Humanities 101

Question #1

Hector Vs. Achilles

Hector and Achilles are both great warriors and great men, but differ in many
ways. Both men are considered heroes of their time, but fight for completely different
reasons. Hector, who fights for the Trojans, fights for his land and his family’s honor.

Achilles fights for only himself. Both characters believe they are fated to die on the battle

the war, but his human side is overshadowed by his love for his family. He does not want
to widow his wife and leave his child, but he knows he has to live out his fate and be a
warrior.

An example in which Hector and Achilles use different approaches to heroic
behavior is in Book 22. Hector decides to remain outside the city, while all the other
warriors are inside the walls safe from the rapidly approaching Greeks. Priam, Hector’s
father, sees Achilles and the rest of the Greeks advancing so he warns his son to get
behind the walls to remain safe. But Hector does not listen to his father. Pride and honor
play a big role in preventing Hector from backing down. Hector’s fearless confrontation
of his fate and destiny is a very heroic action. However, Hector flees from Achilles,
which is a very human reaction, not the type of behavior expected from a hero such as
Hector. This illustrates a common conflict among heroic characters; the internal contest

between having what it takes to be a hero, and the human emotions and instincts that






