
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION ADVISORY BOARD 

TEACHER EDUCATION 

March 11, 2011 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lael Wright, Tammie Lenz, Monty Sabin, Denise Hogg, Tobi Beehler, Kathrin Carr, 

Connie Lambert, Jim DePaepe, Martha Kurtz 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Kristine Cline, Jan Byers-Kirsch, Ginny Sorenson, Rexton Lynn, Becky Scholl, Ginni 

Erion 

 

GUEST:  Andrea Sledge, Janet Spybrook 

 

MEETING CONVENED:  The meeting was called to order at 9:12 am 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made to approve the minutes; it was seconded, and approved 

unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A motion was made to approve the agenda as is, it was seconded, and approved 

unanimously.   

 

REPORTS: 

 

 National Center for Teacher Quality - NCTQ (Connie Lambert) 

o NCTQ is working with US News and New Report to survey Teacher Preparation Programs 

across the nation, targeting about a thousand institutions.  They are looking at syllabus, 

handbooks for students, and textbooks.  From that information, and based on standards that they 

have created, they will grade and rank all of the institutions.   

o NCTQ is a nonprofit group backed by foundations that include Gates, Stewart, etc.   

o Jim and Connie attended a conference in San Diego where they attended a panel that included 

representative from NCTQ, News Report, and US News.   

o Right now NCTQ is surveying institutions to find out which ones will participate, and which will 

opt not to.   

o NCTQ does not recognize NCATE Standards, and they believe that State Standards “set the bar 

too low, allowing anyone to pass”.   

o Our assumption, as an institution, is that this is a political move intended to focus attention on 

alternative routes to certification.  They came out in the beginning and stated that Teacher 

Education is broken and that they will be proving it.  A comment was made that teachers who 

obtained there certification through alternative routes usually only stay in the field about two 

years.   

o All of New York and Arkansas has announced that they will not participate.  Washington is 17 to 

5 against participation.  The four publics that are participating all have new Education Deans, 

which may be why they decided to.   

o Jim and Connie met with the new Provost.  She is from Oregon, and stated that Oregon received 

an F as a state; Washington received a D+.   

o If you opt not to play they will still be looking at any materials they can find, and ranking you 

anyway (with an estimated grade).  We will be sending a letter to all alumni, newspapers, and 

school districts informing them of our decision to not participate, and our rationale.  Jim will also 

be working on a survey that will be sent to Principals and Superintendents asking them how they 

feel we are doing preparing future teachers.   
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o NCTQ has stated in numerous telephone conferences that this will be an 18-month research 

project.  Right now they only have five analysts for a thousand schools.   

o We have yet to inform NCTQ that we are not going to willingly participate, but our draft letter is 

at the Public Relations Office.  We will be updating our website anyway for our upcoming 

NCATE visit.   

o A comment was made that we are already evaluated, and we don‟t need yet another evaluation 

(especially if it‟s not beneficial).    The NCTQ Standards have not been vetted, and they were 

only recently published.  Some of the standards are actually impossible for any school to meet.   

o A motion was made to write a letter as a PEAB.  The letter would include the dates syllabus is 

reviewed, and the evaluations.  The letter is to be signed by Lael Wright, Chair.  The motion was 

seconded, and without further discussion passed unanimously.   

 

 Professional Education Program and Field Experience (Connie Lambert) 

o The new Professional Education Program curriculum passed.  New students after September 1, 

2011 will start in the new program.  Students in the old program can opt into the new program if 

they choose too.  We should be able to collect two years worth of data under the new program 

for the NCATE visit. 

 

 TPA (Connie Lambert) 

o The TPA is a national movement.  There are currently 19 states piloting the TPA, including 

Washington, and 48 states have signed on to use the TPA once it‟s in place.  Kim Jones is 

heading the piloting for CWU.  Next year there will be a state wide pilot.   

o The CTL offered training to faculty in December to introduce the new TPA, and there will be 

scorer training offered here on campus in April.  There will be external scoring for the TPAs, as 

well as internal scoring.  The feedback for the faculty, once the scores are determined, will be 

valuable in program improvement.   

o A comment was made that we may need to look into increasing our Student Teaching from the 

current 10 week experience.  Ten weeks may not be a long enough time to complete all the 

sections of the TPA, submit it for external scoring, receive it back, remediate and resubmit.   

o There will be an update at the next meeting. 

