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Sarah Spurgeon Gallery supports “a learning community of equity and belonging” by hosting exhibits and talks by artists from a variety of
places and backgrounds, including artists who are BIPOC and LGBTQIA+. Under the core value of belonging, it is stated that: “CWU
believes that a diversity of peoples, cultures, and ideas are essential to learning, discovery, and creativity.” Gallery programs are an
opportunity for students to learn about diverse identities, cultures, and viewpoints through the visual arts. For example, the exhibit Signal
Traces (Fall 2023) was a solo exhibit by Native American artist Ryan Feddersen that incorporated traditional symbolism and storytelling.
A two-person exhibit by Rafael Soldi and Victor Yanez-Lazcano (Winter 2024) explored their Latinx identities through photography and
video. The exhibit included bilingual text in Spanish and English. Practices that “…honor the Indigenous peoples who have resided here
since time immemorial and continue to reside here” are listed under the CWU core value of stewardship. Spurgeon Gallery has brought a
number of Indigenous exhibiting artists and speakers to campus to share their unique and creative perspectives.

The purpose of the Sarah Spurgeon Gallery is to offer students the opportunity to view and experience visual art first-hand. The gallery
presents six art exhibitions each academic year. We also host lectures and demonstrations by visiting professional artists. All programs
are free and open to the public and are promoted to students through the Publicity Center. We engage students and student clubs in
our programs; for example, members of the Pacific Island Heritage Club attended the opening events for an exhibit by the Hawaiian artist
Lehuauakea. In addition, the gallery hosts an annual spring Juried Undergraduate Student Art Exhibition, featuring artwork by between
50 and 75 students, some of whom receive awards for excellence.

Attendance numbers are the primary metric that is used to gauge the success of the gallery’s exhibits and programs. Class visits are
also recorded. Approximately 4,000 visits are made to the gallery each academic year. The gallery has an oversight committee made up
of faculty from the Department of Art and Design. The committee selects the visiting artists, speakers, and exhibits that are presented,
and works to ensure that the programs represent a diversity of peoples, cultures, and ideas, as well as artistic media.
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