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“Pecos Bill and the Ghost Stampede” Synopsis  
 
A little girl named Missy lives in the great State of Texas.  But Missy 
doesn’t feel very great.  She doesn’t think she is very important, pretty or 
talented.  Then Missy meets the legendary Pecos Bill.  He promises to teach 
her how to be big and important.  But mostly, Pecos Bill just seems to get 
Missy into trouble.  First, Pecos Bill’s cattle drink up all the water on Missy’s 
ranch.  So Missy and Pecos Bill decide to dig a new well, with the help of a 
tornado.  But the well gets too deep, oil bubbles out of the ground, and then 
a giant wave of oil washes all the cows and Missy and Bill into the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Now the Gulf of Mexico is polluted, the cows have turned into 
ghosts and there still isn’t any water to drink!  Plus, Missy has been washed 
far away from home.  What is she going to do?  How is she going to make 
everything all right?  With the help of a giant prairie dog, a friendly 
roadrunner and her best cow friend, Encephalitis,  Missy is able to make 
everything better, but not before Pecos Bill gets them into a few more 
scrapes, including letting loose a giant snake, and planting a dangerous cactus 
forest.  Missy and Bill both learn that, even in the middle of the wildest 
adventures, it’s important to be kind to other people.  And by the end of the 
play, Missy also realizes that she doesn’t have to big or important or 
legendary—it’s better—and enough--for her to just be herself. 
 
Characters 
 
Missy 
Pecos Bill 
Missy’s Pa 
Missy’s Ma 
Cow 
Prairie Dog 
Roadrunner 
Snake 
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WHO WAS PECOS BILL? 
 

Pecos Bill was probably never a real person.  He first appeared in Century Magazine 
as a character in the story The Saga of Pecos Bill by Edward O’Reilly in 1923.  Later 

on, other writers either borrowed tales from O’Reilly’s article or added further 
adventures of their own to Pecos Bill’s legend.  Pecos Bill has not only appeared in 

writings but there have also been comic books and even two movies made about his 
life.  The first was Melody Time (1948) and then Tall Tale: The unbelievable 

Adventures of Pecos Bill (1995).  
 
 According to legend, Pecos Bill was born in the 1830’s and was the youngest 
of 18 children born to a pioneering family.  He was born tough and used a bowie 
knife as a teething ring.  When he was a toddler he had wild animals for playmates.   
 When he was a very young boy his pioneer family came upon a tough path 
traveling next to the Pecos River.  Pecos Bill was tossed out of the pioneer wagon 
and into the river.  The current swept him away.  He was rescued by coyotes who 
then became his family. 
 Many years later he was found by his older brother.  His brother had to 
convince Pecos Bill that he was not a coyote but a human.  After being reintroduced 
to human society Pecos Bill became an excellent cowhand and invented the lasso, 
the branding iron, and soothing songs for the cattle.  In his life he was able to ride 
a wild horse, the Widow Maker, who then became his best friend.  Other highlights 
from his life were that he had tamed and rode a cyclone, used a rattle snake for a 
whip, was able to rope an entire herd of cattle and used the Rio Grande to water his 
ranch.  
 Pecos Bill met Slue-Foot Sue while she was riding a large catfish down the 
Rio Grande.  The two feel in love and were married. Widow Maker was jealous.  
Slue-Foot Sue wanted to ride the Widow Maker, even though Pecos was the only 
person to have done it, so once they were married he let her.  Sue got on Widow 
Maker and was thrown off because the Widow Maker did not like the hooped skirt 
she was wearing.  Sue was thrown so high in the air that she went around the moon. 
 Some say that Pecos Bill remarried a number of times; others say that he 
was so heartbroken that he went to live with the coyotes and would howl at the 
moon every night for taking his precious Sue.  No matter what happened, Pecos Bill 
was a larger than life legend who helped pioneer the American West. 
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TALL TALES 
 

“PECOS BILL” IS A KIND OF STORY CALLED A “TALL TALE”  
A tall tale is a story that has these features: 

*A larger-than-life or superhuman main character with a specific job. 
*A problem that is solved in a funny way. 
*Exaggerated details that describe things as greater than they really 
are. 
*Characters who use everyday language. 

In America, tall tales were first told by settlers who made their homes in 
the American wilderness. In those days, before TV and movies, people 
depended on storytelling for entertainment. After a long day's work, people 
gathered to tell each other funny tales. Each group of workers (cowboys, 
loggers, railroad workers and steel workers) had its own tall-tale hero. 
Having a superhuman hero with the same job somehow made their lives 
easier. Perhaps it gave them strength or courage to do their difficult and 
dangerous work. 

