
MINUTES 
Candidate Admission, Recruitment, and Retention Committee (CARR) 

Black Hall, Room 228-19 
February 11, 2011 

 

1. ATTENDING: Crystal Weddington, Connie Lambert, Mark Oursland, YiShan Lea, Kendall 
Martin 

2. MEETING CONVENED: 12:00 pm 

3. AGENDA:  The agenda was approved as is  

4. NEW BUSINESS: 

• Student Meetings 
o The students will have fifteen minutes to talk with the committee about their GPAs, 

and to explain the reason for their GPA drop.   
o All of the students are coded in Safari, and cannot register for education courses on 

their own.  They have to meet with CARR, and then individually with the Certification 
Office in order to register.   

o Crystal Weddington, CARR Committee Chair Designee, contacted all of the 
students, but received responses from only nine of them.  The students who did not 
contact her have failed to schedule an appointment with CARR, and therefore a 
meeting on February 18, 2011 is not necessary.   

o The CARR Committee in the past has recommended students repeat courses, or 
focus on a course that they can excel at to raise their GPA.  Recommendations will 
depend on both the individuals “story”, and their specific situation.   

o All students will receive a letter from CARR stating the recommendations, and 
requesting the student contact Crystal for a follow up meeting to register.  Students 
generally are required to meet with CARR again to discuss progress.   

• First Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  She was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  She was conditionally admitted to the program on May 6, 2009.  Since 
admission her GPA has dropped from a 3.15 to a 2.32.   

o The student informed the committee that during PreAutumn she became ill.  She 
tried to maintain her fall schedule but became so ill she missed multiple classes, 
causing her to fall behind.  At the beginning of the quarter she broke her arm.   

o She was asked if she spoke with her professor regarding an incomplete rather than a 
failing grade.  The student informed the committee that she was unaware this was an 
option.   

o She was asked who her advisor is, and if she made an appointment to see him/her.  
She informed the committee that her advisor is Ian Quitadamo, and that she has 
been “unable to meet up with him”.   

o She was asked how she is progressing now in her current classes.  She informed the 
committee that she is, “doing well”.  She defines well as, “being able to complete all 
assignments, and receiving complete marks on them”.   
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o She is hoping to take Ecology, Biology 360, Environmental Chemistry, and Science 

401 during spring quarter.  Originally she had been planning to finish the program 
this spring, but now she is hoping to finish winter quarter.  Science 324 is offered fall 
quarter, so she is hoping to repeat the course then.  She was informed that the 
sooner she can repeat classes, the sooner her GPA will rise.   

o She has completed all of her professional sequence, except for Student Teaching, 
and did well in all her courses.   

o She was informed that the committee will discuss her plan, and will send a letter to 
her next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to her advisor, Ian Quitadamo.   

o The student was informed that she is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on her own.  She will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

o The committee thanked her for coming to the meeting with a plan already in place.   

• Second Student 
o The second student did not show up for his meeting with the committee.  He will be 

sent a letter informing him that the committee waited for him, but because he failed 
to attend the meeting he cannot register for education courses.  He does however 
have plenty of courses that he can retake.   

o A copy of the letter will also be sent to Tina Georgeson and Ginni Erion. 

• Third Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  She was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  She was fully admitted to the program on February 3, 2009.  Since 
admission her GPA dropped from a 3.03 to a 2.23.   

o She informed the group that her father had been sick for a year, and passed away in 
February.  During the time he was ill she traveled back and forth between 
Washington and her father’s home in Hawaii.  Her mother has also been ill, leaving 
her as the primary caretaker of her two elderly grandparents.   

o She had signed up for a Theatre Education Minor, but because she was traveling so 
much her course work was suffering.  She dropped the minor a few quarters ago.   

o Currently she is putting herself through school, while working full time (40 hrs a 
week) bartending.   

o This quarter she will be taking the last of her education courses.  She is also working 
with Patsy Callaghan on course substitution paperwork.  She transferred to Central 
with one course shy of an Associate Degree.   

o Currently she is taking 302.  She will also retake American Literature. 
o She is hoping to take Student Teaching next year; she would like to enhance her 

transcripts first.   
o A suggestion was made that she transfers her mathematics courses from Central to 

Evergreen to obtain her AA. And then transfer her AA back to Central.  This route 
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would be simpler than trying to substitute courses.  The student will meet with Crystal 
to look at the courses for transferring.   

o She was informed that the committee will discuss her plan, and will send a letter to 
her next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to her advisor, Patsy Callaghan.   

o The student was informed that she is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on her own.  She will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

• Fourth Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  He was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  He was fully admitted to the program on June 18, 2009.  Since admission 
his GPA dropped from a 3.16 to a 2.3.     

o He informed the group that he was a transfer student from a school back east.  He 
transferred here because his father became ill and was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma.  He did well his first quarter here at Central, but due to an illness over 
the summer he fell behind.   

