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Cumra.ry to popular bellef_? not all hackers are social rejects or pimple-faced nerds.

Theavbﬁ ofhackershaﬁgreaﬂ}rchangedmthepasttenymlnfmlamhmds

with a few hackers and know for a fact that they have Wonderful lives putside of the

realm of computers. Hackers are not just people who break code/all day and gain wealth

by rippin systems.-Hankm:ﬁdcan be broken down into gbout four different

categories: The phreaker, the cracker, the black hat, and the gfey hat. All of these typesof [y
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hackers are similar in many ways, but also very different. N n UJPIU‘ ot HU)L/

The classification I am mainly going to talk about ig'a hacker i genc hacker wm’é’ ’ "

could be your next door neighbor, or someone working for/military intelligence. Hackers 25{9
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jo ‘getting hEckeE by someone “with more computer knﬂw]edgé; kmw first hand that
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being a hacker takes a lut of knnwledge about computers and knomng what exactly to do

when you are on the computer. As of laxjtr’/’s_thlit’@dmnﬂds\ are what hackers are

getting their hands on. Gnce a/_j’um your credit card number, hﬁ@ie to

\ charge whatevz((@@ on your account. Now do not jump to conclusions and think

that if your personal information is on the internet is not safe. In fact, the safest it has ever
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been. The advent of wonderﬁll ﬁrcwalls and other means to protect theft has made a
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hacker’s life a living hell. I believe that the reason hackers are so good at what they do is

the will to not give up_[f hacking was that simple, everyone would be a hacker. The drive

hackers have when wanting to perfect something is a drive that other people should strive i 1,,, s al®

for when doing daily tasks. AL
One of the most predominant places a hacker is prone to hang out is mIRC. Irc is 4

a chat program which gives anyone the ability to gather information or files from other

people’s computers. Unlike other chat programs, mIRC takes a certain level of computer

competence to operate. Most aspiring hackers may think twice before trying to learn

mIRC and all that it entails. I use mIRC myself, and it is a pretty basic program once you

are familiar with all the commands. The government can not shut down mIRC because its

main purpose is to be used as a chat program. A lot of files are transferred through mIRC
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daily. In certain rooms, people are @t_{ﬂmkﬁ}g credit card numbers for access on
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paid websites. Not only does this frustrate the companies they are cracking, but it requires

them to constantly update their security measures and they intern)lose a lot of

business. In reality, if you send someone a program and they open it up you could

potentially have access to everything on their hard drive. [ myself have toyed with a N\ \ Dﬁ‘j’n d

buddy of mine trying to get a certain program that would manipulate his CD-ROM drive. . QE' ;,gf'
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It was a fairly simple program, but}/( it was effective. I was able to open and

close his drive without having to be on his computer.