AMERICAN FOLKLORE 
Folklore includes fairy tales, fables, myths, legends and tall tales that 

people told each other over the years. Later the stories were written down. 
The plot of a folk story may be old, but details are likely to change over time 
as it is told and retold. 

TALL TALES 
Throughout history people have written and told stories about their 

heroes. Some stories were about real heroes such as Annie Oakley and 
Johnny Appleseed, some were make-believe such as Slue-Foot Sue and Pecos 
Bill. Tall Tale characters were born from various combinations of historical 
facts, the storytelling of ordinary people, and the imaginations of 
professional writers.  

A tall tale is a special kind of hero story because the heroes of tall 
tales are "larger than life". They are bigger or stronger than real people. 
They solve problems in ways that are hard to believe. This makes tall tales 
fun to read. 

Tall Tales possess some of the very essence of the American spirit. It 
seems to be the nature of telling tall tales that each successive teller tries 
to add to the "myth" and the pioneer and frontier spirit manages to live on in 
the stories. 
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IN “PECOS BILL AND THE GHOST STAMPEDE”: 

1. Who was the larger-than-life character? 
(*Pecos Bill) 

2. What was the main problem in the show and how did they solve it? 
(*Drought) 
(*Solved when the ghost stampede ran on the clouds and made it rain) 
(Other answers could include silly things Pecos Bill did which fall under 
the second component of a tall tale-A problem that is solved in a funny 
way) 

3. Write or draw a picture to explain what you would have done if Pecos Bill’s 
herd drank all of your water? 
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A TALL TALE ACTIVITY: 
 
Try writing your own Tall Tale.  You don’t have to write 

about “Pecos Bill”—you can write a tall tale about anything!  
Just be sure your tall tale is exaggerated and solves a problem.  
Use the form below to help you think up ideas. 

 
 
TALL TALES STORY FRAME 

Write a tall tale story using the story frame below. 
 

_________________________________________________________
_____ 

Title of Story 
 

_______________________________________ 
Author 

Who…  
 
 

Wanted To…  
 
 

Tried…  
 
 

Couldn’t Because…  
 
 

Then…  
 
 

In the End…  
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COWBOYS 

Pecos Bill was America’s first cowboy, and is credited with inventing many of 
the traditional cowboy activities including the first round up and the first 
rodeo. 

What makes a Cowboy a Cowboy? 

A cowboy herds cattle from one grassy plane to the next.  Keeping the heard of 

cattle together is tough in the hot sun.  That is why Cowboys wear broad rimmed 

hats popularized by the Stetson Company. Cowboys also wear blue jeans and chaps 

to protect their legs in the saddle.  Chaps are leather pants that are worn over 

jeans covering most of the leg where it is in contact with the saddle.  Cowboys ride 

horses to keep up with the heard of cattle.  In order to stay in the saddle Cowboys 

where special boots with a 1 to1½ inches heal, called cowboy boots.   

 

Domestic cattle are from the species, Bos Taurus. Domesticated cattle are closely 

related to buffalo and bison. When the heard of cattle is moving they kick up a lot 

of dust, that is why cowboys wear bandanas around their necks so they can cover 

their mouth when the dust starts to fly.   

 

Some cowboys compete in rodeos for prizes.  These are special contests where 

cowboys show off all the skills needed to take care of horses and cattle.  Rodeo 

cowboys compete in all sorts of activities, including racing competitions, bull riding 

and cattle roping.          
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Cowboy Myths 
Test your knowledge of the Old West!   

Can you tell which of these statements are tale tales and which are true? 
1. The cowboy life was glamorous. 
2.  Most cowboys had small or medium physical frames. 
3.  A cowboy would ride his favorite horse all day. 
4.  Many Texas cowboys were Mexican or African-American. 
5. Most Texas cowboys were older, experienced wranglers. 
6.  Women could not be cowboys.7.  Cowboys often had to fight off Native 
Americans. 
8.  The word "cowboy" was invented in Texas. 

Answers 
1.  Tall Tale  
It was very difficult working 18-hour days and the long trail rides were sometimes 
boring. 
 
2.  Truth  
Large men were too heavy to ride mustangs. 
 
3.  Tall Tale 
Cowboys would ride a string of horses depending on what task was at hand.  For 
example, a mild horse would be used at night and a quick horse would be used for 
cattle roping and tending. 
 
4.  Truth  
During the Cowboy Era (1866-1886) one sixth of the cowboys were Mexican, and 
many others were African-American or Native American. 
 
