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From Greek Mythology to
Modern Manufacturing

— the Procrustes Problem

Abstract: The talk will focus on an elegant solution to what appears to be a difficult nonlinear
constrained optimization problem. However, it was discovered many years ago that it is actually
possible to obtain a “closed form” solution, that is, one can write down an explicit formula for
the solution. The mathematics required is a basic knowledge of linear algebra. In addition to an
outline of the solution method, the involvement of Procrustes will be explained and some examples

of industrial situations where this problem arises will be described.
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