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“Stranger in the Village”

In the 1955 essay “Stranger in the Village” James Baldwin
chronicles his experience as the only black person to be living
in a small Swiss wvillage. This willage, whose name is not
mentioned, is only four hours from Milan and three hours from
Lausanne yet has no movie theater and no bank. Most ‘modern’

luxuries are reached by traveling to the nearest village, which
-
is only slightly larger than the orlglnal Baldwin speaks on
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his experlences cf being stared at by the community w1th

inqulsltlveness. The children would run by and gaze with awe
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and in response to this, he writes, “In all of this, in which it ‘UE$3
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must be conced%d:}here was the charm of genuine wonder and in Iq ﬁ
which there was certainly no element of intentional unkindness wﬁgﬂiu
m" [123ﬁ. He addresses the conflict that some faced in ’? Q
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accepting his “abnormality”, in their v1ews, and relates fhat to
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his perceived constant battle of blacks against whites in ﬁ Juk
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America. 6ft;segues into the topic of the white maﬁ/)ccnstant .
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need to keep the black man below him, to keep the simplicity of
life and to avoid consequences of previous actions. Baldwin
ends his tale with some retrospective commentary of possible
peace in the futu{fﬂj“It is precisely this black-white
experience which may prove of indispensable value to us in the
world we face today".’”'tlzaz. (121-129)

Living on a military base would seem to pretty much
guarantee a diverse population. When my family and I first
moved to Ft. Lewis, Washingto??ﬁt was as varied as any town
could come. Unfortunately, tﬂé longer we stayed there, the less
diverse it became. Asians and Pacific Islanders began to move
in more frequently than before and you could see the influence
in the job disbursement.

Every place tﬁ%& you went, whether it was for a doctor’s

appointment or to grocery shop at the commissary, there seemed
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to be ten times more of these ethnic groups than there was two (?Q
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years previous. The entire dynamic of the living envlronment Mﬁ'¥ 1%
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cﬂﬁﬂggq\frum carefree to one of subtle tension between the ﬁﬂ}’

adults. I can remember-a time when everyday activities were
simple, but then there were so many hurdles that had to be HF_ﬁp
passed to get them do?%l}t didn’t seem worth leaving the house Lﬂ 1

sometimes. It wasn’'t ;lways like this. Ft. Lewis used to be a OW@t%f

pretty unguarded atmosphere. But as job positions were shifted my&
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and people got shafted, people took things personally and the
serenity of the community was disrupted.

There—was é%e point in my life, when I was about nine years
old, tﬁﬁé I remember listening to my father try to make an
appointment with his doctor. The nurse, an obvicusly kind woman

who spoke broken English with a heavy Korean accent, asked him

to please wait a moment while she checked for appointment times. L bﬂw
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After being on hold for a few minutes, the other line began to ii.bw
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ring. When the other line was picke@ up, my father discovered %}jfu

o ¢
-\.J o
he had been connected to a random patient’s room. After

speaking with the patient, my father hung up and called the
nurse again, only to go through the process all over again

because the woman did not remember him. ﬁ?

[9"
\? U\

cultural relationships difficult for me, but the stigmé that lﬂJ ﬁ’ “
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comes aleng with parental tensxan eventually seeped into my F;xkiyj <P

life. I couldn’t help but always remember the frustration in my \ﬁﬂ %
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fathgrs,voice or the look on his face when he saw others going

Most people wouldn’t think of this as something to make

through the same cultural and lingual barriers as he did. These
reactions began to reflect in my own behavior with my peers and
adults. I began to distrust the growing number of Asians and
Pacific Islanders that moved into the neighborhood. It wasn’t
something I did consciously; there wasn’t a noticeable

adjustment in my behavior. There were subtle changes, times