5.  Tall Tale 
Most cowboys were young men who learned on the job 
 
6.  Tall Tale 
Several women owned ranches and ran their own cattle drives, including Amanda 
Burks and Lizzie Johnson. 
 
7.  Tall Tale 
Cowboys rarely if ever fought Native Americans. 
 
8.  Tall Tale 
Actually, the job of a "cowboy" came from the Mexican and Spanish "vaquero."  
Many cowboy words and practices come from the Spanish language and Mexican 
culture.  
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Cowboy Roundup Game: 
 
Instructions:  

• Select 1 or 2 students to be the Cowboy ("it").  
• The rest of the players are cows and will scatter about the playing 

area.   
• On the signal, the "cowboy" will attempt to tag the other players.   
• A player getting tagged, must join (literally, they must join a hand) 

with the cowboy, thus developing the “herd.”   
• These 2 players must now stay joined and attempt to tag other 

players.   
• As more players get tagged, they must add onto the outside of the 

herd.  So, at any one time, the herd will only have two hands available 
for tagging (one on each end).   

• The more players that get tagged, the larger the herd grows.  The 
object of the game is to be the last player captured by the herd.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 11

COWBOY COOKING 
 
In addition to their own way of life, American cowboys have their own poetry, their 
own songs, even their own way of dressing (in chaps, spurs, boots and hats).  Since 
cowboys live much of their lives outside with their herds of cattle, they also have 
their own way of cooking . . . and their own special words for food. 

Some Cowboy Campfire Cookin’ Language! 

chips, n.; cow or buffalo manure; usually dried in the sun and used as fuel for 
fire to warm your bones or cook your grub when wood ain't handy. 

chuck, n.; meal, food, grub. 

chuck-box, n.; a box with a hinged cover to store food and is usually located 
on the back of the chuck wagon. The cover, when opened can be used as an 
eating or work table. 

cookie, n.; camp cook 

frijoles (free·ho·lees), n.; beans (usually pinto or "red" beans). Mainstay of 
the cowboy appetite. Also known as "musical fruit" - you figure it out. 

hood, n.; camp cook's helper 

mountain oysters, n.; calf testicles (usually deep-fried) served for human 
consumption. Goat fries and turkey fries have also been referred to by this 
term. 

pooch, n.; a dessert given cowboy on the range or going up the trail. Made 
from tomatoes, bread and sugar, and when dished out to the “chuck eaters” 
with the remark, “Your pay is raised.” 
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COWBOY RECIPES 

Try these cowboy recipes at home or in your classroom.  Then 
share the chuck! 

Cowboy cookies in a jar 
 
1 1/3 cups rolled oats  
½ cup packed brown sugar  
½ cup white sugar 
½ cup chopped pecans 
1 cup chocolate chips 
1 1/3 cup all purpose flour  
1 teaspoon baking powder  
1 teaspoon baking soda 
¼ teaspoon salt 
 
Directions: 
 
1) Layer the ingredients in a 1 quart jar in the order given.  Press each layer 
firmly in place before adding the next layer. 
 
2) Include a card with the following instructions: Cowboy cookies in a jar 1. 
Preheat oven to 350° F (175° C) Grease cookie sheets. 2. In medium bowl mix 
together ½ cup melted butter or margarine, 1 egg and 1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract. Stir in the entire contents of the jar.  You may need to use your 
hands to finish mixing.  Shape into walnut size balls.  Place 2 inches apart on 
prepared cookie sheets. 3. Bake for 11-13 minutes in a preheated oven.  
Transfer from cookie sheet to cool on a wire rack.     
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Skinner Texas Rattlesnake Chili 

• 2 Tbls. oil  
• 1/2 cup chopped onions  
• 1/2 cup chopped green pepper  
• 1 clove garlic, minced  
• 1 lb. lean ground beef  
• *1 cup cubed rattlesnake meat (or chicken for the less adventuresome)  
• 2 Tbls. chili powder  
• 2 tsp. salt  
• 1 tsp. cayenne pepper  
• 8 cups fresh chopped, tomatoes, or two 14.5 oz. cans, do not drain the can  
• 2/3 cups (6 ounce can) tomato paste  
• 2 cups water  
• 2 cups of macaroni (or other favorite pasta), uncooked  

 
In 5 qt. saucepan or Dutch oven, heat oil and sauté onion, green pepper, and garlic 
until tender but not brown. Add ground beef and rattlesnake meat (chicken); sauté 
until done, about 5 minutes. Stir in spices, tomatoes, and tomato paste. Bring to a 
boil, cover, then reduce heat and simmer about 2 hours. Before serving, add water 
and return chili to a boil. Stir in uncooked pasta; continue boiling, stirring 
frequently, 10-15 minutes or until pasta is tender.  
Makes about 6 servings  
* Available in specialty food stores 
 

