
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

THE CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

May 4, 2011 

 

ATTENDING: Robyn Brammer, Jan Byers-Kirsch, Barry Donahue, Martha Kurtz, Connie Lambert, 

Arlen Parker, Crystal Weddington, Don Woodcock 

 

MEETING CONVENED: The meeting was called to order at 3:18 PM. 

 

CHANGES TO AGENDA:  A quorum was not present 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A quorum was not present 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Student Handbook:  (Crystal Weddington) 

 A revised copy of the handbook was provided to the members in attendance, hardcopies will 

be mailed out to the absent members.  There will be a vote at the next meeting.  The 

members were asked to send questions, comments, and suggestions to Crystal prior to the 

meeting.   

CTL Curriculum Process (Connie Lambert) 

 Connie contacted Linda Hoff regarding the new electronic curriculum system, but has not 

received a response yet.  Connie will follow up, and there will be an update at the next 

meeting.   

CTL Curriculum Outcomes and Assessments (Mark Oursland and Kirk Mathias)  

 We received Outcomes and Assessments from Bobby, Martha, Mark, Robyn, and Shari.  The 

members were asked to look over the outcome examples, and bring comments and 

suggestions to the next meeting. 

Generic Education Degree (Jim DePaepe) 

 The Executive Board discussed the degree at their last meeting, and they are in support of it.   

 This is one of the agenda items for the June 6, 2011 CTL Meeting.   

TPA 

 Pearson is the contracted vendor for the TPA.  We have not been told yet how many TPA’s 

Pearson will score, or how many we will need to score internally.  There is talk that we may 

need to score 25% next year, which would be approximately 100 TPA’s.  Currently we are 

paying trained faculty $150 to score one TPA out of a grant that we have. 

 During the pilot year students will not be charged for the TPA scoring.     

 There will be an update at the June 6, 2011 meeting.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

June 6, 2011 CTL Meeting: 

 The CTL will discuss the TPA, NCATE, NCTQ, and the Generic Education Degree.   

 A comment was made that on May 11, 2011 the Secondary faculty will be meeting, and the 

TPA is an agenda item.   

NCATE: 

 Jim and Connie will be presenting to the President’s Council on Wednesday our reasons for 

looking at dissolving our NCATE membership.   
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 As part of the research in the value of NCATE, Jim sent a survey to 100 school districts 

asking them if it makes a difference in their hiring process if a teacher comes from an 

NCATE accredited program, 90% responded with a no.  Connie and Jim will be presenting 

that information, along with cost to the University in membership fees and site visits, and the 

fact that NCATE will be combining with TEAC to become CAEP.   

 It was pointed out that the Professional Educator Standards Board standards are now more 

rigorous then the NCATE standards.   

 A question was voiced regarding if this would hurt enrollment.  It was pointed out that 

students are not aware of NCATE, unless there is a problem.  It was also pointed out that 

prior to the NCATE visit we were at 1600 students, after the NCATE visit we dropped to 

1400, but now we are back up to 1800.  Some department chairs have discussed 

implementing a cap because of the high enrollment numbers.   

 A question was voiced on whether or not others were concerned about the integrity of the 

program not being nationally accredited.  No other concern was voiced.  We are still an 

NCATE accredited state, and if we drop NCATE there will only be 8 institutions left with 

NCATE accreditation.  Four years ago over half of the institutions in the state were NCATE 

accredited.   

 This will be discussed at the June 6, 2011 meeting. 

 

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS: 

Candidate Admissions, Recruitment, and Retention Committee: (Chair Designee, Crystal 

Weddington) 

 The Committee met on April 28, 2011 and met with five candidates with GPA problems.  

Three of the candidates had not met with Barry to declare options, and were instructed to 

meet with Barry to complete their paperwork.  Four of the candidates were on the borderline, 

but the fifth will probably need to meet with the CARR Committee multiple times.   

 

Diversity and Equity Committee: (Co-chair, Don Woodcock) 

 The forum was held last week, and the committee is waiting for feedback.  They will be 

accepting feedback until Monday.  The proposals will be edited based on the feedback 

submitted.   

 This will be on the next agenda.   

 

Field Experience Office Report: (Director, Jan Byers-Kirsch) 

 Jan put together a spreadsheet to help the members understand the process of pulling 

candidates from Student Teaching.  There were only four students pulled Fall Quarter, two 

pulled Winter Quarter, and seven pulled Spring Quarter.  It was pointed out that with 

approximately 500 students, 13 is a very small number. 

