Example Writing Structure

IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

FINAL STRUCTURE

For details on formatting, see “Essay Organization: One Approach ” handout.

Where are you going?

Why are you going?

What is your position?

What are you describing?
What are you arguing?

What are you proving?

What is the goal of your paper?

What did you find?
What did you experience?

What is the evidence?

What supports your argument?
What are your reasons?

Now that you have been there, did the journey
meet your expectations?

Did you discover surprises?
What’s next?

Did you argue your point?

£

Beginning

e Did the 1929 Stock Market crash in the U.S. have
anything to do with WW 11?

e What were the real reasons for the Treaty of
Versailles?

e Why did Germans follow someone like Hitler?

Main idea / Thesis / Question

What are the theories/causes of World War 11?

Middle

e List the harsh penalties imposed by The Treaty of
Versailles upon the Weimar Republic.

e Discuss reasons why Kaiser Wilhelm capitulated
to the Allies’ terms.

e List background and sources evidencing Hitler’s
military buildup solution to fix the 1000% per
year inflation.

e Describe FDR’s occupation with the Great
Depression and explain why the U.S. was
“preoccupied.”

Supportive topics / Body
(Using sources)

Sociologists, historians, and political scientists cite
many sources for the causes of WW 11 when
developing various theories.

Newspapers
Advertisements
Personal memoirs
Oral histories
Speeches

Government documents

End

There are many contradicting ideas, theories, and
evidence about what caused WW 11.

Summary / Conclusion

As these numerous examples demonstrate, theories
as to the causes of WW Il differ according to
disciplines as well as cultures, depending upon
research sources.
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What supports your argument?

Beginning Main idea / Thesis / Question
Middle Supportive topics / Body
End Summary / Conclusion
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