
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION ADVISORY BOARD 

TEACHER EDUCATION 
June 11, 2010 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lael Wright, Rebecca Scholl, Connie Lambert, Martha Kurtz, 
Carolyn Stella, Jim Asmussen, Rexton Lynn 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Rexton Lynn, Tammie Lenz, Denise Hogg, David Shorr, Kristine 
Cline, Tobi Beehler 
 
GUEST:  Andrea Sledge, Josh Nelson, Craig Hughes 
 
MEETING CONVENED:  The meeting was called to order at 11:23 am. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes from the March 12, 2010 meeting were moved, 
seconded, and approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Agenda Approved 
 
REPORTS: 

• Foreign Languages (Josh Nelson) 
o The department offers Bachelor of Arts degrees.  Specializations and Minors are 

available in Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Russian, and Spanish.  Courses 
are also available in American Sign Language and Latin.  Students interested in 
certification to teach can take a major or minor in the target language(s).   

o The department requires all majors include some organized study in a foreign 
country where their major language is spoken.  As a part of its emphasis on 
intercultural diversity and exchange, the department, in conjunction with the 
Office of International Studies and Programs, supports study abroad programs at 
over 100 sites throughout the world.  Students may transfer international credit 
into Central’s degree programs by taking approved courses at universities located 
in 43 countries, including China, Chile, France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
and Spain.  Students live and learn in their chosen foreign country for two full 
semesters.  This program will provide the students with the tools to comprehend 
the language of their choice in a variety of settings, and situations.  The whole 
experience opens new horizons for the students.  Living in a foreign country 
where the language is spoken every day, changes a student; these are the future 
teachers that we want to have in the classroom.  If every classroom had a teacher 
with proficiency in a foreign language, this would be a great way to create 
multicultural sensibilities, and reinforce what it means to be an American citizen.   

o The Office of International Studies and Programs takes care of the legwork for 
travel to a foreign country.  They obtain the visas, passports, health certificates, 
etc.   

o There was a question on whether students could receive a certificate to teach sign 
language in the classroom, they cannot.  Two years of instruction does not qualify 
a student to teach in the classroom, however they can work in the classroom as an 
aide.   
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o Spanish is a major in the Spanish Education, the other languages are 
specializations.  For example, a Foreign Language Major with a Chinese 
Specialization.   

o The department is currently working on raising the standards for their programs.  
They will be raising the grade point standards by half a grade point, making the 
GPA admission requirement a 3.5.  There was concern voiced that raising the 
requirement would result in fewer students in the program, and the production of 
fewer students into the job market.  The demand for students at this time is at a 
high.   

o There currently is not a Praxis Exam available for foreign languages, but they do 
have the American Foreign Language Test.  The department is looking into 
various tests that are available.  Craig recommended speaking with Crystal 
Weddington in the Certification Office.   

o Foreign Language Immersion Programs are available in Oregon.  These programs 
incorporate intensive second language education into public elementary schools.  
Foreign Language Immersion is an approach to teaching another language that 
involves immersing students into the target language throughout the school day.  
Teachers use only the target language to teach academic subjects, using a wide 
range of instructional strategies.  The goal of this type of program is for students 
to become proficient in the target language in addition to English, developing 
increased cultural awareness while reaching a high level of academic 
achievement.   There was a general consensus that this type of program would be 
great in our elementary schools.   

• Professional Certification and National Board Certification (Andrea Sledge) 
o There were 123 Teacher Professional Certificates awarded between September 

2009 and June 2010.   
o ECTL 601 will be offered for the last time in Fall 2010.  ECTL 609 will be 

offered for the last time in Summer 2011. 
o There were 43 students enrolled in ECTL 601 in Fall of 2009, 14 in Winter 2010, 

and 17 in Spring 2010. 
o There were 29 students enrolled in ECTL 609 in Fall 2009, 41 in Winter 2010, 

and 54 in Spring 2010. 
o Andrea presented at ProCert sessions in Kennewick and Yakima.  She has also 

been receiving information on the other sessions which took place in Pasco and 
Richland.   

o School Districts are strongly advising teacher to complete their ProCert 
requirements under the current rules.  CWU offers Summer or Fall starting terms, 
an online option, and a fast track option.   

o The ProTeach Support Program administrators met in May at Highline 
Community College to discuss the portfolio and develop lists of types of evidence 
for each template of the ProTeach portfolio.  The group will meet again 2 or 3 
times in the 2010-2011 calendar year.     

o CWU will be collaborating with ESD 105’s candidate support program, providing 
credits for candidates. 

o CWU’s ProTeach Support Program will not be using LiveText, a Blackboard 
shell is currently being developed for use in the program.  The courses for the 
support program will be offered, starting this summer, with no expectation of 
enrollment.   
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o There was a question regarding whether or not we, as a support program, would 
be able to view the portfolio after it is assessed.  Only the submitter and the 
evaluator will have access to the portfolio.   

o All portfolios will be double scored, in some cases triple scored.  All portfolios 
will be online and the evaluators will be able to score from home.   

