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CHAPTER 3

AMACHE

Introduction

The Amache Relocation Center was located at 38 03' N latitude and 102 20'W longitude, and ato o

approximately 3,500 feet elevation in central Prowers County of southeastern Colorado (Figure
3.1).  The site lies about 15 miles west of the Colorado-Kansas border in the Arkansas River
Valley.  Granada is one mile east (hence the center’s common name “Granada”), Holly lies 11
miles east, and Lamar, the Prowers County seat, is 16 miles west.  Wichita, Kansas lies about
280 miles east while Denver, Colorado is about 225 miles northwest.  The center’s official post
office designation was “Amache,” named after the Cheyenne wife of John Prowers, a prominent
19  century rancher in the area (Burton et al., 2002).  th

The following pages address: 1) the physical and human setting in which Amache was located; 2)
why southeastern Colorado was selected for a relocation center; 3) the structural layout of
Amache; 4) the origins of Amache’s evacuees; 5) how Amache’s evacuees interacted with the
physical and human environments of southeastern Colorado; 6) relocation patterns of Amache’s
evacuees; 7) the fate of Amache after closing; and 8) the impact of Amache on southeastern
Colorado some 60 years after closing.      

Physical Setting

Physiography, Geology & Landforms.  Amache was located near the boundary of the High Plains
and Colorado Piedmont sections of the Great Plains Physiographic Province (Fenneman, 1931)
(Figure 3.2).  The High Plains section is characterized by a very low relief surface of Cenozoic
(i.e., about the last 65 million years) alluvium (i.e., stream sediments) blanketing older
sedimentary rocks.  The Colorado Piedmont to the west consists of dissected surfaces generally
denuded of their once overlying Cenozoic sediments.  The topography of this surface has been
shaped by its geologic structure (i.e., the type and orientation of rocks) as well as erosion
(Fenneman, 1931). 

The geology of the area is characterized by thick, gently dipping sediment and sedimentary rock
deposits.  Shales and limestones of the late Mesozoic (about 140-65 million years ago) Carlile
Shale and Niobrara Formation underlie the area (Voegeli and Hershey, 1965; Sharps, 1976)
(Figure 3.3).  Post-Mesozoic normal faults cut these units near Bristol (north of Amache), south
of Holly, and generally west of Granada.  The sedimentary rocks are blanketed by late
Quaternary (i.e., about the last 50,000 years) alluvium on the Arkansas River floodplain, dune
sand, and loess (i.e., wind blown silts and clays) on the slopes south of the floodplain.  The
origins of the dune sand are likely the Ogallala, Pleistocene, and Dakota formations of the area,
and more locally, the Arkansas River floodplain (Fenneman, 1931; Voegeli and Hershey, 1965;
Sharps, 1976).  The loess is probably of similar origins.      
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Figure 3.1.  Prowers County, Colorado and adjacent counties.  Adapted from Official Highway
Map for Colorado (2002).    
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