BFCC Meeting Minutes
Date: June 9, 2025
Time: 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM
 Virtual Meeting
Duration: 1 hour 21 minutes
Attendees
Mary Radeke (Chair)
Gary Bartlett
Nathan White
Natashia Lindsey
Melissa Schiel

1. Approval of Previous Minutes
Mary Radeke identified a minor correction in the previous meeting minutes (changing “is accurate” to “are accurate”).
Motion to approve the minutes as amended:
Moved by: Gary Bartlett
Seconded by: Natashia Lindsey
Approved unanimously

2. Chair Report
No formal report.
Update: The motion regarding Department FTE senator allocation (Motion No. 24-42) did not pass.

3. Code Review and Clerical Revisions
The committee continued reviewing the faculty code for clerical issues. Key points included:
Formatting and Grammar Corrections
- Corrected punctuation (e.g., semicolons, commas, dashes).
- Adjusted section headings and numbering inconsistencies.
- Clarified ambiguous or grammatically incorrect sentences.
- Removed redundant or outdated language.
Structural and Style Issues
- Discussed the need for consistent formatting throughout the document.
- Identified issues with indentation, spacing, and inconsistent use of acronyms.
- Agreed that a comprehensive reformatting is needed, ideally with the help of the Senate Secretary.
Document Management and Process Concerns
- Concerns raised about inconsistent document versioning and lack of clear protocols for updating the code.
- Melissa Schiel suggested establishing a verification step to ensure all approved motions are reflected in the code.
- Mary Radeke confirmed that a system for document management has been implemented by Sandy.

4. Clarification on Approval Process
Discussion on whether code changes are made before or after BOT (Board of Trustees) approval.
Natashia Lindsey to follow up with Andrea and Peter for clarification.
Tentative understanding: Code is amended before BOT approval, but this needs confirmation.

5. Future Planning
BFCC stopped editing at Section IV. Bylaws document has not been edited for clerical errors.
Natasha Lindsey will consider assigning this as a charge for the BFCC in Fall 2025.
Mary Radeke will work with the incoming Senate Secretary over the summer to reformat the code.

6. Committee Membership for 2025–2026
Hope A. is expected to join the committee next year.
Discussion on potential chair for next year; Hope may be approached.
Gary Bartlett confirmed he has been assigned to Academic Affairs but is open to assisting BFCC if needed.

7. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:22 PM.
Members expressed appreciation for the collaborative work throughout the year.


Status Report
In progress
Completed
Motion before Senate
BFCC 24-25.01       
· (Fall) Modify Code/Bylaws to reflect the upcoming change from two NTT senators to four NTT senators, determining appropriate representation, term limits, and eligibility requirements.   
Passed 5/7/2025      
BFCC 24-25.02       
· (Fall) Add a section to either Code and/or Bylaws that itemizes senator responsibilities (e.g. attendance, disseminating accurate reports and information back to departments) and possible senate actions if these responsibilities are grossly neglected.       
Motion passed 4/9/2025      
BFCC 24-25.03       
· (Fall) Add language to either Code and/or Bylaws recommending that chairs not serve as senators if other department faculty are willing and able to serve.      

Senate passed on 2/5/2025      
BFCC 24-25.4       
· (Winter) Modify the complaint process outlined in Code IV.G to require EC members to recuse themselves when issues or grievances are brought forward from their own departments.       
Senate passed on 3/5/2025.      
BFCC 24-25.05       
· (Winter) Modify Faculty Code, Appendix B to allow self-nominations for the Distinguished Faculty Award. 
Section completed. BFCC will put before Senate next year. 
 
BFCC 24-25.06       
· (Winter) Investigate possible ways to reduce the time requirements of the Distinguished Faculty Award application process without compromising the integrity of the awards. Make recommendations as appropriate.    
Section completed. BFCC will put before Senate next year. 
    
BFCC 24-25.08       
· (Spring) Modify Code to remove references to the University Centers having senators (e.g. Code IV.B.1.a.iii,  Code IV.E.7.a)       
Passed 5/7/2025      
      
BFCC 24-25.09       
· (ongoing) Recommend revisions to Code and Bylaws to improve clarity and fix typos and errors.       
· Note: review the use of WLU vs. WLUs when editing Code.      
      
BFCC 24-25.07       
· (Spring) Clarify eligibility for and benefits of emerit status in Faculty Code, Section I.B.2       
Section completed. BFCC will put before Senate next year. 
 
BFCC 24-25.10      
· (Winter) Update Code and Bylaws to change the Budget and Planning Committee's name to the Budget Transparency Committee. Consult with the Executive Committee to update the committee's purpose and composition as appropriate.      
On hold for now as per Peter K.      
      
BFCC 24-25.11 Revise Faculty Code section IV.E to eliminate Executive Committee summer workload.      
Charge discontinued. 
 
BFCC 24-25.12 FTE recalculation for departments/library senator allocation.  
Completed. Motion did not pass on 6/4/2025.  No further action required.    
 



Future charges:      
· Note: future charge for BFCC – add language to Code/Bylaws outlining process situations in which a department does not nominate a senator (senator vacancy).     
· Add language to the Code about disbanding committees that are no longer useful and the process for this. For example, the ADI committee and College Budget Committees (Appendix C).     
· FTE and senator allocation for Faculty Senate:  Investigate/clarify the NTT double-counting, and dual-department appointments would be a good BFCC charge. This could (and probably should) also be tied in with charge from 2025 (FTE increase for senator allocation clarifying a minimum number of FTE to get a single senator). DHC now has 2 TT/T half-time appointments. The DHC director has already approached the EC wondering if this qualifies DHC for a senator position since the two half-time positions together create 1 FTE.      
  

