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Heracles vs. Athena

After reading The Odyssey, a classic epic, and Philoctetes, one of the famous
Greek tragedies, it is easy to see that there is an apparent difference in the way that the
gods Athena and Herakles sponsor the humans Odysseus and Philoctetes. The most
notable difference of these two gods is the way that they showed up and made an
appearance in the finale of the stories. Other ways to distinguish them from one another is
to look at the obvious differences in the men that they sponsor and how the gods are
connected to these two men. Although similarities may be found in these two relations of

5;there could not be any two more diverse relationships.

The OdysSey and Philoctetes would have not ended they way that they did had it
not been for the divine appearances of Athena and Heracles. In The Odyssey, Athena
appears in the end as herself; for her this is a drastic change from the usual disguises of a
little girl and young man that she usually appears in. On the other hand it is unclear how
Heracles makes his appearance in Philoctetes. He may have only appeared to Philoctetes
or he may have appeared for all to see, but the way he appeared was not exceptionally
unusual for him. Besides how the appearance was made there are other differences that
can be recognized. The first being, Athena was with Odysseus throughout his entire
journey to Troy and then coming back home. She is there for him and helps him often
when he needs her to back him up and make sure that he survives the trouble that he is
always in. So in a sense, her final appearance that brings peace to Ithaka is not a

surprising appearance, only the way that she appears is out of character. On the other



hand, Heracles has only one single appearance in Philoctetes. His appearance brings an
end to a situation that seems to be going nowhere. Heracles has left Philoctetes on an
island by himself for so many years with only a bow and it is not apparent that Heracles
has made any interaction with Philoctetes during this time. Unlike Athena, he has not
helped Philoctetes so this emergence is a total shocker. However there is one similarity in
these final appearances, which is that the gods came to help resolve a conflict that has
developed among the characters.
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have led sueh different lives. While Philoctetes remains on an island injured and all by
himself, Odysseus has fought in Troy, had love affairs with divine beings, escaped death
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be-haw she gives him a disguise so that he can go talk to the suitors without being

recognized and when he is fighting the suitors how she comes and fights by his side as

Mentor. These-examples demonstrate-perfectly that-Odysseusrelies o Athena. Ii is easy
to-see that-these e have-individual needs frofh the gods.







