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The Grading System: A or F?

In an excerpt titled “A Proposal to Abolish Grading” from the book Compulsory
Miseducation and the Community of Scholars written in 1966, author Paul Goodman argues that
students aren’t doing as well as they could on tests and assignments because of pressures of
grading. College aptitude tests and pressures to compete for grades with other students are
creating unnecessary tension in classrooms. L ( M*" 0= “.q

% 4 jrv&sﬁ WF'EJ.}' to avoid this [:lrnﬁ.@.ssun;‘J Goodman suggests sevemirem;ﬁ to why Universities (;u
should be nd of the grading system all together. He says that the great majority of professors

agree that gradlng hmdars tcachmg and creates a bad spirit, going as far as cheating and
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plagiarizing (78). Mf* Jr i uk

f;:l \!l | Grading has been aruund for many years, mainly as a form of evaluation for schools and
ﬂ Nalso major companies. One reason for evaluating students is to be able to label them on the hasm LIWA. e CJ;
Iﬂ" l+ of their performance and weed out the “good” students from the “bad” {Kohn 1994) ‘I‘he A 'hul
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problem with this is that are many students out there who want to be in the classroom and want

to learn but do not retain information as well as other students. Grading poses a ﬂ]_.‘lr‘egl to their iﬁr
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excitement and will to learn; receiving F’s o: _gapcrs and assignments can create discouragement
in a student’s mimf} ‘ M D-r&m«'

Questions are also mseg_ about wﬁglether grades are reliable enough to allow students to be

sorted effectively. Many students experiénca struggles with grade fluctuations because of the
evaluations that professors are performing based on their grading criteria. However, this
ﬁ (o' ¢ Xell LU{JLD 2 fu mﬁ\ hure



fluctuation creates confusion on the content being graded. Kohn says that studies show that any
particular teacher may well give different grades to a single piece of work submitted at two
different times. Naturally the variation is even greater when the work is evaluated by more than

one teacher (Kohn 1994).

b

grades, and 37.2 percent of science grades were an A or A-. College-wide, only 4.4 percent of hulﬂ;’ﬂ ﬂi
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grades are below a B- (Lunblad 2003). -~ \ b""
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This is known as grade inflation and many people, even professors, have a problem with | fﬂ."w’

the idea. Published in The Chronicle of Higher Education: The Chronicle Review, Professor /
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hmﬂ ' Another concern that many face is the discrepancy in grading among different academic
\Lﬂ*k} disciplines. For example, while 53.7 percent of all grades given at the Wellesley College from < :
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2000 to 2002 were an A or A-, 61.1 percent of humanities grades, 55.8 percent of social science
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Harvey Mansfield, who teaches at Harvard University, describes his personal feelings on gradg
1
inflation: !

Grade inflation has resulted from the emphasis in American education on the |
notion of self-esteem. According to that therapeutic notion, the purpose of
education is to make students feel capable and empowered. So to grade them, or to
grade them strictly, is cruel and dehumanizing. Grading creates stress. It
encourages competition rather than harmony. It is judgmental. (M eld 2001)

Manstield b% that professors are beginning to use grades as a popularity contest. If
they give students good grades then students will spread the word that professors are “cool” and
that will bring in more students to their classes. Mansfield describes this feeling:

There is something inappropriate -- almost sick -- in the spectacle of mature

adults showering young people with unbelievable praise. We are flattering our

students in our eagerness to get their good opinion. That our students are






