
 

 
 
 
Central Washington University 
Board of Trustees 
May 13, 2015 
 
INFORMATION – Voluntary Fee State Law and CWU Use History 
 
State law (RCW 28B.15.610) authorized college and university students to voluntarily 
impose fees or charges upon themselves for a student purpose they identify. Once 
adopted by the students and approved by the Board of Trustees, the fee is mandatory, 
unless students subsequently vote to eliminate or reduce it. The RCW reads in part: 
 

Students are authorized to create or increase voluntary student fees for each 
academic year when passed by a majority vote of the student government or its 
equivalent, or referendum presented to the student body or such other process that 
has been adopted under this section.  

 
 Approval of the proposed fee by the Board of Trustees is required in order to 
authorize the university to collect the fee from students, to apply student financial aid 
toward payment of the fee, to make disbursements from the student fee account, and 
to account for the funds so collected and disbursed. 
 
CWU has not articulated a process for the adoption of Voluntary Fees and has used 
different processes to change or adoption a Voluntary Fee, although this process is 
now being defined. 
 
 
CWU students have adopted four fees using this RCW: 
 
Athletics 

• In 1997 students approved a fee of $35 per quarter in order to “ensure the 
future of a quality Athletics Program.” Students voted to increase the fee to $42 
per quarter in 2009. In June 2014, the Board of Directors of the Associated 
Students of CWU (ASCWU) voted to increase the athletic fee by $9 per quarter in 
academic year 2013-14 ($51 per quarter) and $5 per quarter in academic year 
2014-15 ($56 per quarter).  

 
Student Union Building and Recreation Center  

• In 2001-2002 students approved two fees to fund the construction of the SURC. 
Quarterly fees of $64.00 for the Union Building and $95.00 for the University 
Recreation Center were enacted in 2006-2007 when the SURC opened. 

 
Washington Student Lobby Initiative  

• In 2008 students approved a $2.00 annual fee to fund participation in the 
Washington Student Lobby. 
 
 



  
 

 

Math and Writing Tutoring Fee 
• In 2014 students approved a $5.00 quarterly fee to support peer tutoring for all 

students in the Learning Commons Math and Writing Center. 
 
 
Voluntary fees that have been proposed and rejected include a $1 annual fee to 
fund legal services deemed necessary by the ASCWU-BOD. Students rejected this 
proposal in 2012. 
 
This year, a Voluntary Fee to establish a Student Arts Fund is on the student ballot 
as this report is being prepared. The fee would impose: 
 

“…a $50 per quarter fee on all full-time students on the Ellensburg Campus, pro-
rated for part-time students, establishing an Arts Fund to support a Fine and 
Performing Arts and Speaker Series as well as expanded  co-curricular and extra-
curricular activities in the programs of Creative Writing, Dance, Film and Video 
Studies, Fine Arts, Music, and Theatre Arts.”                                                                                                                                

 
The fee proposal comes amidst fear of continued state funding cuts and uncertainty 
about funding in general, and after several years of budgetary constraint. As a result, 
the proposal has launched a robust discussion across campus about the appropriate 
role of a once-obscure fee provision in a climate of fiscal constraint. The proposal also 
has prompted other units to consider whether they ought to propose the next 
Voluntary Fee. 
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