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Washington State's Shoreline Management Program 

requires the protection of aesthetic resources.

Aesthetics resources are often not 

adequately addressed in shoreline 

management plans.

ÅShoreline aesthetic data is 

unavailable.

ÅStandardized procedures for 

developing the data do not exist.



Åcomponent-based field survey methods 

(e.g. Sommerville et al., 2003)   

Åsurveys of visual preference based on 

photography and field visits (e.g. Morgan 

and Williams, 1999)  

Åuse of remotely sensed data and GIS 

modeling (e.g. Ayad, 2005) 

Quantification of Visual Attributes



Purpose

Develop a methodology for assessing and mapping 

aesthetic resources for Washington State Parks on marine 

shorelines.



Puget Sound, Washington State's inland coast, contains 

approximately 3000 km of coastline

State Parks on Puget Sound 

comprise 7 % of Puget Sound 

shoreline

Å54 State Parks and 22 State Park 

properties

Å202 km of shoreline

Åwide diversity of shoreline types



Dominant Beachform and Upland Form Types of 

Washington State Parks in the Puget Sound
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Combines use of digital aerial 

photographs, maps, and panoramic 

photographs within internet -based, 

scenic preference survey

Mapping of scenic preference scores 

for each representative panorama.

Use of viewshed analysis and existing 

physical, biological, and cultural data 

to inventory relevant features 

present in each panorama.

Methodology




