
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

THE CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

April 6, 2011 

 

ATTENDING: Robyn Brammer, Allyson Bridge, Jan Byers-Kirsch, Susan Donahoe, Barry 

Donahue, Martha Kurtz, Connie Lambert, Kirk Mathias, Mark Oursland, Shari Stoddard, Don 

Woodcock 

 

MEETING CONVENED: The meeting was called to order at 3:06 PM. 

 

CHANGES TO AGENDA:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the agenda as 

presented. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the minutes as 

presented.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Diversity and Equity Committee Recommendations:  (Don Woodcock) 

 The Ad Hoc Committee will be meeting on Friday at 10:00.  Cristina Santamaria Graff and 

Cory Gann will be heading up this new committee.  There will be an update at the next 

meeting. 

 

Proposal Review Committee:  (Barry Donahue) 

 Barry sent the proposal approval letter to Martha (Science Education).   

 There will be an outline of the new Proposal P Review Committee process on the CTL 

website.  As the new Professional Education Program syllabi are approved, they will be 

uploaded to the website so that faculty can review the outcomes and assessments prior to 

submitting a proposal.   

 

Student Handbook:  (Crystal Weddington) 

 Crystal undated the Student Handbook, but would like the Advisory Council members 

opinion on where to insert the new Student Referral Policy and Procedures.  A suggestion 

was made to insert it after the section on advising, before the section on certificates.   

 A question was asked regarding the WAC on page 6, is it updated?  We will look into this for 

the next meeting. 

 A suggestion was made that the first page should list all of the deadlines, as well as contact 

information for the Office of Field Experience.  Jan will send an email to Crystal requesting 

this change.   

 A suggestion was made that the staff list be moved to the bottom of page two, so that the 

table of contents will start on page three (second page when printed front and back).   

 

CTL Curriculum Process (Connie Lambert) 

 Connie contacted Linda Hoff regarding the new electronic curriculum system, but has not 

received a response yet.  Connie will follow up, and there will be an update at the next 

meeting.   
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CTL Curriculum Outcomes and Assessments (Mark Oursland and Kirk Mathias)  

 The University Assessment Committee membership is changing right now, so Mark is 

waiting to speak to the new members.   

 Mark passed around a handout outlining his ideas for a Learner Outcomes and Assessment 

Form (Guidelines for CTL Courses).  The form lists Outcomes on onside of the table, and 

Assessment Method or Process on the other side of the page.  Between the outcomes and 

assessments it has to be clear what the students have to be able to do, and how they do it.  A 

comment was made that it’s not how they are doing it, but rather how we are assessing that 

they are doing it.   

 Another suggestion was made that the wording be changed to performance indicator, with 

performance indicator clearly defined.   

 A comment was made that there should be one assessment per outcome.  Council members 

disagreed with this comment because each course outcome can have several assessment 

instruments.   

 There was a consensus that the form needs to be user friendly, and once in place, shared with 

the University.  We don’t want to have a form filled out one way for CTL faculty and a 

different way for the rest of the University.  Once we have a form in place we can approach 

the University Assessment Committee.   

 A suggestion was made that the faculty members submit outcomes and assessments from one 

or two of their courses, and we can review them.  Council members should email these to 

Angela prior to the meeting, to be copied and included in the meeting packets.   

 

Generic Education Degree (Jim DePaepe) 

 The Ad Hoc Committee met and discussed the new degree and the process as we proceed.  

They would like to have an open forum with all CTL faculty members to discuss this new 

degree.  The Advisory Council members were in consensus that a forum would be the 

appropriate next step.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Senior Project Presentations at Ellensburg High School: 

 Neil Musser from Ellensburg High School sent an email to Connie offering an invitation to 

faculty, or students within the College of Education to participate as panelists for the Senior 

Project.  Lunch is provided on both days for the panelists. 

 Angela will forward the email to the CTL, please let your students know about this 

opportunity.  Secondary candidates may really enjoy this collaboration with community 

members and students.   

 A suggestion was made that we inquire if our candidates could help with these senior 

projects next year, this would provide a great mentor and field experience.   

 

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

Candidate Admissions, Recruitment, and Retention Committee: (Chair Designee, Crystal 

Weddington) 
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 The Committee received a referral, but the student decided to meet with the instructor prior 

to the CARR Committee meeting and the referral was retracted.  This was an off campus 

student. 

 Jan pointed out that she filled out a contract for a student and sent it to Crystal; however the 

expandable text boxes were not working.   

 

Diversity and Equity Committee: (Co-chair, Don Woodcock) 

 According to Don, CWU is ahead of other universities as far as cultural competency is 

concerned.  The head of the Diversity Committee at Western Washington University was 

surprised to learn about Standard 4, and did not know the definition of cultural competence.  

Western has their NCATE visit a year from now. 

 

Field Experience Office Report: (Director, Jan Byers-Kirsch) 

 The Pre-Autumn deadline just passed.   

 Barry is still working with the Centers to get them on board with the new program.   

 The Student Teaching deadline was moved to May 1
st
 but school districts on the west side are 

having problems placing students that late.    Next year we will need to move the deadline 

back to April. 

 Three new supervisors were hired recently and they are doing an excellent job.   

 

Elementary Education Advisory Council:  (Chair, Susan Donahoe) 

 Ginni Erion will be taking over directorship of the committee; they are in the transitioning 

stage now.   

 The Council met today to work on fine tuning syllabus.   

 There will be a WEST-E Workshop on April 13, 2011.  There are 20 students from Pierce 

that will be participating in the workshop as well.  Crystal Weddington will be doing the 

introduction.   

 

Professional Education Program Coordinator Report: (Barry Donahue) 

 Barry is working with Naomi in the 301 class, preparing to move into the new program.  

They would like to get as many candidates to switch to the new program as possible.  The 

vast majority of the candidates that Barry has spoken to plan to make the switch. 

 Barry is concerned about the Centers accepting the new program.  One of the Centers keeps 

resending their schedule based on the old program.  If they still haven’t created a schedule 

based on the new program by Monday, Barry will create their schedule for them. 

 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: (Mark Oursland) 

 No Report 

 

Graduate Programs Committee: (Kirk Mathias) 

 No Report 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS: 

 

Assessment Committee: (Co-chair, Jim DePaepe) 
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 Connie informed the Council members that we sent a survey out to school districts, asking 

them if our NCATE Accreditation plays a part in the hiring process.  We received the first 

survey back today.  We are seriously looking at our NCATE membership.  In the next few 

years NCATE will cost us around $50,000.  In previous years the NCATE standards were 

more in-depth than the State standards, but this has changed with the State standards 

becoming more rigorous.   We are an NCATE accredited state, and the standards are 

similarly aligned.  Once we receive the results from the school district survey, we will poll 

the CTL.  Alison, the Council Student Representative, pointed out that if you asked students 

if NCATE Accreditation plays a part in school selection the majority wouldn’t know what 

you were talking about.   

 

Professional Education Advisory Boards: (Connie Lambert, Robyn Brammer) 

 The Teacher Preparation PEAB will be meeting June 11, with the Top Ten ceremony 

following.  Connie will be inviting Mary Alice Heuschel to be the speaker at the ceremony.  

Mary Alice won the 2011 Washington Superintendent of the Year, and she was nominated as 

one of four for National Superintendent of the Year.   

 The School Psychology PEAB will be meeting the Friday before Memorial Day.   

 

Announcements:  (Shari Stoddard) 

 Registration has started for the Friday Children’s Art Class.   They already have a large 

number of first graders registered.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 4:53 PM. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  April 20, 2011 


