
I
t’s generally easier to remember a name when you can put a 
face with it. The same holds true for a concept. In this case, 
the concept is philanthropy and the faces are those of Aaron 
Christophersen, who grew up in Bothell; Rob Downing, 
from north Seattle; Bill Sammer, a Chicago native; and Jeff 
Stedman, who hails from the small Eastern Washington 
town of Wilbur.

The four met on Central’s Ellensburg campus. It was the CWU 
student chapter of Alpha Kappa Psi, a well-respected, professional 
business fraternity, which brought the four together and began their 
friendship. 

Despite coming from different cities and different backgrounds, they 
had one thing in common: they were all putting themselves through 
school. While earning their business degrees — Aaron in accounting, 
Rob and Bill in business administration, and Jeff in both business 
administration and economics — each developed a keen understanding 
of the financial challenges facing college students.  

Even after graduating from Central in 1992 and pursuing their 
individual careers, they have remained close. They have been in each 
others’ weddings, taken joint vacations and gotten together whenever 
possible. And, when they do, the conversation inevitably gets around 
to their time at Central. 

But they’re doing more than just reflecting on the past. They have 
an eye on the future. That’s why, as a group, they established the 
Christophersen, Downing, Sammer, and Stedman Scholarship. It’s for 
students of at least junior standing in the CWU College of Business 
(COB) who have maintained grade point averages of 2.5 or better and 
hold leadership positions within a COB student club, such as Alpha 
Kappa Psi.

“Scholastics are important, but developing leadership potential is just 
as important,” Christophersen says. “That’s why we decided to add 
that component to our scholarship.”

Dr. Roy Savoian, COB dean, adds, “This commitment is an 
extraordinary example of young alumni investing in the future of 
Central Washington University and its students.” 

The annual $500 scholarship was first awarded for the 2006-07 
academic year to Karissa Robinson, a senior accounting major from 
Edmonds-Woodway High School.

“It’s a great scholarship and I’m so grateful for it,” she says. “It makes 
me want to contribute to scholarships in the future. After I get out 
into the ‘real world,’ I’m planning to give to Central so there can be 
scholarships for the next generation of students.”

At that point, Robinson will become another face of philanthropy.
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Left to right, Rob Downing, Aaron Christophersen and Jeff Stedman 
at the CWU College of Business Scholarship Dinner in Seattle on 
March 29. Bill Sammer was unable to attend.

The Faces of 
Philanthropy

“Life isn’t about what you get, it’s about what you give.” That’s a guiding tenet 
for Christine Day. It is a tenet developed, in part, through her association 
with Central Washington University.

Christine was one of five children in the McCormick family, who immigrated 
to the U.S. from Northern Ireland in 1969. The family had to go into debt 
to pay for the plane tickets. While they enjoyed living in Seattle, the Boeing 
layoffs affected the family and they found themselves living paycheck-to-
paycheck, sometimes with only a nickel in her father’s pocket. With the help 
of others, they were able to go on and “live the American dream,” she says. 
Christine has never forgotten the generosity extended to her family.

She went on to become the first family member to attend a university in 
the U.S. But it was not without struggle. As a student at Sammamish High 
School, she visited the CWU campus during her participation in both Girls 
State and Business Week. Christine liked what she saw. However, due to the 
Pacific Northwest’s economic downturn at that time, her family was not in a 
financial position to help her attend college.

Undeterred, Christine enrolled at Central and applied for student aid and 
scholarships. She also worked as a waitress to help pay her way through 
school. She subsequently received a waiver for books, a small scholarship 
from her father’s company and some other modest awards, which made the 
difference in allowing her to make college possible.

Christine graduated in 1984 with a Bachelor of Arts in administrative 
management. She left campus with a profound appreciation for philanthropy 
and an even deeper awareness of how a gift — large or small — can keep a 
dream alive.

Christine joined Starbucks in 1987 and held numerous positions within 
the company. Most recently she was the Asia Pacific group president for 
Starbucks Coffee International and was responsible for company-owned and 
licensed markets in the Asia Pacific region, including business development, 
brand management and business portfolio management. She is currently 
working on a book proposal about women leaders and is in discussions to 
become a CEO at a public company.

Thanks in large part to the success of Starbucks, Christine and her 
husband Pat have been able to generously support a variety of causes and 
organizations. 

Christine also models a service ethic 
through her volunteer work including 
as the current vice chair and chair-
elect of the CWU Foundation. She 
volunteered for six years on the 
school board, including two years as 
president, of First Place, a school for 
homeless children. Christine also led 
the school’s capital campaign. 

Christine and Pat have begun to 
instill their commitment to giving in 
their children through establishing 
the Day Family Small Blessings Fund.  

Through it, rather than purchasing 
an excessive amount of Christmas 
gifts for Kevin, 21; Kaleigh, 18; and 
Connor, 8, the family meets to 
discuss giving through the charitable 
trust. Each family member selects 
a charity to support with a gift. In 
addition, each child spends time 
contributing to their chosen charity in other meaningful ways. The goal is to 
ensure that the kids see the benefit of their generosity first hand. 

Kaleigh has volunteered at First Place and serves as co-chair of Kids of 
Kyoto for the Eastside. Her charity of choice is Conservation International. 
Connor donates books to the school library in areas he likes best, which 
include insects, lizards and science that can be read at his grade level. For 
each of the children’s birthdays, family and friends are also encouraged to 
make a gift to a charity in the child’s name.

Giving is a guiding tenet for Christine Day. It’s a tenet which is now shared 
by her family as well.

small blessings

Christine Day

Christine Day and her husband Patrick, who is also a CWU alum, 
established the Day Family Scholarship Endowment in 2006. It will 
provide a rotating scholarship to benefit young women majoring in 
business, education and those demonstrating leadership potential.




