
9.9. Women Studies - Charter

9.9.1. Ml:~sion

The Women Studies Program (WSP) at Central Washington University promotes and
disseminates scholarship on women and gender, in order to increase understanding o{ the
contempOrOl?1 and historical experience, roles, and contributions o/both women and men. .

Knowledge about and sensitivity to women and gender issues is an impOltant addition to any
career patll, but is also an impOltant element in tlle general education of Central students. The
Women Studies Program has offered tlle popular Introduction to Women Studies course within
the general education program since the fall of 1986.

Target Population

The Women Studies Program is directed toward two prim81y groups of undergraduate students.
Firs~ toward students in general education who have an interest in women's and/or gender issues.
Secondly, toward students who pursue a minor in order to develop special expertise in
women/gender studies tllat wiII enhance professional prep81'ation in association with their major
progr8llls (e.g. Anthropology, Arts, Biological Science, Business, English, COlmnl11lication,
F81niIy & Consmner Studies, Philosophy, General Studies, HistOly, Law & Justice, Political
Science, Psychology,Sociology, Theatre Arts, etc.).

9.9.2. Objectives

One of the sh81'ed values .of CWU is to nmture a recognition of and respect for the diversity
within our state, our nation, and the world. Consistent with the mission of the University, the
objectives of the Women Studies Progr81n 81'e:

• To explore existing knowledge about women and gender in a v81iety of disciplines.

• To assess clitically the traditional disciplines in the light of new data conceming
women and gender.

•

•

•

•

To provide an academic foundation for students pl=ing C81'eers m W01llen
studies or related fields.

To increase the number of disciplin81y and lllterdisciplin81y courses in Women
Studies.

To promote rese81'ch 81ld scholarship about women and gender within existlllg
disciplllles.

To fusler an aW81'eness oftlle diversity ofwOlnen's experience.

9.9.3. Residence

The Women Studies Program resides witilin the College of the Sciences.

9.9.4. Program Specific Provisions

University policy peltallls, Witll tllese provisions:

9.9.4.1. Women Studies Progr81n Faculty

9.9.4. I. I. Program Faculty: Tenured or tenme-tTack faculty members who teach on
recurring basis (e.g., at least one course for tlle minor in each two year cycle) are
eligible 10 be program faculty. This definition may be modified to suit tile needs
oftlle Women Studies Program in its ch81ter. The program faculty slatus will be
reviewed on an annual basis.
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