General Education Committee
November 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes

In attendance: John Neurohr, A.I. Ross, Marty Blackson, David Zuckerman, Sundaram Nataraja, Brita Williams

Ex Officio: Kate Im, Mike Gimlin, Megan McConnell


1. Call to order – 3:14 pm

2. Raj moved to approve minutes from October 27, 2025, Marty seconded. Motion carried.
3. Chair update
a. Discussion about Gen Ed CAT team
i. General goal: gather information about the program, identify pain points, make recommendations on revisions
ii. Questions:
1. Can we obtain official charges?
2. General purpose/authority?
3. Who do they report to?

4. Course Proposals
a. REL 106 
i. K5-2 needs clarification: how/where are connections between past and present occurring?
ii. no alignment with themes
b. PHIL 252
i. K6-3 needs clarification: which empirical methods will students employ? 
ii. K6-4 needs clarification: how/where are students employing theories/research?
iii. P6-5 needs clarification, same as with K6-3
c. PHIL 253
i. K5-2 needs clarification: how/where are connections between past and present occurring? 
d. CMGT 101
i. Committee finds alignment with all component outcomes and themes criteria.
e. LAJ 436
i. The committee discussed concerns with course numbering—400 level courses in Gen Ed—prompted by proposal to add LAJ 436 to QR1 component area of Gen Ed. According to Mike Gimlin, there is a policy that prevents students from taking classes more than one level about their class standing (i.e., a first-year student should only be able to take 100- and 200-level courses); however, this policy may not always be followed. Many 300-level and most 400-level courses have pre-requisites; for example, LAJ 436 currently has the following pre-req: “students must have either completed or be eligible to enroll in a Gen Ed Quantitative Reasoning course and LAJ 400* with a grade of C or higher.” The pre-reqs for LAJ 436 create barriers for first-year students to enroll; this led to a few questions: shouldn’t Gen Ed classes be available to all students, not just student within specific programs/majors; should FYE courses (AWI and QR1) have pre-requisites that require passing another college-level course (i.e., course taken for credit that is numbered 101 or above)?  John will reach out to LAJ for more information regarding their proposal for 436. Will they remove pre-requisite of LAJ 400; are they open to changing the course number (to something like LAJ 1xx)?


5. Adjourn – 5:00 pm

* Important note from Ai that was not mentioned during meeting: LAJ 400 (the current pre-req for the proposed LAJ 436) has pre-requisites that would prevent first-year (and other) students from taking it and, subsequently, LAJ 436: “DTA or (satisfaction of all Gen Ed “Engage: First Year Experience” components (184 and Academic Writing I and Quantitative Reasoning) and Knowledge Area 1: Academic Writing II).”


Fall Quarter Meetings				
October 6 	
October 13			
October 20			
October 27		
November 3 – Grupe Center
November 10	
November 17		
November 24	
December 1 – Grupe Center
December 8 (Study day: ONLY if necessary)
