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                                       Participants of the Renton Teaching Academy 
  

                                                                                                           

The Renton High School Teaching 
Academy Launches its New 

Cohort! 
 
 The second cohort of the Renton High 
School “Future Teachers” Academy is off and 
running. This is a program supported by a grant 
from The Washington State Professional 
Educators Standards Board and has brought 
together a collaboration between Renton 
School District and Central Washington 
University’s Teacher Education Program. 
Graduation last spring saw the pioneering first 
group proudly receive recognition as Academy 
graduates, and they were gustily cheered by 
Renton Technology teacher Eric Hougan, CWU’s 
own Dr. Steve Nourse and Dr. Steve Schmitz, 
both stationed at the Des Moines Center.    
 It is exciting to imagine the first group 
is just on the cusp of their new college 
experience, while a whole new cohort has 
embarked on this groundbreaking collaboration 
with CWU.  While maintaining a rigorous high 
school load, these future pedagogues take 
classes in child development, teaching as a 
career, and classroom management. Not only 
that, each high school senior spends some time 
in a community public elementary school, 
tutoring, observing, and gaining their classroom 
sea legs. All of that is what is to follow on the 
heels of the summer institute which was just 
conducted this past July. 
  Each day for two weeks a bus arrived 
with these 24 high schoolers on board. Drs. 
Nourse and Schmitz, and Mr. Hougan had 
arranged for this two week intensive learning 
experience led and managed by the CWU/ 
Renton High School collaboration. A full and 
wide-ranging week of classes was held at the 
Des Moines Center, taught entirely by official 
tenured and 

 
contracted professors of the education 
program. The Teaching Academy students were 
led by Melanie Kingham through the paces of 
quality math materials and appropriate science 
lessons for elementary age students. Dr. Tina 
Georgeson followed the next day with an 
introduction to the ecology of working with 
special needs children. Finally there was an 
interactive experience about the 
imperativeness of being culturally aware and 
responsive in education which was led by Dr. 
Gann. 
 “This was an incredibly fun group to 
work with” said Melanie Kingham, who geared 
her session towards facilitating the 
development of these soon-to-be junior interns.   
“They were enthusiastic, asked great questions, 
and brought their own great thinking to our 

   Participants listening to Dr. Gann 



 
 
 
 
 
            

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

college classrooms.”   
 In the second week of the institute, the 
bus, and the kids, embarked on the grand 
destinations of first, The University of 
Washington campus in Seattle, and then, an I-
90 trip to Ellensburg, CWU, and Black Hall. 
Ultimately, this was an institute about teaching 
young children, and about becoming university 
students and scholars of the future. 
 
               

 
 
 
 

Spotlight 
 
 

 
  She is married to a Nigerian man and 
has two children, a daughter who is 10 and a son 
who is 5. 

She attended the University of Hawaii, 
Manoa immediately after high school, then 
transferred to Washington State University 
her second year. She was the first one in her 
family to attend college.   

At Washington State University, Ezeonu 
obtained her BA and MA in communications.  
   

 
In 1998 Ezeonu started as part of an 

adjunct faculty in Speech Communication in the 
fall. She attained a Doctorate in  
Education from Seattle University. 

Currently Ezeonu is the Dean of 
Instruction, Transfer and Pre-College 
Education (Interim) at Highline Community 
College. This includes management, budgeting, 
campus committees and activities, and 
statewide committees.  
 Ezeonu became interested in education 
while in college. “As a student at Washington 
State University, I was inspired and challenged 
by the way other students treated me (both 
positively and negatively).  It was the negative 
experiences that led me to want to teach 
communication in the classroom in an adult 
setting” Ezeonu said. She enjoyed the 
community college level because “of the mission 
of serving students who have historically been 
underserved (immigrants, refugees, women, 
first generation college students, etc).” Ezeonu 
feels she is able to connect with community 
college students because of where she has 
come from.  
 Ezeonu had a lot of advice to give a 
person of color considering the teaching field 
as a career. She said, “Believe in yourself, do 
not give up, find friends who have gone through 
similar experiences you have, know that there 
are advocates for you, if you feel down and out, 
ask for help (in and out of the classroom), and 
know that you can do it!” She also shared a 
quote from Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

Set out to sweep streets like 
Michelangelo painted pictures, 
Set out to sweep streets like Beethoven 
composed music, 
Set out to sweep streets like 
Shakespeare wrote poetry, 
Set out to sweep streets so well, that all 
the hosts of heaven and earth will have 
to pause and say, “Here lived a great 
street sweeper who swept his job 
well…..keep on keeping on. 

Engaged participants listening to Dr. Gann 

Ezeonu Rolita was 
born in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. Her father 
came to Hawaii from 
the Philippines in the 
1930s as a plantation 
worker. Her mother 
also came from the 
Philippines years later 
to marry her father.  



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
September 9th – 10th  
KIRO 7 Kids Annual Golf Tournament & Auction 
http://www.kirotv.com/community/2353808/detail.
html  
 
September 12th  
A New Look at Old Traditions Fall Workshops 
10am-1:30pm 
Bellevue Community College 
206-543-1921 
 
October 8th – 9th  
Washington Association for Language Teaching 
http://www.waflt.net/conferences.html 
 
October 10th  
WSCSS 2009 Fall Conference 
http://www.wsascd.org/ 
 
October 15th – 17th  
Looking Through the  
Kaleidoscope 
WA Association for the  
Education of Young Children 
Meydenbauuer Center 
krista@waeyc.org  
  
October 24th  
WSAME 2009 Annual Fall Conference  
8:30am-4pm 
@ Seattle University 
  
Seattle Race Conference 
Www.seattleraceconference.org 
  
October 30th  
Education for Diversity in a Global Society 
University of Washington 
HUB Auditorium 
9:00am 
  

 An Alumni Panel Is Coming Up 

Who better to provide insight and ideas 
about increasing ethnic diversity in the 
education program than recent graduates who 
have done it all:  applied, been accepted, joined 
a cohort, studied like crazy, interned in very 
diverse public schools, and then headed out into 
the job hunt whirlwind. Coming up in October, 
there will be a Graduates of Color panel 
discussion, in which teachers who went through 
the CWU Centers Elementary Education 
Program will share their experiences and add to 
our knowledge about equity in the public 
schools. This session will be taped, and will be 
available as one more tool to inform prospective 
candidates and attract truly diverse cohorts 
into the field. 

Notes from Cory Gann 
Last week we received some wonderful 

news from The Wells Fargo Foundation.  CWU 
will be receiving $7500 to add to our grant 
fund in order to further and to sustain the 
diversity work which began last March. We are 
extremely appreciative of this endorsement 
and this support. It will allow us to continue the 
initiatives which have gotten started during the 
past few months:  outreach to high schools, 
collaboration with community colleges, the 
alumni panel, and publications including this 
newsletter.  When new community agencies join 
the effort, it produces not only financial 
support but also an atmosphere of momentum 
and urgency. Thank you again to the Wells 
Fargo Foundation. 

Sarah’s Corner 
It is amazing how fast times flies. I 

have just about completed my first year of the 
Teacher Preparation Program at CWU-Des 
Moines. I have learned a lot and really enjoy my 
cohort and instructors. There is a huge 
emphasis on multiculturalism and diversity and 
it has really helped open my eyes. Culture is 
unique and wonderful and should be embraced 
with open arms. As a future teacher, I hope to 
explore many different cultures to expand the 
understandings and richness of the students in 
my classroom and the world.  


