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The Unexplored Stereotypes

In his essay, “Cocksure Women and Hensure Men,” D.H. Lawrence compares

the roles of men and women to those of and hens. He—des.gwi-bee—bet-hisﬂatural

by saty tc He
roles :Fhat-be'rng-for&he mnster]m-eall for the new day. T-h-a-mek#is filled with pride over

his duties. He feels responsible for bringing the food to his peers. The hen classically
plays no part in this duty. The hen is confident in her sole duty to lay her eggs and to

take care of them. Her confidence in her tasks is enough to make the rooster jealous.
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Enough so to make him cackle like a hen. Because, “He is pinning to be hensure, for ] {‘:ﬁ# '
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hensure is so much sure@cksure. . Lawrence goes on to explain the-boldness

ef-the-cock-and how the hen may attempt to be like the rooster, but it won't be easy. He
states, “she can more or less assume his cocksureness. And yet she is never so easy,
cocksure, as she used to be when she was hensu% ;:ncksure she is cocksure, but p
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uneasy. Hensure, she trembles, but is easy”. - Lawrence then lains ‘this
relates to mankind’s sex roles: He-says that men are becoming more timid while women

are becoming more aggressive. He argues that b:émause it is not natural, it is wrong and-." '
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is in fact dangerous. “She is cocksure, but she is a hen all the time. Frightened of her ‘{
own heny self, she rushes to mad lengths about votes, or welfare, or sports, or

business. She is marvelous, out manning the man . . . Itis all an attitude, and one day
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In Mr. Lawrence’s essay he eentnbutee one ef the many stereetypee eeneemmg

pse” LBQ)- w_ﬂ

i [ it will colla
that attitude will become a weird cramp, a pemrgn;ﬂ%ﬂi_ oliaps

ini wom , leaving the
women. In his opinion women are meant to t_f"d to their anly duties ng W ‘:i
she o ies, she will not be
man to his own responsibilities. th oversteps her boundaries, she wi 51&9 5
comfortable because it is unnatural. He also presents those who take a stand of
independence (ie. jobs) as brass and unladylike. For him male and female qualities are

mutually exclusive. pves L"
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There are multiple stereotypes assigned to women. We have all heard of women
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being called or thought of as a slut or dyke or bitch. Dur image of a homemaker er a
nurse is usually a female and not a male. Theuuld be debated for years(}
reasonable to admit that these stereotypes can be harmful to women. This is a valid
and largely accepted point. The eeunter-eggument that males also suffer from
stereotypes is rarely heard. Too often f-rre damaging effects of stereotypes of women
overshadows the importance that stereotypes and generalizations have on males. Men
experience the pain of social barriers just as females dq. To fully understand this tep:e
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tEELE must be an erlt_ierstandlng_#_ut the different types of stereotypes, how ethers ﬁ

view these stereotypes and the effects of these stereotypes.

i Concluding what stereotypes are for males is as simple as examining the L”\h Pi’
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the weaker sex. They are typically expected to take care of the children and to cook and ¢ ) ﬂit

stereotypes of females. The two are opposites of each other. Females are thought of as

/ clean. For men it is merely the counter argument. Men are expected to earn money and
to work hard. They are expected to be strong while women are expected to be weak.

#eth of these ger_l_e_l_'alizatinns have harmful effects, It just comes down to the fact that
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