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After choosing a general topic of interest, 

look at the research and begin to formulate 

a specific research question. 

Choosing a Topic 
 

Pick a topic that interests you! How does   

it relate to the available research? 

Thesis 
 

 

 

The thesis is an argumentative or contentious 

statement that attempts to answer the 

question. 
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What point do you 

intend to 

argue/explore? 

 

 

 

What information will you use 

to support your argument? 

 

 
 

How well does your evidence 

support your hypothesis? Does 

your hypothesis need revision? 
 

Final Paper 
 

 

 

 

The final product is a research paper.  The paper synthesizes and integrates the evidence you have gathered, elaborating on your thesis 

and testing the validity of your hypothesis.  The final paper should be polished and free of errors.   
 

 

Students are welcome and encouraged to bring papers into the Writing Center during any stage of the writing process!        
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Hypothesis 
 

 

 

 

Your hypothesis is an empirically verifiable 

extension of your thesis that is qualified by 

your evidence, answering the research 

question with factual evidence. 


