Agenda: Faculty Senate Academic Affairs Committee

22 January 2026 (3:10 – 5:00 PM)

Attendees: Dawn Varnum, Bill Provaznik, Brent Hancock, Alysia Owlsym, Eric Foch, Wendy Cook, Bernadette Jungblut, Cody Stoddard, Gary Bartlett

Visiting: Kurt Kirstein

Meeting notetaker: Wendy Cook
1. Call the meeting to order
a. Approval of 8 January 2026 meeting minutes
i. Approved
b. Any changes to agenda - None
2. Guest Speaker: Kurt Kurstein to discuss RSI Policy (3:15 PM)
3. New Business
a. Regular and substance interaction (RSI) Policy for Online Instruction
i. Kurt Kirsten is working on an interim policy to satisfy federal regulations and will work on a more permanent policy later. 
ii. Coming from accreditation and we need to do it/have needed to do it for some time.
iii. We are required to have a distance education policy. 
iv. We were presented with the draft policy and did Q&A with Kurt.
1. He would like us to go over the policy and provide feedback before the Feb 4 faculty senate meeting.
b. Discussed the document and raised questions. Eric took notes on the document to send to Kurt. Instructor needs to take some action/reaction to what the student has done.
i. Concerns were raised about the ambiguity of the policy, the broadness of the different requirements, the apparent contradiction of the dos and don’ts, and what is required/needed from faculty. (Do we label RSI activities in the syllabus, or can we just point to them for review? Do office hours count even if no one shows up?)
4. Old Business
a. AAC25-26 Charge 5: Student Attendance Policy
i. AAC voted and approved motion in December
ii. Sent back from Senate EC with comments
1. Reviewed the comments. Eric will send around and we will talk more next meeting.
5. Chair report – Did not cover
a. CAT Team’s 
i. Final Recommendation regarding 3-year degrees was released
1. Review Faculty concerns (p. 14) with respect to AAC’s recommendation
ii. Cat Team developing CiHS Graduate Certificate framework
1. Alexis Andrews (Executive Liaison of the President) has asked to meet with us (either February 26 or March 12)
b. ADCO survey results for GenAI
i. Good feedback. Responses will be consolidated and reported back to the committee by Eric.
ii. Could be in Faculty Code. We may want to work with them for where a policy would fit best.
iii. If we have GenAI plagiarism policies in syllabi, is it or isn’t it plagiarism? Eric will check with Peter Klosterman.
6. Adjournment at 4:54PM.

a. Next meeting is 12 February 2026, is the notetaker Cody Stoddard