• PEAB Standard I (Connie Lambert) 
o There has been a change to the standard.  All PEAB’s will now receive a solid 

lump of money, regardless of the number of PEAB members.  Some institutions 
have thirty member PEAB’s, while others have the same number as we do.  
Because of this new limit in funds we now have the option of having three 
meeting a year rather than four meetings.  The PEAB members were asked to 
think about limiting the meeting to three, or keeping the schedule we currently 
have.   

o We also have the option to select our own people.  Connie contacted Monty 
Sabin, the Superintendant for the Kittitas School District to invite him to join the 
PEAB (replacing Jeff Ellersick).  Marty is happy to join; he will be attending his 
first meeting in October.   

o Connie will contact Jenny Sorenson, the language and Speech Pathologist that 
Lael recommended, and ask her to join the PEAB.   

o Carolyn has moved further away, and she decided that she will find a replacement 
for herself, but she will stay on the PEAB until a proper replacement can be 
found.   

o David will be leaving after Fall Quarter; Connie will ask the new department 
chair to join the committee.  
  

OLD BUSINESS: 
• Professional Education Program 

o The new Professional Education Program did not go through this year.  Changes 
to the program have been made, and the new program will go through the 
curriculum process this Fall.  The new program will take effect Fall 2011.  This 
gives us the time to make sure we have all of the pieces together before moving 
forward again.  The Steering Committee will be meeting throughout the Summer 
and Fall to finish the process. 

o Barry’s Standard V Steering Committee is working on entertaining proposals 
from content areas who believe that they are meeting the standard in their own 
courses.  This is a more flexible plan, and will cut down on redundancy in 
courses.  There will be another update in the October about the process. 

o There has been discussion about changing Classroom Management to a field 
based course.  There is also a discussion about having two separate Classroom 
Management courses.  There would be three Elementary Education courses 
offered a quarter and one Secondary Education course offered a quarter.  The 
Secondary Education students feel the current course is useless for them because 
of the emphasis on Elementary Education.      

o There is an Observation that is part of the Admission process.  There will be a 
form that students need to fill out, as they look for certain things in the classroom.  
We will still encourage students to take PreAutumn, but the Observation can take 
place anytime during the academic year.  There are students that find out that they 
really don’t want to be a teacher after they have entered the classroom, the 
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Observation will help the students make a decision for themselves before 
proceeding through the program.   

o It was pointed out the students going through the program need to be aware of 
professionalism.  Some of the students email addresses are juvenile and/or 
inappropriate, and some have inappropriate Face Book pages. 

o Martha talked about the grant that she received.  The grant will fund full tuition 
for juniors and seniors who agree to teach in a high needs area for two years.  
There will be seminars that discuss the issues of high need schools.  Some of the 
students in these schools don’t have a picture of their life ten years down the road.  
This program will bring students that come from a troubling background a new 
perspective.  Martha would appreciate any advice or comments.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
• NCATE 

o NCATE sent the university its official approval letter.  We received one ding at 
the Advanced Program level, there needs to be more follow-up with candidates 
and employers.   

o NCATE will return for a full visit in Spring 2013.  The State will also be 
returning for the State Visit, so we will again have duel teams on campus.  The 
State pays for their visit, but we pay everything for NCATE (hotels, airfare, food, 
etc).  On top of the costs for the visit, we also pay $12,000 a year for NCATE 
membership.  When NCATE comes to campus for their visit we pay about 
$100,000.  Other institutions have chosen to discontinue their membership with 
NCATE.  If we were to choose not to be NCATE Accredited a letter would need 
to come from the President.  Some people feel that the name NCATE holds 
prestige and that we need to keep our membership.    
 

UPCOMING MEETING:   
• There was a discussion regarding upcoming PEAB meetings.  It was decided that an 

email will be sent out to all PEAB members to choose the October meeting date (if a 
meeting is deemed necessary).  The March meeting will be held on March, 15 2011.  The 
date of the December meeting will stay the same (December 3, 2010) because of the 
Ware Fair.  The June meeting will be on June 10, 2011.   

• There was a discussion on the scheduling of the Top Ten Student Teacher Reception.  
Last year the reception started at 4:00, and the PEAB changed it to 3:00 this year to 
accommodate schedules.  It was decided that next year the PEAB meeting will be from 
10:00-12:00, followed by lunch at 12:00, and the Top Ten Ceremony at 1:30. 

• There was a discussion about having a Faculty Choice Award handed out at the ceremony 
as well.  The faculty would be able to nominate students, and then they would have the 
opportunity to vote for the best student.  This will be added to the October agenda.   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 1:43 PM 
 