Cowboy Bread 

-  1 package yeast  
-  1 quart warm milk  
- 1/2 cup vegetable oil  
- 2 teaspoons baking powder  
-  1/2 teaspoon baking soda  
- 1/2 cup granulated sugar  
- 1 teaspoon salt  
- 8 cups flour or enough to make dough stiff 

Dough will keep 3 Dissolve yeast in 1/4 cup warm water.  In large bowl combine all 
ingredients. Let stand in warm place until doubled in size. Grease 2 (9 x 13-inch) 
cake pans.  Pat dough into pans, especially in corners. Bake at 350 degrees F for 25 
to 30 minutes or until golden brown. Weeks in refrigerator.  After refrigeration, there is 
no need to let the dough rise before baking. 
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ANIMALS OF THE WEST 
 
There are lots of animals in “Pecos Bill and the Ghost Stampede.”  Although 
real animals wouldn’t help you dig to the Gulf of Mexico or let you hitch a 
ride on their backs, ALL of the animals in the story really do live in America 
and in the Wild West. 
 
The Roadrunner 
 

 
Height: 10-12 inches 
Weight: 8-24 oz. 
Length: 20-24 inches 
Life Span: 7-8 years 
Typical Diet: insects, lizards, snakes 
Interesting Facts:  

• The roadrunner is the state bird of New Mexico 
• Roadrunners prefer walking or running and attain speeds of up to 17 mph 
• Roadrunners are quick enough to catch and eat rattle snakes. 

Where can you find this animal? 
 You can find roadrunners in all the southern states of the USA.  They prefer to inhabit open, 
flat or rolling terrain with scattered cover of dry brush, chaparral or other desert scrub. 
 
The Timber Rattlesnake 

 
Weight: 36-40 inches 
Length: 1.3-2 pounds 
Life Span: up to 10 years  
Typical Diet: rabbits, squirrels, rats, mice, and the occasional birds, other snakes, lizards and frogs 
Interesting Facts: 

• Can be recognized by the 20-29 dark, V-shaped crossbars with jagged edges that form a 
pattern on their back. 

• Timber rattlesnakes have yellow eyes with elliptical or cat-like pupils 
• They are the second largest venomous snake in Texas and the third largest in the US  

Where can you find this animal? 
 Timber rattlers prefer the moist lowland forests and hilly woodlands or thickets near water 
in the eastern third of Texas.  They can also be found in the upland woods and rocky ridges of eastern 
the US. 
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The Coyote 

 
Height: 15-20 inches 
Weight: 15-45 lbs 
Length: 40-60 inches 
Life Span: 15 years 
Typical Diet: small mammals, insects, reptiles, fruit and carrion 
Interesting Facts: 

• Coyotes can run almost 40 mph and can get over a 8’ fence 
• Coyotes can breed with both domestic dogs and wolves 
• They are more afraid of humans than humans are of them 

Where can you find this animal? 
 Just about everywhere in the USA! Especially in a desert or hilly area. 
 
The Black-Tailed Prairie Dog 

 
Height: 3-4 inches 
Weight: 1.5-3 lbs 
Length: 305 inches 
Life Span: 3-5 years 
Typical Diet: mostly vegetarians – grasses, roots, weeds, forbs, and blossoms 
Interesting Facts: 

• In 1900, a huge Prairie Dog settlement, 100 miles by 250 miles, was reported on the high 
plains of Texas containing an estimated 400 million Prairie Dogs! 

• Prairie dogs hibernate in the winter 
• Their burrows are called “towns” 
• They have a distinct high-pitched bark that made settlers name them “sod poodles” 

Where can you find this animal? 
  You can find these animals in the short and medium grassland prairies and plateaus of the 
American West. 
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Connect the dots to make your own horse! 

 
What name will you give your horse? Name: _______________________ 
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The Pecos Bill Memory Matching Game! 

 
 
 

Copy the cards above, using a copier.  Increase the size by at least 50% and 
make TWO SETS.  (If you can, copy the picture onto card stock). 

Have a parent or teacher cut out the cards. Then you can color them, and then 
play the memory matching game! 

 
Instructions: Lay the cards face down in a grid.  

• Players take turns flipping pairs of cards over.  

• On each turn, the player will first turn one card over, then a second.  

• If the two cards match, the player scores one point, the two cards 
are removed from the game, and the player gets another turn.  

