     
  
Future charges:    
· Note: future charge for BFCC – add language to Code/Bylaws outlining process situations in which a department does not nominate a senator (senator vacancy).   
· Add language to the Code about disbanding committees that are no longer useful and the process for this. For example, the ADI committee and College Budget Committees (Appendix C).   
· FTE and senator allocation for Faculty Senate:  Investigate/claify the NTT double-counting, and dual-department appointments would be a good BFCC charge. This could (and probably should) also be tied in with charge from 2025 (FTE increase for senator allocation clarifying a minimum number of FTE to get a single senator). DHC now has 2 TT/T half-time appointments. The DHC director has already approached the EC wondering if this qualifies DHC for a senator position since the two half-time positions together create 1 FTE.    



