Central Washington University
General Education Committee
April 13, 2026 Minutes

In attendance: A.I. Ross, Brita Williams, Marty Blackson, Raj Nataraja, John Neurohr, David Zuckerman

Ex officio: Amber Darting, Mike Gimlin, Kate Im, Tishra Beeson, Megan McConnell
Guest: Erin Craig Ricketson

1. Call to order – 3:11 pm

2. Approve minutes from April 6th, 2026
a. Brita moves to approve minutes, Marty seconds. Minutes are approved.

3. Chair update
a. Gen Ed CAT Team will have campus forums this Thursday to present two possible Gen Ed program structures.

4. Student Petitions
a. 184/PADstone Discussion
i. A.I.: if the university cannot offer enough PADstone 184 sections, the requirement becomes a barrier to graduation and is unfair to students. Suggested crafting a statement to either allow students to change catalog year or implement a blanket waiver.
ii. Amber: issuing a blanket waiver much easier than changing catalog year
iii. Kate: according to CWU 501-13 (2) A.2 it appears that GEC has the authority to grant blanket waiver.
1. Natashia and Peter agree, but also think it would be a good idea to brief the Faculty Senate given scope of the waiver
iv. Committee discussed potential impacts on demand for PADstone 184 courses currently scheduled for next year.

Decision: John will reach out to ADCO and EC to inform them of GEC’s plan to propose a waiver, using the draft motion on following page:






Gen Ed Motion to create a PADstone Waiver for Existing Students

The General Education Committee recommends to the Faculty Senate that the PADstone 184 General Education requirement be waived for all students who still have not successfully met said requirement.

Rationale: Due to the phasing out of PADstone 184s, fewer sections are being offered across the university. This has created an additional barrier, preventing students from completing the General Education sequence and could hinder timely graduation or transfer progress. It is inequitable to hold students to a course requirement that cannot be completed (in a timely manner) due to Colleges, Departments, and Programs not offering enough sections. If sections of PADstone 184 will be offered moving forward, students will be able to opt to take them if they wish.

Anticipated pushback:

Concern: Students should have completed the requirement earlier; waiving it may reward delay.

Responses:
· The institution failed to ensure enough sections would be offered (and funded) to meet student needs
· Approximately 183 students need the course, while only ~150 seats are planned for next year
· Students may not have completed 184s for a variety of reasons: schedule congestion, major/minor course sequencing, preference for faculty and/or modality


Concern: What about departments that have budgeted for 184s for next year? This waiver would reduce demand for those classes.

Responses:
· Cross-check with departments on what 184s they have in store for next year
· Programs/Departments may offer 184s if they wish but are free to swap 184 for any other of their approved courses




b. Committee reviewed student petition to use DHC 380, History of Science: Discovering Innovations to fulfill K7 Physical and Natural World requirement.
i. Committee moved to approve student petition; motion passed.


5. Gen Ed CAT Team – Erin Craig Ricketson
a. Reviewed slides to be presented during the Gen Ed CAT Team campus forums on Thursday

6. Adjourn – 5:15 pm


Spring Quarter Meetings				
April 6	
April 13
April 20
April 27
May 4
May 11
May 18
June 1
June 8 (ONLY if necessary)
