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Religious History 

Secular History 

100 200 300 400 

The Crucifixion 

30 AD 

Paul writes letters to Romans, 

Corinthians, etc., 42 – 62 AD 

Matthew, Mark, Luke & John 
written, probably based on oral 

traditions, 65 – 95 AD 

Rise of Gnosticism 

100 – 130 AD 

Gospel of Judas, 

150 AD 

Matthew, Mark, Luke & John made the 

four official gospels, 150 – 200 AD 

Gospels of Thomas, 

Peter, Mary Magdalene 

Gospel of Judas condemned 

by Bishop Irenaeus, 180 AD 

Familiar Christian views of today 

become dominant, 275 – 300 AD 

1st Nicene Council, 
325 AD; Emperor 

Constantine presides 
Bishop Ambrose, 339 - 397 

Augustine 354 - 430 

Athanasius, Bishop of 

Alexandria, lists all of the 
official books of the New 

Testament, 367 AD 

2nd Ecumenical 

Council, 381 AD  

500 

Tiberias Caesar, 

14 – 37 AD 

Caligula,  

 37 - 41 

Claudius I, 41 – 54, 

conquered Britain 

Nero,  

 54 - 68 

Civil war erupts, 

won by Vespasian, 

(69 – 79) who 
crushed the Jewish 

rebellion, burned 

Jerusalem and 

defeated the rebels 

of Masada 

Vespasian’s 

heirs, Titus 
& Domitian,  

79 - 96 

The five “good” emperors 

(Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, 
Antonius, Pius), 96 – 161; 

plague kills 1/3rd of western 

population, Romans execute 

Christians and drive Jews 

into exile  

Marcus Aurelius, 

161 – 180, Stoic 

Philosopher 

Commodus 

180 - 192 

Civil war erupts; Rome, 
loosely controlled by the 

Severan Dynasty (193 – 
235), falls into decline; 

the Severans make Nero 

& Co. look like a bunch 

of amateurs 

Civil authority breaks down 
entirely; various Roman 

generals vie for leadership; 
various Roman legions 

elect 20 separate Emperors 

and maybe 30 different 
“pretenders” to the throne. 

Think “Iraq.” 

Diocletian, 284 – 305, 

restores civil authority 

under the “rule of four,” 
two emperors (Diocletian 

and Maximian) and two 

vice emperors (Galerius & 

Constantius) 

Constantus dies; son Constantine 
(312 – 337) takes over, conquers 

Italy and moves the capital from 
Rome to Constantinople (now 

Istanbul); declares tolerance of all 

religions; becomes a deathbed 
convert to Christianity 

More civil war, 

337 - 351 

Constantus II, 

351 - 361 

361 – 363 Julian 

the Apostate tries 

to restore paganism 

Theodosius, 379 – 395, last 

emperor of a united empire; 

declares Christianity the 

official religion in 380. 

Split apart again, the empire 

comes under ever increasing 

external attacks and internal 

revolts 


