Mid Term Paper

In today s society people do not enjoy having guests over. It becomes more of a
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—hassfc—ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂnjlml-@f-&ﬂj‘thmgdse One has to deal with the-constant running around,
s

cleaning, preparing food as well as entertainment. 3 takes a toll ea-ene and by the time
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the guests actually arrive onejust wants to sit down-and-de-nething-and not have to worry

about tl}e entertainment. But in ancient Greece guests were one of the most important
people i1 the time p fﬁ)"d/Guests were not only treated with the utmost/a‘f/respect but also
had many other beneﬁts Guests ﬁ"e usually showered with gifts when they come to
dinner or show up at a household, they are also fed at a feast or dinner. Hospitality was
very important in the Greek society. Stories are typically told while people are eating or
drinking. But Odysseus uses h-i&cunningg}eésfand his deception with words in order to
gain all of these and everything he wants and needs.

In The Odyssey guests were given many gifts. When Telemachus is staying with
Menelaus he hears the story of what happened after the-Hiad-and the Trojan War and
what was thought to have cﬁéﬁf Odysseus. Menelaus would like Telemachus to stay
with him for a week or two and in doing so he would shower him with gifts.

“Then ill give you a princely send off — shining gifts, three stallions & a chariot

burnished bright — and I’1l add a gorgeous cup so you can pour libations out to the

deathless gods on high and remember Menelaus all your days.” (Line 662, Book

V)

When everything is done and it seems that the guest is about to leave, the host showers
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the guest with gifts. Menelaus, althou glmng Telemachus gifts that will be of no use
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