• If they do not match, the cards are turned back over.  

• The object is to match more pairs of cards than the opposing player. 
Or you can play by yourself and count how many turns it takes you to 

match them all! 
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Foley Sound effects 

The production of “Pecos Bill and the Ghost Stampede” uses a lot of 

live sound effects.  The art of sound effects includes using machines and 

every day objects to create sound in a play or movie.   

The most famous sound effects techniques are the Foley Sound 

Effects.  The name behind this process of creating sound comes from a 

longtime Universal Studios soundman, John Foley.  His techniques have been 

used for radio productions, stage performances, and screen projects ever 

since he invented them.  Part of being a good Foley artist is just being able 

to use your imagination in inventing ways to create different types of sound.  

This is something that all ages can do and what this part of the study guide 

will focus on.   



 23

Class Project: 

 Sound Effect The Storm:  To get students thinking along the lines of 

sound effects bring in a large piece of metal.  Sheet metal would work but so 

will cookie sheets or any other thin metal surface.  Have a student shake the 

metal in front of them to create a rumbling sound.  To allow for more 

participation bring in more metal if at all possible.  Other students can use 

rain sticks or salt poured into a piece of paper held out in the air to make 

rain sounds.  To include a rolling waves or sea shore sound have students 

pour soda pop or any fizzy drink onto a floor.  For cleanliness purposes try 

pouring it into a wax paper lined box or tray.  Introduce each of these 

sounds individually so that they can hear them alone.  After each one has 

had a chance to try each one bring all the sounds together to create a storm.  

This is specifically the storm which Missy and Pecos Bill rode all the way 

home.   

Creating Other Sound Effects:  Gather a variety of objects from 

around the classroom, school, and household.  You can even instruct students 

ahead of time to bring in objects from home.  It doesn’t matter what they 

look like, what size they are or how useful they are.  What matters are the 

sounds they make or are possible of making.  Assemble all of the tools into 
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the center of the room and the students around them.  The purpose of this 

exercise is for the students to create their own sound effects.  Have them 

think about the movies they enjoy watching and how the sounds in those 

movies are achieved.  Do people really fire guns in movies?  Are there real 

car crashes?  Do people actually punch others when the film is rolling?  Each 

of these actions and many others recorded for the screen do not actually 

happen and therefore the sound isn’t real.  Someone creates the sounds and 

then puts it in.  Other sounds include using the classic coconuts for horse 

feet, chalk on a blackboard for a rocket, pulling paper out of an envelope for 

a spaceship door opening and gloves flapping for the sound of wings.  Have 

the students close their eyes and try to hear the different actions taking 

place in their classroom.     
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“Pecos Bill” takes place in the Great State of Texas, in the southern United 
States.  

Some Texas Facts: 

• Texas is as large as all of New England, New York, Ohio and Illinois 
COMBINED. 

• RODEO is the official STATE SPORT of Texas. 

• The OFFICIAL STATE DANCE in Texas is the SQUARE DANCE. 

• The OFFICIAL FOOD in Texas is CHILI. 

• Of the nation’s ten largest cities, THREE are in Texas (Dallas, 
Houston, San Antonio) 

• The world’s FIRST RODEO was held in PECOS in 1883. 

• Texas was an INDEPENDENT NATION from 1836-1845.  It became 
annexed to the U.S. in 1845. 

• The KING RANCH in Texas is BIGGER than the STATE OF RHODE 
ISLAND. 

• Today 18 million PEOPLE live in Texas along with 15 million CATTLE 
live in Texas! 

 

The Great State of Texas     
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Pecos 
River 

Can you find the Largest Cities? 
1.   Houston 
2.   Dallas 
3.   San Antonio 
4.   Austin 
5.   El Paso 

DID YOU KNOW 
               ??? 
Capital: Austin 
State Abbreviation: TX 
State Bird: Mockingbird 
State Flower: Bluebonnet 
Nickname: Lone Star 
State 
 

Can You Find These Important 
PECOS BILL AND THE GHOST 
STAMPEDE LOCATIONS? 

 
   Pecos            The Pecos River 

The Gulf of Mexico 

Can you find what borders TEXAS? 
To the North is: _____________________ (Oklahoma and Arkansas) 
To the South is: _____________________ (Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico) 
To the West is: ______________________ (New Mexico and Mexico) 
To the East is : ( Louisiana and Arkansas) 
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 Sound Advice: Making your own Sound Effects  

http://www.videomaker.com/article/9027/ 
 Guide to Sound Effects  http://sfx.davelab.com/ 
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