GREEK LETTERS

Learn the names of Greek letters — not just the obvious ones like alpha,
beta, and pi, but the more obscure psi, i, tau, omega. [...| Learn not just
to recognize these letters, but how to pronounce them. FEwven if you are not
reading mathematics out loud, it is hard to think about formulas if £, 7, w, @
are all “squiggles” to you. J. Hubbard

Below is a table of the Greek alphabetical order, with pronunciation guides for the letter
names and sounds that match how mathematicians pronounce them in English. This is not
always the same as Greek pronunciation, e.g., the sound of the letter 8 in modern Greek
is v rather than b, so SBoAr is Greek for volt, not bolt. If Greek borrows a foreign word
with a b sound in it, they transcribe that sound using the two-letter combination umw, so
barbershop is urapumrépiko = barberiko and blues (the musical style) is urAov(. (Compare
with Greek’s single letter § where English uses two letters th. If your alphabet doesn’t have
a letter representing the sound you need, you have to improvise.)

Letter Name Sound
A« &Aoo (alpha) a
Bg BiTa (beta) b
Iy | ydupa (gamma) g
Ad dENTa (delta) d
Ee yudov (epsilon) e
ZC (NTa (zeta) z
Hn Nra (eta) ee
04 OnTa (theta) th
I wta (iota) i
Kk karma (kappa) k
AN | MduBéa (lambda) 1
Mu o (mu) m
Nv vy (nu) n
= &0 (xi) ks
Oo | butkpor (omicron) 0
7 i (pi) p
Pp pw (rho) r
Yo olypa (sigma) s
Tr TaU (tau) t
Tov Oy dov (upsilon) 00
P @i (phi) f
Xx x¢ (chi) kh (or h)
Uy Yl (psi) ps
Qw wpéya (omega) o)
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Gain familiarity with the Greek letters by figuring out how to pronounce each Greek
word below. Its meaning is in the next column over. The words are in Greek alphabetical
order across the rows. Some of the words are loan words from English rather than native
Greek words.

Once you get used to the letters, you'll see a lot of the words in the table are really the
same in Greek and English, but a few words have been included where the Greek is only a
root for words in English (like Greek for “heart” and “wood.”) Try hiding the English and
see if you can figure out the Greek words by themselves. (Note: w (omega) is o, not w!! For
instance, wkeavoypapia is not wkeanografia, but rather okeanografia = oceanography.)

Greek Translation Greek Translation Greek Translation
QP aroma ATouo atom BiLBAio book
Baotkod basic BooTwrn Boston YewpeTpiar | geometry

YAWTOo QO language Tadka French onuokpatica | democracy
0ovTL tooth EVEPYELQL energy EXnvikd Greek
EYW ego CWo animal Cwitako zodiac
noLLE” ethics NAERT PLKEO electric nxw echo

NALov helium Ocwpnipa theorem Ocoroyia theology
fewpia theory LoTopia (hi)story Lo idea
KapoL heart KQTQOTpopn catastrophe Aduma lamp
AOYLKO logic pavio madness HOVTLEN music
Uipa beer vevpo nerve véo new

VooTaNYLQ nostalgia Nikn sneaker goddess E0Xo wood
Eevopofia | xenophobia OKTW eight ovopq name
TEVTGYWVO | pentagon TPOBAN U problem MA\éGrwr Plato
POK rock (music) PNTOPLKO rhetorical papwiic rhapsody
oToU mouth oeé sex OELO ULKO seismic
Tpiywro triangle TETPGYWVO square Tpaywdic tragedy
VTVWOoN hypnosis vépoyévo hydrogen pofBia fear
YOO leaf XNUEL chemistry XLT-XOT hip-hop
Xopwdic chous X PWp color Youxn soul
Yevddrvpo | pseudonym wpa hour Qpiwv Orion

Uses of Greek letters in mathematics can be found at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_letters_used_in mathematics%?2C_sci
ence%2C_and_engineering




