
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

THE CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

March 2, 2011 

 

ATTENDING: Robyn Brammer, Allyson Bridge, Jan Byers-Kirsch, Bobby Cummings, James 

DePaepe, Susan Donahoe, Barry Donahue, Martha Kurtz, Connie Lambert, Mark Oursland, Crystal 

Weddington, Don Woodcock 

 

MEETING CONVENED: The meeting was called to order at 3:19 PM. 

 

CHANGES TO AGENDA:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the agenda as 

presented. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the minutes as 

presented.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Diversity and Equity Committee Recommendations:  (Don Woodcock) 

 The committee met and decided to create an ad hoc committee to serve as a focus group for 

the recommendations.  They will gather comments from faculty, and reword the 

recommendations.  Cristina Santamaria Graff and Cory Gann will be heading this new 

committee.  Cristina sent an email to the chairs of the three colleges to request a 

representative for the ad hoc committee.   

 The committee will take the lead in putting together a faculty and staff forum. 

 The CTL Executive Board will be meeting on Monday, Connie will ask for recommendations 

for committee members at that time. 

 Don commented that Barry reworded recommendation one.  The recommendation no longer 

sounds confrontational, and Don thanked Barry for his hard work.   

 There will be an update at the next meeting. 

 

Proposal Review Committee:  (Barry Donahue) 

 No Report. 

 Martha asked for the committee comments regarding her accepted proposal.  Barry will put 

the letter together and send it to Martha. 

 Keep on agenda as old business until the next meeting.   

 

Referral Policy:  (Crystal Weddington) 

 Crystal made the recommended changes to the Focus of Concern Form, and sent it to the 

members of the CARR Committee.  Unfortunately the majority of the committee did not 

respond to the email, so she is assuming they agree to the revised form.   

 Members of the Advisory Council commented that they like the Center for Teaching and 

Learning listed at the top of the form.   

 Crystal informed the group that the text boxes will expand as you type.   

 The first paragraph of the form states “and/or dispositional behavior of a candidate enrolled 

in one of the above programs” it needs to be changed to “and/or dispositional behavior of a 

candidate enrolled in one of the below programs”.   
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 The first paragraph states “If the person having the concern feels the Candidate Admission, 

Recruitment, and Retention (CARR) Committee needs to be involved, this form must be sent 

to the Chair of the CARR Committee, Black Hall, room 228, MS 7414.”  Concern was 

voiced that if only some forms were sent to the CARR Chair tracking students with multiple 

professors would be difficult.  All forms need to be sent to the CARR Committee Chair.   

 A motion was made to approve the form with the identified changes.  The motion was 

seconded, and without further discussion approved unanimously.   

 An email will be sent to all CTL members with the forms and policy attached.  A page for 

referrals will be housed on the CTL website.  A comment was made that the form needs to be 

protected, Crystal will fix it.   

 

Electronic Student Handbook Update:  (Jim DePaepe) 

 The new referral process will need to be added to the handbook, along with any other 

updated changes.   

 There will be an update at the next meeting. 

 

CTL Curriculum Process 

 Connie will contact Linda Hoff regarding the status of the new electronic curriculum process. 

 There will be an update at the next meeting. 

 

CTL Curriculum Outcomes and Assessments 

 It was suggested at the last CTL Advisory Council meeting that the Undergraduate 

Curriculum Committee and the Graduate Programs Committee work together on creating 

appropriate examples of curriculum outcomes and assessments.  Mark Oursland, chair of the 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, agrees.  Mark will contact Kirk Mathias, chair of the 

Graduate Programs committee.  He will also speak with the chair of the Faculty Senate 

Curriculum Committee.   

 All Advisory Council members can send example ideas to Mark if they choose.   

 

Generic Education Degree 

 Jim has done some research on Generic Education Degrees.  This new degree will be offered 

to students who choose not to be certified, or are unable to be certified.  Jim found multiple 

books listing career opportunities for individuals with Education Degrees.   

 He found degrees in Europe called Sociological Pedagogy Degree, and Community 

Pedagogy Degree.  He also suggested Curriculum Design Degree, and Instructional Design 

and Technology.   

 A comment was made that the title we choose needs to have curriculum geared towards that 

title.  For example, if you choose to have technology in the title there needs to be additional 

course work in technology.   

 A comment was made that the word education should not be in the title.   

 It was decided that an ad hoc committee should be formed to come up with ideas, and create 

the new degree.  The committee should include a faculty representative from Elementary 

Education, Special Education, Literacy, and the Core.   

