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The love of money is the root of alﬁvil. The meaning of this phrase is well

known to many different cultures. Diogenes was a philnsuphe*who also agreed with this

L T view, clothes should be merely to stay warm, so he owns only a blanket
_ to keep away the chill. Houses were made to protect people from the environment, so he
,ﬂ" 3 .'ai sleeps in a mere barrel. To Diogenes, i:_}umans have made life much more mmp]e‘u_é@ it
: L:,\ s\ ..':shmﬂd be. Instead we should go baito@_ge and in doing so, go back to the way we

f were meant to be. If we all did this, not necessarily to an extreme, the world would be a

e
; better place. There would be more trees because of less deforestation. People would be

A

! treated as equals, not depending on income level. If everyone were to bend just a little to

Diogenes’ theory, the world could be changed dranmﬁeaﬂ}"_-ffhe essay Diogenes and

Alexander, by Gilbert Highet, compares two seemingly different historic characters. The

first is the philosopher Diogenes, who has given up all of his material goods. The
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many people thought Diogenes mad, and Diogenes, himself, considered them to be mad



the streets where he made his home. “They wuu]dﬂ:mv-rsha:pqtmsnnnsathmandget
sharper answers. Sometimes they threw jeers and got jibes; sometimes bits of food and
got scant thanks™ (Highet 7). Although he sounds crazy, the author says, Diogenes was a
great philosopher. He wrote all kinds of literature promoting his theory. He was a
teacher, but taught primarily be example. “All should live naturally, he said, for what
natural is normal and cannot possibly be evil or shameful. Live without conventions,
which are artificial and false; escape complexities and superfluities and extravagances:
only so can you live a free life” ( et 8).

Highet tells of one day when Diogenes was basking in the sun. Then, Highet
claims, Alexander the Great, the Macedonian king, walked up to the relaxed theorist.
Diogenes knew that a very important person had come to see him, but he didn’t bother to
move.

Alexander was also headstrong. When he was thirteen, the great philosopher
Aristotle taught him everything from poetry to science. He was also taught to fight. His
very culture saw to the success of this ability. All in all, he was a great military leader.
Highet states that when Alexander heard of the great mind of Diogenes, he was
determined to see him. He figured that Diogenes would give him a “gift of hoarded
wisdom,” out of respect and awe. Instead Diogenes did nothing. He lay there on the
ground until finally Alexander spoke up. “‘Can I do anything for you Diogenes?"” he
asked.

“**Stand to one side,”” was Diogenes’ reply. “You're blocking the sunlight.””