 The spreadsheet indicates who initiated the withdrawal - some of the students withdrew 

themselves.   

 Dispositional was bolded throughout the spreadsheet to show that a number of the students 

that had problems in this area.  Other students simply have problems putting everything 

together when they enter the classroom. 

 The candidate’s supervisor will initiate a Path of Improvement, and if the student doesn’t 

meet the goals then they are pulled.   



Advisory Council Minutes May 4, 2011 Page 3 of 4  

 

 The Student Teaching deadline for Fall Quarter just passed, and Crystal is working on 

clearing candidates.   

 There are over 500 candidates registered for PreAutumn.  The department is trying to get as 

many candidates through this Fall before the new PEP is implemented.   

 

Elementary Education Advisory Council:  (Chair, Susan Donahoe) 

 Susan Donahoe presented a recommendation from the Council.  The first part of the 

recommendation states, ‘We request that the new capstone course for Elementary Education, 

EDEL 423, be team taught by who teach the courses with an effort to have varied subject 

areas and that one team-instructor be tenured or tenure-track whenever possible.’  Connie 

spoke with Ginni Erion and she agreed to this, with the caveat that they would try to do this if 

possible.  Ginni asks that the Advisory Council not have a formal motion.   

 The second recommendation states, ‘Also, in regards to international students (or English 

Language Learners) who may be advised away from Student Teaching and encouraged to 

seek a degree in Independent or University Studies:  1.  Could we have a procedure of 

including the main advisor or at least an advocate for the student present in meeting of these 

types?  2. Could we refer the student to the CARR Committee if it is suspected that a student 

will have major problems (such as with spoken English)?  3. Could the department in which 

the major or minor are housed have a signature of recommendation that the student seems 

ready to Student Teach?’   

 Number 1, the Council agreed that the advisor has the right to be informed if their student is 

struggling.  The Council would like the verbiage ‘international student’ removed.  All 

students should be included in this recommendation.  This part of the recommendation will 

be added to the next agenda for a vote.   

 Number 2, the CARR Committee would be happy to help in this respect.  It is part of their 

charge, but faculty have not previously used CARR for candidates who are in Student 

Teaching because the majority of the Student Teachers are not on-campus anymore.   

 Number 3 was discussed last year by the Advisory Council.  Crystal sent an email to the 

Program Coordinators and Department Chairs asking them if they would like to clear their 

students for Student Teaching.  The majority of the departments said no, the ones that 

responded yes already clear their own students.   

 It was noted that the new program will allow candidates the opportunity to experience the 

classroom prior to Student Teaching; candidates will be able to decide earlier on if this is 

really what they want to do.   

 A question was asked regarding what our limit is on how many times a candidate can take 

the WEST-E.  We do not have a limit.  Some candidates take it a dozen times and still cannot 

pass it.  They are technically done with the program by then, so we can’t limit the number of 

times.  Robyn recommended a pretest by developed for candidates to take.  Psychology has a 

test in place, which took only one quarter to develop.  The test has raised the pass rate to 

98%.  It could be a requirement that all students pass a pretest prior to Student Teaching - 

individual pretests for each endorsement area will need to be developed if this is 

implemented.   

 

Professional Education Program Coordinator Report: (Barry Donahue) 

 There will be a report after the Secondary faculty meet. 

 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: (Mark Oursland) 
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 No Report 

 

Graduate Programs Committee: (Kirk Mathias) 

 No Report 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS: 

 

Assessment Committee: (Co-chair, Jim DePaepe) 

 No Report 

 

Professional Education Advisory Boards: (Connie Lambert, Robyn Brammer) 

 The Teacher Preparation PEAB will be meeting June 10, 2011, followed by the Top Ten 

Student Teacher reception.  This year we have Mary Alice Heuschel as our guest speaker.  

She was the winner of the 2011 WA State Superintendent of the Year Award and nominated 

as one of four for the National Superintendent of the Year Award.  The ceremony will start at 

1:30 this year. 

 The School Psychology PEAB has no report. 

 

Announcements:  (Arlen Parker) 

 The Ellensburg School District will be hosting an open house tonight and Friday night at 

Morgan Middle School.  People are welcome to tour the school and learn a little more about 

why students need a new middle school. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 4:32 PM. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  May 23, 2011 