o He lost his financial aid, so he has been struggling to work and attend classes.   
o He is confused himself on why he excels randomly at classes, and fails others.  His 

academic advisor recommended using support services on campus, but he is 
ineligible because he does not qualify for financial aid.   

o It was pointed out that he does do well when he only carries a ten credit load, 
anything more than that and he struggles.  A suggestion was made that he only take 
ten credits and then 2 one credit activity course.   

o He was asked why he received an unsatisfactory in PreAutumn fall quarter 2009. 
The unsatisfactory was the result of confusion.  He was assigned to the Lake 
Stevens School District, and they were considering a strike at the time.  He did not 
know if or when he would start.  He made attempts to contact the cooperating 
teacher via email and phone calls, but was unable to.  He stated that Dr. Elsaesser 
blamed him for the lack of communication with the cooperating teacher.  He 
completed all of the hours, and even completed an extra month of Fridays, but failed 
to complete one section of the notebook.  The section was the one where he was 
supposed to meet with an administrator.  It was his understanding that she was a 
new principal and they were not going to meet, but apparently he was wrong.  

o He was asked why he was coded as a no show for PreAutumn this past fall.  He 
stated that he emailed Jan Case and withdrew from PreAutumn.  He doesn’t 
understand why it would be called a no show.  He was informed that a no show stays 
on transcripts and doesn’t look good.  He needs to find a copy of the email and take 
it to the Registrar’s Office and have the no show removed.  If the Registrar has any 
questions you can tell them to contact Crystal Weddington in the Certification Office.   

o He was asked how he thinks his course work is going this quarter.  He believes he is 
“semi successful”.  He is excelling in two of the four courses. 

o He was informed that he has failed three classes and may want to retake them.  This 
would bump the GPA up significantly.   
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o He was asked if he really wants to be an elementary education teacher.  He stated 

yes, and that he loves the time spent in classrooms.  There is nothing better than 
watching children learn and helping them achieve.   

o He was asked if he felt competent as a teacher, and he stated yes. 
o He was told that he needs to have confidence in an interview and that it is missing 

right now.   
o When asked what courses he is considering taking spring quarter he stated that he 

hadn’t given it much thought.  He was informed that registration starts next week.   
o He informed the group that Susan Donahoe is his advisor.   
o He was asked why he is not majoring in music, as he is excelling at those classes.  

Music is his minor, but he feels that it is not a practical career choice.   
o He was informed that the committee will discuss his plan, and will send a letter to 

him next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to his advisor, Susan Donahoe.   
o The student was informed that he is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 

education courses on his own.  He will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

• Fifth Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  She was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  She was fully admitted to the program on November 27, 2007.  Since 
admission her GPA dropped from a 3.04 to a 2.13.     

o She informed the group that she was excelling prior to studying abroad in Spain.  
Since she has returned to Central she has noticed that her priorities have changed.  
She started to view school as a “hobby”.   

o She started to suffer financial and personal problems’ discovering that her father is 
not her biological father.  She believes that these problems caused her to spiral out 
of control.   

o She stated that her lowest grades were last quarter.  Since receiving those grades 
she has done a lot of soul searching, and has done “a lot better” this quarter.  She is 
taking a light load of classes including Spanish 252, a yoga class, and a religious 
studies class.   

o She voiced frustration with her Spanish class, because she considers her skill level 
higher than a 200 level course.   

o There was a question regarding why she received an unsatisfactory in PreAutumn.  
She explained that although she tried to contact her cooperating teacher she was 
unable to.  She failed to turn in her one page essay.  When asked if she contacted 
the Field Experience Office she said no.   

o She was asked what her plan for next quarter is.  She would like to take education 
courses, but hasn’t planned which courses to take next quarter yet.   

o She was asked if she is sure that she still wants to become a teacher.  She said that 
she knew for sure that she wanted to be a teacher during PreAutumn.   
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o She was told that next quarter she needs to retake the courses she received 

incompletes in.  This will solve the financial aid problem.   

o The committee will determine what courses she can take next quarter.   

o She was informed that the committee will discuss her plan, and will send a letter to 
her next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to her advisor, Sharryn Walker.   

o The student was informed that she is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on her own.  She will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

• Sixth Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  She was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  She was fully admitted to the program on December 17, 2008.  Since 
admission her GPA dropped from a 3.7 to a 2.49.     

o She informed the group that the drop in her GPA is the result of her family falling 
apart.  Her grandmother passed away unexpectedly, and her sister was involved in 
an abusive relationship.  She spent a lot of time traveling back and forth to help her 
sister, and her focus shifted from school to family.  It is taking some time to refocus 
academically.   

o She informed the group that she is now working on finishing the courses that she 
received incompletes in.  The committee pointed out that when she does do well in 
her course work she really excels.  She is currently retaking 323, and would like to 
retake PSY 315 next quarter.  That course is her last required course, although she 
has 3 or 4 minor classes.  She is thinking about adding a second minor to boost her 
GPA.   

