English 10>

Midterm Essay #1

Apprenticeship

Neoptolemus and Telemakhos are both characters from famous Greek tragedies.
Both of them had famous fathers who went to fight in the Trojan War. While one father
died the other was kept adrift while his son grew into adulthood. Both Neoptolemus and
Telemakhos were the sons of Warrior Kings and the role in the tragedies they were in
was as the role of apprentice. Both of them were put into situations to teach them how to
become good warrior kings, and they both had positive and negative role models from
which to learn.

In the Odyssey Telemakhos is introduced as the son of King Odysseus of Ithika
who has been missing for twenty years. With Odysseus and an entire generation of men
gone away from the island country Telemakhos was left with his positive role models that
he should have had to instruct him on how to become a warrior king. This left him with
only Mentor, the men of the city council and the suitor, who themselves were raised
lacking positive role models. Now Mentor was not a good role model at %;1‘:1 Telemakhos
even understood that. Although Odysseus left Mentor in charge of Ithika j'nrhcn he left for
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I'roy, Mentor was easily seen to be a wuss. However, the suitors were more of a role

maodel for Telemakhos than Mentor. This was in part because they were around

ey

Telemakhos more often than Mentor (not the Mentor that was actually Athena) was. The



suitors were slothful and greedy. They were focused more on eating away their host’s

resources and their own pleasure than anything else. They paid little to no attention to

the laws of hospitality that were at the heart of many of the Greeks ways of life. While
they were indeed negative role models for Telemakhos he still learned a lot from them

simply by trying to do everything opposite to what they did.

Once Telemakhos was ready to leave the island he began to meet more role
models, both positive and negative. His first positive role model was Athena who came
to him in disguise. Her presence reinforced his growing knowledge of hospitality and the
belief in the gods. She also helped him to learn that he couldn’t just stay as he was, doing
nothing as the suitors were wasting all his worldly goods away. She encouraged him to
act but when he went to act without planning she push him back reminding him to plan
what he was going to act on. Once away from Ithika Telemakhos met Nestor and
Menalos and Helen, three famous giants from the age of his father and the Trojan War.
Nestor, like Mentor was seen to be a negative role model. While him did welcome
Telemakhos to his home he wasn’t willing to do as he did before for Menalos and go to
the aid of Telemakhos and his besieged mother. Nestor was not willing to start another
war over a woman because of the son of his old friend came to him for aid.

When he meets Helen and Menalos, Telemakhos is confronted with both negative
and positive sides to the way of life. They are also his first sight of what marriage is like.
He watches and can see the animosity between Helen and Menalos as they verbally spar
with each other in front of the entire court. They are warm in welcoming him and in their
praise of the gods, as all good Greeks should be. However they also show him through

action as well as tales of the war that the rash actions of men tend to lead to disaster



reinforcing what Athena was already trying to teach Telemakhos, that one should think
before acting.

His final role model in the Odyssey is his father, Odysseus. Now although
Telemakhos only meets him near the end of the story, Odysseus is still his primary role
model from the very beginning of the story. His very absence in itself is something that
Telemakhos must learn from. It shows a lack of care for Ithika and it’s people. But
beyond that lack of care Odysseus’ leaves Mentor behind as the primary leader of the
country, not because he will be good for the position but because Odysseus knows
Mentor is such a wuss that he would never think or act to take the throne from Odysseus,
even while the king is absent. Next is the fact that when he leaves, Odysseus takes with
him the best men of an entire generation which allows for boys like the suitors to grow up
because there is no one left to teach the boys how to act respectively. The only positive
thing Odysseus teaches his son isn’t so much being taught as to simply reinforce what
Athena was already teaching him. Telemakhos gets to watch first hand how to deal out
punishment from his father while at the same time learning that if he doesn’t plan for his
actions they are liable to fail.

In the play Philoctetes we meet Neoptolemus, the son of Achilles. Like
Telemakhos, Neoptolemus has grown up without his father and has only the stories of his
deeds to learn from. Unlike Odysseus, Achilles deeds are more legendary and are all
positive examples on how to be a warrior king. Along with the memory of his father’s
deeds, Neoptolemus also has Philoctetes and Odysseus as role models. Like Achilles,
Philoctetes is a positive role model, teaching Neoptolemus that above all a warrior king is

nothing without his honor and that even if another option arises that will allow a man to