 

 NCATE (Connie Lambert) 

o Washington State University has decided to drop NCATE, prompting us to consider our options.  

We are an NCATE accredited state, and therefore must meet NCATE standards already.  We are 

not required to be NCATE members however, and economically NCATE is very expensive.  We 

pay approximately $20,000 a year to belong to NCATE.  When NCATE comes for their review 

visit CWU is responsible for all expenses (travel, meals, hotel, materials, etc).  It will cost us 

over $50,000 in the next two years.  We will still need to be reviewed by the state, but they pay 

for everything.   

o NCTQ has publicly denounced NCATE, and NCATE has not responded.  For the amount of 

money we pay to belong to NCATE we should see some support from them.   

o A suggestion was made that when we announce we are dropping NCATE, we mention that it is a 

state movement.  We should speak with WSU to find out how they handled it.  We need to state 

that we have already passed NCATE and that, since our state standards are aligned with NCATE.  

NCATE is unnecessary.   

o A suggestion was made that we release a letter from CWU and WSU jointly.   

o A motion was made to table the discussion until the June meeting.  The motion was seconded, 

and without further discussion passed unanimously.   
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 Special Education Program (Janet Spybrook) 

o They are in the process of hiring a new faculty member.  A faculty member retired this year, 

another is out sick for the rest of the academic year, and another is on maternity leave.   

o They offer three different options.   

 The first offer is the P-12 Broad Area Major.  In this major they get there Special 

Education as well as beginning Reading and Mathematics. The majority of the students 

that choose this major want to stay in a self contained classroom, or work specifically 

with Special Education students.    

 Most of the students opt to do the P-12 Major with a minor, or double major.  The double 

majors take all of the Elementary Education courses, as well as the Special Education 

courses.  The students are considered highly qualified when they are finished.  The 

students that opt not to double major generally get a minor in TESOL or Early 

Childhood.   

 The third option is a Special Education Minor.  The students that choose this option are 

encouraged to take the extra courses required for the major, in case they opt to return to 

become certified.   

o Janet passed around a student‟s portfolio for the PEAB to look through.  All of the courses 

require an artifact for the portfolio.   

o The program received a grant from the Target Corporation to create exhibits at the Children‟s 

Activity Museum.  They also received the Thayer Grant, used to purchase laptops for students to 

use to find jobs.  Student parents can also bring along their young children who can utilize the 

learning kits provided.   

o Janet, along with Sharryn Walker, has participated in presentations at NWATE, CLD, WABE, 

and the International Reading Association. They wrote a letter that was accepted by the Head 

Start Journal.   

o They have worked with the Children‟s Activity Museum to provide Literacy Activities for 

children with exceptionalities.  They also have an event once a month called Kidtivity at the 

preschool, where parents of disabled children get a break.  They drop their children off and they 

get to have a date night, while their children enjoy fun activities.  They also have put together a 

Soccer Camp and Teen Club for children with disabilities.   

o They are working on an online Masters Degree.  They have struggled to increase the number of 

Masters Degree Candidates here on campus, so this will help a lot.  The Literacy Program is also 

working on an online Masters Degree.  Literacy and Special Education will work together and 

share 3 common foundation courses.  This will open the degrees up to candidates outside of the 

valley.  It is important for programs to revitalize, or they will be cut.   

 

 Professional Certification and National Board Certification 

o Andrea showed the PEAB members the new ProTeach Website.  She also provided a chart 

showcasing the timeline to Professional Certification.   

o The ProTeach Website road map offers a menu for the other pages on the site.  

 The timeline is provided on the site as three different options, a multi-page word 

document, a PowerPoint presentation, and a chart (printed as a handout).   

