Bylaws and Faculty Code Committee
Minutes
May 18, 2026
Attendees
· Nathan White, Melissa Schiel, Amy Claridge, Hope Amason
Welcome and Introductions 
· Meeting called to order at 1:30 PM
Agenda and Minutes Approval
· Agenda approved
· Nathan abstained due to absence
Chair Report
· Preparation of the end-of-year report, including expanded sections (e.g., meeting dates, items of interest, and recommended future charges). 
· Upcoming Faculty Senate meeting scheduled for June 3, 2026.
· Status of current committee charges: 
· The motion related to extension of senator terms (BFCC 25-26.05) will be withdrawn and deferred because it requires a corresponding Faculty Code change that cannot be completed this academic year.
EC Report
· EC will be meeting with the AAC of the Board of Trustees this afternoon
· Board of Trustees meeting on Thursday and Friday of this week (May 21-22)

Main Business Items
Developing the EOY Report
The committee discussed drafting and refining the annual report:
· Planned updates include: 
· Converting sections to past tense
· Clarifying outcomes of charges
· Adding “recommendations for future charges” 
· Members discussed how to frame: 
· Successes, challenges, and concerns, noting that many items (e.g., shared governance work) fall into multiple categories. 
· Several charges were complex and difficult, sometimes exceeding the committee’s intended scope. 
· Suggested addition to the report: 
· A statement clarifying the committee’s role
· Observations about recurring issues in charge design

Draft charge for BFCC 25-26.05 – Extensions to Senator Terms
· Though there was no quorum during the last meeting BFCC agreed that the motion must be withdrawn this year and revisited next year. 
· A vote was conducted and it is officially withdrawn. 
· Bylaws and Code revisions must be advanced together (“in tandem”)
· The committee began drafting a future charge to 1) Revisit the withdrawn motion and 2) Align Faculty Code language with the bylaws change

Draft Charge for AY 26–27: Senate Representation (BFCC 25-26.07)
· We did not get to this

Draft Language for BFCC Report on Emeritus Status (BFCC 25-26.09)
· The committee reviewed prior discussions and feedback regarding emeritus status eligibility.
· Whether emeritus status should extend beyond retired faculty to those who leave without retiring.
· Committee agreed:
· No change will be made to the Faculty Code language
· Emeritus status will remain limited to retired faculty
· Rationale: 
· Consistent with common institutional practice
· Emeritus status viewed as an honorary designation tied to completion of a career

Strategy for BFCC 25-26.10
· We did not have time for this.

Next Steps:
· Chair will draft EOY report to circulate to BFCC members

Adjournment
Meeting ended at 2:30 PM
