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Catalogue Description This course encompasses the study of important periods of 
theatre history and dramatic literature from the Greeks through the present. 
 
Course Description This course may be taken for enrichment. It also creates an 
opportunity for students from varied backgrounds, including English, Education, Art, 
Communications and History, to gain knowledge and fluency in the history of theatre, 
establishing a broad based background, which will help them successfully complete 
graduate level courses in dramatic literature, criticism, and production. 
 
Required Texts: The scripts we are reading first are available online. I have listed the 
websites where you can find them. The last two plays are both through Dramatist’s Play 
Service- I would order together to save on shipping cost. Allow time for delivery. I 
recommend ordering now rather than waiting for the week they are due!  
 
The textbook is: The Theatre: A Concise History. By Phyllis Hartnoll. Available used 
from Amazon for less than $8. Order ASAP. 
 
The Plays: 
Prometheus Bound, by Aeschylus (http://classics.mit.edu/Aeschylus/prometheus.html) 
Master Pierre Pathelin, Anonymous. (I will make this available as a pdf) 
Tamburlaine by Christopher Marlowe (http://www.fullbooks.com/Tamburlaine-the-
Great-Part-1.html) 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by George Aiken, adapted from the novel by Harriet Beecher 
Stowe. (http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/AikUncl.html) 
Riders to the Sea, by John M. Synge (http://www.one-act-
plays.com/dramas/riders_to_the_sea.html) 
Trifles by Susan Glaspell (http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/eng384/trifles.htm) 
 
For Purchase not available to read online: 
Marisol by Jose Rivera (http://www.dramatists.com/cgi-bin/db/single.asp?key=858) 
The Women of Lockerbie by Deborah Breevort (http://www.dramatists.com/cgi-
bin/db/single.asp?key=3626) 
 
Required films (available on DVD/VHS at Blockbuster/Netflix/Public Library) 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin  (Available through Netflix, Blockbuster etc. Find it ahead of time. 
Please let me know asap if you are unable to get this dvd) 
Shakespeare in Love (Tom Stoppard, screenwriter) 
Waiting For Guffman (Christopher Guest) 
 
Objectives 
• Recognition and exploration of the progression of Western Theater 
• Identifying and analyzing social/political impact on theater (and vice versa) 
• Discussion and analysis of texts from distinct historical periods 
• Distillation of key concepts from history and application to today’s world. 



 
Assignments 
• Essays, online discussions, quizzes, Mid-term, Final exam. 
• One short paper on Early Western Theater 
• One paper on one of the playwrights from the reading list 
• Research paper developed on an area of interest  
• Power Point or other computer-based presentation to work in conjunction with the 
research paper. 
 
Course Requirements 
• Read all plays and assigned readings by the date specified. 
• View all films assigned by date specified. 
• Regular participation in Discussion Board Topics as assigned. 
• Power Point/Computer based presentations. 
• Write all papers assigned and document research. (Plagiarism can result in a failing 
grade for the course*) 
 
Grading Scale 
90-100 = A 
80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
Below 60 = Failing Grade 
 
On-line course, attendance reflected through joining online discussions, and 
submissions on time. 
 
Theatre Arts Mission Statements 
University Mission; 
“Docendo Discimus” (By Teaching We Learn) 
Department Mission; 
The Department of Theatre Arts is an ensemble of artists, scholars, educators, and 
practitioners located in the heart of the Pacific Northwest who: 
• prepare students for advanced study and professional careers in theatre; 
• promote creativity and excellence in a diverse educational environment; 
• cultivate, educate, challenge and enrich audiences; and 
• train and prepare students from diverse backgrounds to link art and life through 
experiential learning; in order to nurture skilled, thoughtful, and 
courageous citizens who will promote a peaceful and tolerant global community 
Center for Teaching and Learning Theme; “facilitators of learning in a diverse world” 
 
Teaching Philosophy: 
The Theatre Arts Department supports and practices constructivism as a teaching 
philosophy. Indeed, it may be argued that it has used this philosophy in almost all of the 
diverse areas within the discipline since the art of theatre was created by human beings. 
Teachers of Theatre Arts practice tenets from the three forms of constructivism 
exhaustively covered in the Conceptual Framework; Developmental, Social, and Socio-
cultural. As a result, we apply the views commonly and generally held by constructivist 
teachers; 
• Learning opportunities are best when accompanied by high levels of active engagement 



with tasks that characterize them. 
• Formal knowledge is valued and made available to the learner, but the learner is 
encouraged to reflect on it and be skeptical about it, rather than simply accept it. 
• Multiple examples and a variety of representations of content enable learners to derive 
meaning. 
• Critical thinking, reflection, and problem solving are prized and encouraged. 
• Interaction and conversation with others in the learning environment can improve the 
learner’s ability to state her case, can widen perspective, and can motivate learning. 
• Multiple and authentic measures of assessment provide richer insight into the learner’s 
construction of knowledge. 
• Verbal explanations can and should be supplemented by experiential learning. 
It should be noted that each teacher applies these precepts in diverse ways, according to 
their particular area within the discipline. 
 
*Plagiarism: plagiarizing consists of using another person’s work and submitting it as 
your own. This includes material found on the Internet or from other source materials. If 
you are using material for a paper and have questions about citation, please ask. Better to 
cite incorrectly, than not cite and plagiarize instead. Plagiarism can result in a failing 
grade on the assignment, and/or a failing grade in the class. Further consequences, such 
as expulsion or permanent record is up to the discretion of the faculty and/or department 
chair. 


