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Grant and Contract Accounting Office

Federal Debarment and Suspension
Background

Debarment and suspension are actions taken by the Federal government against organizations or individuals who have committed fraud or a criminal offense in violation of federal law. The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) require that all federally awarded recipients comply with the non-procurement debarment and suspension common rule. This common rule restricts sub-awards and contracts with certain parties that are debarred, suspended, or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in Federal Assistance programs or activities. Failure to comply with this policy may result in severe penalties for the University, including loss of Federal funding.

What is Debarment and Suspension

Suspension - A disqualification from government contracting and subcontracting for a temporary period because a company or individual is suspected of engaging in criminal, fraudulent, or seriously improper conduct. Federal suspension is on an interim basis pending debarment proceedings.
Debarment - An exclusion from government contracting and subcontracting for a reasonable, specified period because an individual or vendor failed to perform, or their performance was inadequate.

All individuals and entities suspended or debarred with the Federal government are reported and listed on the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), Excluded Parties Listing System (EPLS). A compliance search using the EPLS is performed at www.sam.gov. 
Compliance Procedures 

To ensure that Central Washington University is not doing business with vendors who have been suspended or debarred from doing business with the Federal government, the Contracts/Purchasing/Surplus Office, Grant & Contract Accounting and/or Pre-Award Office should check any vendor that is receiving more than $25,000 across all federal funding sources in any one fiscal year against the EPLS prior to creating a purchase order or making a payment.  
Quarterly, the Grant & Contract Accounting office will run a list of all vendors paid across the university with Federal funds. This list will be reviewed against the EPLS as a double check to make sure no Federal funds have been paid to excluded parties. If ever a vendor on this list is found to be suspended or debarred, the Grant & Contract Accounting office will remove the applicable costs from the Federal grant. EPLS review documentation is maintained and stored in the Grant & Contract Accounting and/or Pre-Award Offices.

In additional to the review, debarment and suspension requirements and certifications are embedded in all CWU Purchase Order Contract Standard Terms and Conditions found at https://www.cwu.edu/about/offices/contracts/purchasing/standard-terms-and-conditions.php. 
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