Bylaws and Faculty Code Committee
Draft Minutes
October 7, 2025
Attendees
Melissa Schiel, Nathan White, Amy Claridge, Hope Amason
Agenda Approval
· Approved with priority given to BFCC25-26.08 (Distinguished Faculty Award) due to urgency and near completion.
Chair Report
· Reviewed past committee work and current charges with Mary. 
· Transferred Distinguished Faculty Award materials to team site. 
· Proposed organizing files by charge and creating a “Ready for EC Review” folder.
EC Report
· No major updates. 
· Awaiting Board of Trustees meeting for clarity on Faculty Code revision charge. 
· Initial review of shared governance documents shows minimal divergence.

Main Business Items
BFCC25-26.08 – Distinguished Faculty Award
· Reviewed feedback: concerns about redundancy, formatting, and submission clarity. 
· Discussed nomination rules and potential inequities; suggested allowing recusal instead of restrictions. 
· Proposed revisions:
· Limit nominators to one nomination per category/year.
· Update language for digital submissions.
· Remove outdated references to the President’s Office.
· Clarify ambiguous phrasing and ensure consistency across award categories.
· Raised concerns about how award info is disseminated to faculty.
· Action Items:
· Chair to consult Janet Shields on nomination-related committee avoidance.
· Chair to confirm President’s Office role with Natashia.
· Committee to assess redundancy and access to award info.
BFCC25-26.01 – Voting Language
· Minor clerical correction discussed; possibly doesn’t require Senate approval.
BFCC25-26.02 – Shared Governance & Faculty Code
· Began thematic analysis of governance documents.
· Chair suggested using Dedoose software to identify themes like transparency and accountability.
· Action Items:
· Members to review governance sections.
· Chair to run thematic analysis and present findings next meeting.

