The Faces of
Philanthropy

Left to right, Rob Downing, Aaron Christophersen and Jeff Stedman
at the CWU College of Business Scholarship Dinner in Seattle on
March 29. Bill Sammer was unable to attend.

t’s generally easier to remember a name when you can put a
face with it. The same holds true for a concept. In this case,
the concept is philanthropy and the faces are those of Aaron
Christophersen, who grew up in Bothell; Rob Downing,
from north Seattle; Bill Sammer, a Chicago native; and Jeff
Stedman, who hails from the small Eastern Washington
town of Wilbur.

The four met on Central’s Ellensburg campus. It was the CWU
student chapter of Alpha Kappa Psi, a well-respected, professional
business fraternity, which brought the four together and began their
friendship.

Despite coming from different cities and different backgrounds, they
had one thing in common: they were all putting themselves through
school. While earning their business degrees — Aaron in accounting,
Rob and Bill in business administration, and Jeff in both business
administration and economics — each developed a keen understanding
of the financial challenges facing college students.

Even after graduating from Central in 1992 and pursuing their
individual careers, they have remained close. They have been in each
others’ weddings, taken joint vacations and gotten together whenever
possible. And, when they do, the conversation inevitably gets around
to their time at Central.

But they’re doing more than just reflecting on the past. They have

an eye on the future. That’s why, as a group, they established the
Christophersen, Downing, Sammer, and Stedman Scholarship. It’s for
students of at least junior standing in the CWU College of Business
(COB) who have maintained grade point averages of 2.5 or better and
hold leadership positions within a COB student club, such as Alpha
Kappa Psi.

“Scholastics are important, but developing leadership potential is just
as important,” Christophersen says. “That’s why we decided to add
that component to our scholarship.”

Dr. Roy Savoian, COB dean, adds, “This commitment is an
extraordinary example of young alumni investing in the future of
Central Washington University and its students.”

The annual $500 scholarship was first awarded for the 2006-07
academic year to Karissa Robinson, a senior accounting major from
Edmonds-Woodway High School.

“It’s a great scholarship and I’m so grateful for it,” she says. “It makes
me want to contribute to scholarships in the future. After I get out
into the ‘real world,” I’'m planning to give to Central so there can be
scholarships for the next generation of students.”

At that point, Robinson will become another face of philanthropy.





