Faculty Senate Academic Affairs Committee

23 April 2026 (3:10 – 5:00 PM)

Meeting Notes

AAC Teams folder link for the year (Relevant folders for AAC 2025-26 are located under Files)

Present: Eric Foch, Nicole Stendell-Hollis, Cody Stoddard, Bill Provaznik, Gary Bartlett, Bernadette Jungblut, Dawn Varnum, Julia Stringfellow (notes).

1. Call the meeting to order
a. Approval of both 12 March 2026 meeting minutes and 9 April 2026 meeting minutes
· Table approving minutes to next meeting. Missing committee members. 
b. Any changes to agenda
· Concerns raised about ADA guidelines that came out in email from Provost last week. Federal deadline pushed back to next year. Legal compliance issue. Should be dealt with at AAG level, John McArthur’s office. Why were faculty not given earlier updates on this?
ADA.gov, “Changes to the ADA Title II Rule on Web Content and Mobile App Accessibility,”  https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/. 

2. Chair report
· Kurt looked at RSU Policy and approved what AAC approved. May be on May FS agenda. 

3. New Business
a. Charge AAC25-26. New: Prior Learning Assessment (PLA)
Dean Rajendran is designated as the policy writer (the PLA team wrote the revisions with feedback from registrar office and advising, Veterans Office, etc.). Sathy submitted a PPIS form earlier this year and was asked to proceed and work with the Senate. He had listed FS and Registrar’s office (handbook) as responsible unit. Liz Fountain has presented the information to ADCO after the Senate presentation, and they have not made any changes to the draft we sent out to the senators.
i. Review PLA Implementation Handbook (new document)
1. CWU 501-20 Academic and General Regulations
a. PLA content has been removed. 
ii. CWU 501-11 Graduation Requirements for Bachelor Degrees (review track changes for PLA markings)
· First time 45 credit number appears.. Can credential also be a certificate? Is there even a way to keep track of percentages across all programs? 
· What reason other than towards graduation requirements will these credits be sued for? Seems redundant.

iii. CWU 504-21 Acceptance of Transfer Credits (review track changes for PLA markings)
· Feedback provided. Absent voting members indicated they did not have concerns with these documents. Liz presented this at March FS meeting. 
· Language should be percentage of total credits. 25 percent.  
· What do the items refer to? 
· Where will the handbook reside? Who is responsible for updating it?
· Should Associate’s degree be on the list? 
· Could the handbook be a procedure to the policy rather than stand-alone handbook?
· Dawn will ask Registrar if he has had any contestations about where the handbook will reside. 

4. Old Business
a. Charge AAC25-26.03: Hardship withdrawal policy  
Review withdrawal and hardship withdrawal policies [CWU 501-20(13) and CWU 501-20(14)] and make potential policy recommendations concerning: 1) Should we allow a certain number of total withdrawals up until the end of the quarter? 2) Can we get better criteria/messaging over what counts as a hardship withdrawal? Timeline: Winter  
In a discussion with Arturo, he indicated that our Withdrawal policies are different than most Universities and have an impact on retention rates.  
Dawn Varnum provided Catalog Reference to Incomplete and In-Progress Grades
· What kind of guidance will academic advisors be given with following this/ being familiar with it?
· What impact will this have on advisors?

5. Adjournment
a. Next meeting is 14 May 2026 and Gary Bartlett is the notetaker.
· Eric adjourned meeting at 5:03pm.
