Reducing Waste and Improving Student Access to Filtered Water

Installing Water Refill Stations at CWU:

CWU Washington

University

Eva Sten, Environmental Studies Program, College of the Sciences Central Washington University

Introduction

The current infrastructure Central Washington
University has provided students for their residential
hydration methods are inadequate. Many residence
halls lack water bottle refill stations. This may affect
how much water students drink and the convenience at

Summary

What Issues Will this Project Address?

This project addressed student need for improved hydration
stations 1n residence halls.

Students who reside 1n residence halls without adequate
infrastructure for hydration have expressed a need for water

bottle refill stations. Beginning to install these stations 1s a

good start, to equitably meet these students’ needs. This will
increase student satisfaction and hydration overall.

which students have access to it. Students on campus
who experience a lack of access resort to buying bulk 3
water bottles from grocery stores or using vending
machines for their hydration. This increases single use
plastic wastes on campus. It 1s important to Central
Washington University to increase student access to

Conclusion

L . This project shows the significance of developing
clean drinking water and decrease plastic wastes to

Improve campus sustainability.
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infrastructure to serve communities with clean, filtered water,
and the long-term benefits of doing so. The outcomes of this
project demonstrate that improving access to filtered water 1n
residence halls on campus decreases single use plastic waste
on campus and promotes student health. This project offers
valuable 1nsights that can assist and inform future efforts 1n
expanding this infrastructure on campus, and even 1n Kittitas
county, Paving the way for continued 1innovation 1n this area.
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Figure 2: CWU campus map identifying the location of water refill stations (white), and
Kamola and Quigley Halls (ved) where new water refill stations were installed.
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Development and Infrastructure

There was placement of two ELKAY ezH20 water bottle refill

stations on campus. One 1n Quigley Hall, and another in Kamola

Hall. Students residing in these halls expressed a high need for
this development.

Both Kamola Hall and Quigley Hall have pre-existing water

fountains, allowing easy retrofitting access to electrical and water
when 1nstalling the new units.
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