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My Life as a Cocksure Woman

In an essay titled “Cocksure Women and Hensure Men,” D.H. Lawrence says that men
and women have reversed their gender roles so that women have gotten more “cocksure,” while
men are now less so. Women are either demure or cocky and dauntless. The modern woman,
Lawrence says, is a cocksure woman, who presents herself as the boss and is very domineering.
She is bold and filled with assurance in everything she does. Often she is cockier than a man. \
Passionate and energetic, she literally out-mans the man. Lawrence says the old-fashioned L.\\\[Q ,]0"{ U\
woman is a hensure woman, one who has physical sureness but not mental sureness. Not having é‘)w\ i
a mental sureness means that she can be easily startled or frightened. By her nature, a hensure
woman is supposed to be timid, shy, soft and submissive. The modern cocksure woman is,
however, a dangerous woman. She doesn’t realize that when the cock crows, a lot of the time he
is just pretending to be so confident. Consequently, she can get overly confident, which can get
her into trouble. She is marvelous, but overall disconnected because she is playing a part that
doesn’t come naturally to her. Missing the blissfulness of hensureness, she has missed her life
altogether (38-39).

Lawrence makes a good point that today’s women are cocksure; however, he is wrong in

saying that these women have missed their lives and become tragic figures. Instead I believe that

many women today have embraced their lives successfully and coped with change.
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