 Jim will chair the new committee, Barry will be on the committee, and we will look at other 

faculty representatives to serve.  There should be a total of five committee members, four 

from each subject area, and Jim.   



Advisory Council Minutes March 2, 2011 Page 3 of 4  

 

 

An Informational Event for Future Teachers: 

 This is an informational event for students and is cosponsored by Career Services and the 

CTL.   

 The CTL piece will be the Professional Certification Informational portion of the event.  

Andrea Sledge will be our speaker for this part of the program.   

 There will also be principals, superintendents, and human resources personnel on an 

Administrative Panel who will talk about what they look for when they interview and give 

advice to future teachers.   

 There will also be an interview demonstration preformed by a preselected CWU student.   

 The event will take place tomorrow from 3:00-5:00, following the Education Career Fair.   

 

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

Candidate Admissions, Recruitment, and Retention Committee: (Chair Designee, Crystal 

Weddington) 

 The committee received a referral regarding a dispositional problem.  The committee will be 

meeting on March 9
th

.  The first 45 minutes the committee will interview the instructor, and 

then they will be meeting with the student.   

 

Diversity and Equity Committee: (Co-chair, Don Woodcock) 

 No Report. 

 

Field Experience Office Report: (Director, Jan Byers-Kirsch) 

 The office is preparing for Pre-Autumn registration and Student Teaching.   

 They are currently interviewing for new field supervisors, as they have received several 

resignations.   

 They are also working on distributing all the information required for the new TPA.  Jan, 

along with Kim Jones, will be meeting with the field supervisors tomorrow regarding the 

TPA.  They will let them know what we currently know, what we don’t know, and what we 

hope to know.  This should relieve some of their anxiety.   

 Kim Jones has been piloting the new TPA all year.   

 There will be a TPA training here on campus the first or second week of April.  This will be 

a free training opportunity.  We would like at least one person from each content area to 

attend.   

 There was a question about field supervisors scoring the TPA’s for their students.  The field 

supervisors will not be allowed to score for their own students, but they may score other 

TPA’s.  The field supervisor is thought of as a mentor; therefore it would be inappropriate for 

them to do the scoring.  The purpose is to have objective perspectives.   

 

Elementary Education Advisory Council:  (Chair, Susan Donahoe) 

 They are still waiting to hear the approval status of the Elementary Education curriculum 

changes.  The curriculum does not need to go before the full Faculty Senate.  A comment 

was made that the Professional Core curriculum was approved without having to go before 

the full Faculty Senate.   
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 Martha commented that she has run into roadblocks regarding the Science Education 

curriculum changes.  She commented that although the total number of credits between her 

program and the Professional Education Program has decreased the curriculum committee is 

balking at the number of credits.  A discussion ensued regarding the 75 credit limit.  It does 

not violate Washington State guidelines to have more than 75 credits.  This is simply a CWU 

requirement that was created due to pressure by the legislature to reduce the time to 

graduation.   

 

Professional Education Program Coordinator Report: (Barry Donahue) 

 They are working hard to make sure that the transition to the new program runs smoothly.  

As with any big changes there will be bumps but they are hoping to minimize them as much 

as possible.   

 Right now they, with the help of Ginni Erion, are working on helping the Centers adjust to 

the changes.  Currently Barry has not received schedules from two of the Centers.   

 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: (Mark Oursland) 

 No Report 

 

Graduate Programs Committee: (Kirk Mathias) 

 No Report 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS: 

 

Assessment Committee: (Co-chair, Jim DePaepe) 

 At the last meeting the committee discussed whether to seek alternative options to LiveText, 

or continue to use the LiveText.   

 LiveText asked us to pilot and test an upgrade specific to field experience.  The advantage of 

this upgrade is we would be able to track all demographic information.  The student would 

enter the name of the school and cooperating teacher.  You would be able to sort the 

demographics for the school and the classroom.  We can use this information to showcase the 

diverse settings students are placed in, as well as ensure they receive at least one placement 

in a diverse setting.  There is also a space for writing reflections. 

 LiveText can also work with us on the new TPA.  

 

Professional Education Advisory Boards: (Connie Lambert, Robyn Brammer) 

 The Teacher Preparation PEAB will be meeting next Friday.  The PEAB members have now 

reviewed all of the endorsement areas, and will be starting back at the beginning and 

reviewing them again.  At the last meeting, in December, they looked at the Literacy 

Program.  At the upcoming meeting they will be looking at the Special Education Program.   

 The School Psychology PEAB will be meeting this Friday.  There will be an update at the 

next meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 4:25 PM. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  April 6, 2011 