o This summer she is working at a school/orphanage in Costa Rica.     
o When asked how she feels like she is doing this quarter she responded “very well, 

A’s”.   
o She is hoping to take Student Teaching in the fall.  She was informed that she needs 

to make an appointment with Crystal Weddington, in the Certification Office, to go 
over a ‘what if’ scenario.   

o She was informed that the committee will discuss her plan, and will send a letter to 
her next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to her advisor, Susan Donahoe.   

o The student was informed that she is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on her own.  She will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   
 

 

• Seventh Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  He was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
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program.  He was conditionally admitted to the program on May 28, 2010.  Since 
admission his GPA dropped from a 2.97 to a 2.48.     

o Last spring he traveled back home (Westside) to work every weekend.  He was 
offered a temporary promotion that required him to miss a large amount of school.  
He accepted the promotion because it meant a great deal more money; he was able 
to pay six months of rent working only two months.  This also created a backup 
opportunity for him in case he is unable to find a teaching job right away.   

o He took PreAutumn fall quarter, and accepted a volunteer position for the school 
district after the course ended.  He thought he could handle volunteering at the high 
school every Friday, but between school, volunteering, and working he became worn 
out.  This quarter he stopped volunteering at the school, and lowered his credit load.  
He feels that this quarter is “going great” and he is determined to remain dedicated to 
his school work.   

o When asked what his plan for spring quarter is he responded that he needs to take 
301, and would like to take 316.  He has to take six more courses in the professional 
sequence, and is hoping to take Student Teaching winter of 2012.   

o A recommendation was made to allow him to take 316 if he would like to, and that he 
should not be allowed to take more than two education courses at a time until his 
GPA is higher.   

o He was informed that the committee will discuss his plan, and will send a letter to 
him next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to his advisor, Steve Moore.   

o The student was informed that he is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on his own.  He will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

• Eighth Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  She was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  She was conditionally admitted to the program on September 19, 2008.  
Since admission her GPA dropped from a 2.9 to a 2.62.     

o She explained that her basic requirements seem to be the problem.  She feels 
confident in both her Art and Education classes.   

o She experienced some problems with her Art History professor, and is now opting to 
take the course at a community college and transfer the credits.  Her advisor, Shari 
Stoddard, is helping her with this.   

o She is currently taking a Humanities course, Education Law, and Multicultural 
Education; she feels she is “getting great grades” in all three.   

o When asked what her plans are for next quarter she stated that she plans to take 
MATH 102, Ethics Studies, and Digital Photography.  Ethic Studies will replace the D 
that she received in her History class.  She does not plan to take any Education 
courses.   

o She plans to Student Teach next winter.   
o She requested an education advisor.   
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o She was informed that the committee will discuss her plan, and will send a letter to 

her next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to her advisor, Shari Stoddard, 
along with contact information for Barry Donahue (education advisor request).   

o The student was informed that she is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on her own.  She will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

• Ninth Student 
o Introductions were made between the CARR Committee and the student.  He was 

informed that policy states students must maintain a 3.0 GPA throughout the 
program.  He was conditionally admitted to the program on May 25, 2010.  Since 
admission his GPA dropped from a 2.82 to a 2.69.     

o The student has been taking Middle Level Mathematics courses but hasn’t declared 
the major.  All of the courses that he has taken are being added to the CAPS Report 
as electives.  He stated that he thought he did the paperwork, and was informed that 
he needed to get the required signatures and turn the paperwork in to the 
Mathematics Department.   

o He was not clear as to the rationale for the drop in credits.  He was asked about the 
credit load, and off campus job.  He stated that the load is “fine”, and he has a job 
but “is not working that hard”.  When asked about his class attendance he stated, 
“I’m going to class most of the time”.   

o He stated that he would like to take Student Teaching next spring.  The committee 
informed him that he will need to average all A’s and B’s for this quarter and spring 
quarter to be eligible.   

o He is currently enrolled in EDBL 430, EDBL 312, EDEL 477 (retake), and EDEL 478 
(retake).  He feels he is getting B’s in all of them.   

o YiShan Lea, a committee member and one of his current professors, explained that 
he needs to participate in class more.  If his participation level increases he will do 
very well.  She offered extra credit in her class, and he has not signed up for it.  B’s 
equal a 3.0 GPA, he needs to be higher than that to raise his GPA.   

o He was informed that the committee will discuss his plan, and will send a letter to 
him next week.  A copy of the letter will also be sent to his advisor, Keith Salyer.   

o The student was informed that he is coded in Safari, and cannot register for 
education courses on his own.  He will need to meet with Crystal Weddington in the 
Certification Office to register.   

 
5. ADJOURNED:  Meeting was adjourned around 2:30 pm 