 Before continuing on the candidate should view:  WA ProTeach Website (link provided 

on page), portfolio overview, entries, facts, guides and documentation, and the scoring 

overview.  When finished that candidate will be better equipped to make an informed 

decision on how to proceed.  The options are listed below on the site: University support 

program, ESD support program, school district support program, an informal working 

group with colleagues, or to work independently.   
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 A ProTeach support program is offered at Central.  The program offers candidates with 

options regarding the amount of support desired, from learning the standards, to guidance 

in evidence gathering and evaluation, to preparation of the portfolio for submission for 

external assessment.  The 2, 4, 6, or 8 (depending on level of support) credits earned in 

the program can be used as elective credits in the Master Teacher Program.  The program 

offers the following courses: 

 ECTL 602 (Teacher Professional Certificate Portfolio Seminar, 2 credits). This 

course is offered quarterly.   

 Teacher Professional Certification standards 

 Descriptions of practice 

 ProTeach portfolio entry directions 

 ProTeach portfolio rubrics 

 Preparation of Entry I (Professional Growth and Contributions) 

 ECTL 603 (Gathering and Evaluating Quality Evidence, 2 credits).  This course is 

offered Spring, Fall, and Winter Quarters.   

 Gathering and evaluating evidence (principles and practices) 

 Descriptive, analytic, and reflective writing (principles and practices) 

 Preparation of Entry II (building a learning community) 

 Begin draft of Entry III (curriculum, assessment, and instruction) 

 ECTL 604 (Teacher Professional Certificate Field Work, 2 credits).  This course 

is offered Spring, Fall, and Winter Quarters.   

 Gathering and evaluating evidence (field work) 

 Descriptive, analytic, and reflective writing (field work) 

 Continued development of Entries II and III 

 ECTL 608 (Teacher Professional Certificate Portfolio Seminar II, 2 credits).  This 

course is offered quarterly.   

 Completion of Entries 

 Preparation of the ProTeach portfolio 

 Review of the ProTeach portfolio in light of the rubrics 

 If a candidate decides to apply to the program they need to fill out an application 

(provided in the next step on the site), they must provide a copy of a valid Residency 

Teaching Certificate, a copy of their current teaching contract, and an $85.00 application 

fee.  Contact information is provided on the site. 

 The final step is a „boot camp‟ for learning Blackboard, everything is completed on 

Blackboard and then they submit online through the ProTeach LiveText Platform.  A 

question was asked on why we are using Blackboard as opposed to LiveText.  Not all 

students are coming from our programs, and there would be an additional cost to the 

candidate for $98.00 to purchase LiveText.  There is no cost for Blackboard.   

 The timeline handout shows the steps through the years.  The Residency Certificate, once 

dated, is valid for three years.  After the three years, they can either obtain their 

Professional Certificate, or apply for a two year extension.  They will need to obtain their 

certificate by the end of the two years.  If the Residency Certificate expires, they will 

have to wait five years for reinstatement.   

o During the first round of scoring only two out of twelve candidates passed.   

o A question was asked regarding the requirement of the Professional Certificate.  The certificate 

is required for all teachers.   

 

 Alumni Newsletter and Apples 

o Lael‟s mother Shirley Dickson Kern was featured in the summer 2010 Central Alumni 

Newsletter.  The article showcases the support provided by Shirley, and her Central classmates 
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during World War II.  As part of her leadership role she and fellow classmates spent three days 

picking apples, in an effort to save the areas crops.   

o Connie‟s father, Wally Leask, attended the University of Washington during World War II.  

Along with two trainloads of fellow classmates, he spent four days in the Wenatchee area 

picking apples.  He and his classmates picked 200,000 boxes of apples.   

 

 Sacred Spaces 

o After lunch members of the PEAB are invited to tour the Sacred Spaces exhibit at the Museum 

of Culture & Environment in Dean Hall.  The exhibit tells the story of petroglyphs on Whale 

Island, a place sacred to the Wanapum people; it is now submerged by the Columbia River.   

 

 Top Ten Ceremony 

o The Top Ten Ceremony will be held on June 10, 2011 at 1:30pm.  This year we have two 

opportunities for guest speakers, Tracy Schepman (WA State Teacher of the Year) and Mary 

Alice Heuschel (WA State 2011 Superintendent of the Year).  PEAB members recommended 

asking Mary Alice first. 

o  

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 12:06 PM 

 


