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Grant and Contract Accounting Office
Responsible Conduct of Research
Central Washington University strives to maintain a research environment that promotes attention to the highest ethical standards for all sponsored and non-sponsored research. It is expected, therefore, that researchers participate in ongoing education in core areas that comprise a comprehensive responsible conduct of research curriculum. These core areas include conflicts of interest, human subjects research, research involving animals, safe laboratory practices, data management and export controls.
Background 
Recipients of research and training awards from the National Science Foundation (NSF), the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) are required to comply with specific requirements to ensure appropriate training in the responsible conduct of research. Training involves awareness and application of established professional norms and ethical principles in the performance of all activities related to scientific research.

Researchers applying for, and receiving, support from NSF, USDS NIFA, and the NIH will need to be familiar with these respective regulations, as well as provide documentation of appropriate training as required under the terms of the award.

Regardless of funding, however, these core ethical values are expected to be upheld in all research conducted at the University and research team education in all applicable areas is highly encouraged.
Compliance 
All employees and/or students being supported by covered awards who are engaged in research shall receive formal and/or delivered instruction in ethical considerations and decision‐making in Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) that is appropriate for their disciplines and career stage. The delivered training can be completed utilizing the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) portal found at https://about.citiprogram.org/. 
It is the responsibility of the Principal Investigator/Project Director (PI/PD) for covered awards to ensure that all applicable research team members are informed of the requirement and that the requirement has been met. Moreover, it is the PI’s responsibility to provide appropriate mentoring through discussions of RCR topics and through oversight of the research project.
Scope 
This Guidance is intended to communicate the RCR training requirements of federal funding agencies and other sponsors. The applicability criteria contained within this Guidance may expand to cover other groups of researchers and sponsors in the future.
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