
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
THE CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

November 17, 2010 
 
ATTENDING: Robyn Brammer, Jan Byers-Kirsch, Jim DePaepe, Susan Donahoe, Barry Donahue, 
Martha Kurtz, Connie Lambert, Kirk Mathias, Mark Oursland, Shari Stoddard, Crystal Weddington, 
Don Woodcock, Jessica Wood 
 
GUESTS:  Naomi Jeffery Petersen 
 
MEETING CONVENED: The meeting was called to order at 3:19 PM. 
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the agenda as is. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the October 
13, 2010 minutes as is. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 
Professional Core Curriculum (Barry Donahue):   
• Barry distributed a graphic showing the new sequence of courses for the Professional Core.  

Classroom Management and Methods have been switched.  This change was made because 
the content faculty would like their methods courses to follow the core methods course.   

• Last year the program was approved by the CTL, but we have recently learned that faculty in 
the Psychology Department are not happy about the deletion of their PSY 315 from the 
program.  We are hoping that, since we’ve been working on this for almost three years, the 
curriculum will pass through the system so that we have at least one year worth of data for 
our upcoming site visit.   

• In the future we will look at the classroom management course and possibly implement some 
field experience into the class.   

• There was a discussion on whether or not the Advisory Council needs to see all curriculum 
forms again and it was decided that they would look at, and vote, on all changes.  Barry will 
complete the forms, turn them into Angela, and Angela will email them to the Undergraduate 
Curriculum Committee.   

• There was a discussion on whether or not the amount of credits in the program is an issue, 
and if we are in violation of any University Policy.  This program is not a major or a minor 
so the answer is no.   
 

Proposal Review Committee (Barry Donahue): 
• The committee has had a little trouble getting all of the members appointed, but they 

currently have at least one member from each college so they will go ahead and get started. 
There will be an update soon. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

CARR Committee Charge/Referral Policy Issues (Naomi Jeffery Petersen): 
• Naomi distributed a handout outlining her ideas regarding a paper trail for faculty to 

document concerns they have about students.   
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• Naomi discussed her concern and stated that content advisors should be held accountable the 
program level if they do not document dispositional behavior.  A lengthy discussion ensued.  
One committee member said that documenting at the content area level is often not possible 
since faculty members may advise students that they don’t have in class.  This committee 
member explained that many times students meet with her in her office for advising.  Further, 
she stated that it is impossible to assess a student’s potential to be a good teacher in thirty 
minutes.  If the student is in one of her classes and she notices a problem, she then fills out a 
referral letter (per the referral policy) and sends the letter to CARR.   

• There was also concern voiced regarding the rights of the students.  If a student passes all of 
the course work, has all of the required recommendations, and a high GPA, we shouldn’t 
hold them back because we have an opinion that they will not make a good teacher.  The 
student needs to have the benefit of the doubt, and a judgment should not be made. 

• A comment was made that we spent all last year developing the new CTL Student Referral 
Policy.  The policy will provide the paper trail in the future.  Faculty members need to 
remember that this is a new policy; it will take time for a paper trail to develop.   

• There were additional discussions regarding: 
o English as a Second Language students.  One faculty member pointed out that she works 

with the Japanese students on campus.  If there are language and cultural issues we really 
need to be supporting the students, not discouraging them.   

o Transition points and whether or not they are clear.  It was pointed out that there are 
transition points, data are collected for NCATE, and students are aware of all transition 
points (verified by Jessica Wood).   

o Judging the potential of a candidate to become a good teacher without observing them in 
the field.  It was the opinion of several faculty members that students develop their 
professional skills while in the field, many times while in student teaching.  Becoming a 
teacher is a developmental process.  The CTL data has shown that students’ dispositional 
surveys change dramatically from the start of the program to the end of the program.   

• It was pointed out that we actually have very few students pulled from student teaching.  
With 1800 students in the system, we average about 5-10 students a year who are pulled.  

• The paper trail discussion will be added to the next agenda.   
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 

Graduate Programs Committee:  (Chair, Kirk Mathias) 
• No report, but there will be curriculum on the agenda at the next meeting. 

 
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee:   (Chair, Mark Oursland) 
• The committee recommends approving all curriculum with following addition: 

o EDLT 493 and the Literacy Program Change Form need to have a cover letter 
explaining why they have included extra assessments, increasing the number of credits.  
Mark has asked Judy Backlund to send him the letter, but he hasn’t received it yet.  He 
would like the Advisory Council to conditionally approve the curriculum, with the 
requirement of the letter.   

o The Theatre Arts Program Change Form has a typo.  It states 59 credits as opposed to 
59-60 on the clean copy. 

A motion was made, seconded, and with no further discussion all curriculum was approved 
with the above mentioned two conditions/corrections.   
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Candidate Admissions, Recruitment, and Retention Committee:  (Dean’s Designee, Crystal 
Weddington) 
• The committee received a student referral letter.  The members of the committee met with the 

student, and recommended that the student meet with Career Services, and work with the 
Writing Center on his writing skills.   

• The student was previously counseled out of an endorsement program, and we do not have 
policy in place to prevent him from returning as a post bac and student teach.  A change in 
CTL Policy that will be discussed at the next meeting.  If the change occurs there will need to 
be a process in writing for counseling a student out of a program, and there will need to be a 
form that the student signs.  Connie will check with David Shorr to see if he has a form 
already in place that he uses.   

• Crystal would like the CARR Policy and student eligibility for student teaching added to the 
next CTL Advisory Council agenda.    
 

Diversity and Equity Committee:  (Co-chair, Don Woodcock) 
• No Report 

 
Office of Field Experience:  (Director, Jan Byers-Kirsch) 
• Process from approving student teachers 

o Jan BK, Crystal, and Jan Case spent a long week trying to clear students for student 
teaching.  In the past students have continuously missed deadlines, ignored reminders, 
and there was still 75% of the students not cleared after the deadline this quarter.  As of 
November 1, there were still 34 students not cleared.  The students were sent one final 
warning that they needed to get everything turned in within 24 hours.  A question was 
voiced regarding the number of students from the centers out of the 34 students not 
cleared.  It was confirmed that the majority of the students are from the centers.  There 
will be four new Education Directors at the centers, and they are still getting used to the 
job.  There was a discussion regarding the cohort model and that students are used to a 
lot of handholding.   

o There was another discussion regarding missing information from student files.  For 
example one student wasn’t cleared for student teaching because she didn’t have her 
LiveText Dispositional Survey filled out.  This survey is a requirement for admission 
into the program, but the centers are overriding the system.   
 

Elementary Education Advisory Council (Susan Donahoe): 
• The state made changes to the endorsement standards in 2007 that were released in 2008.  

The Council has been working to make certain that we are meeting all of the standards.  They 
have looked at all of the content areas.   

• Susan distributed a handout that showcases all of their recommended changes.  The 
recommendations include: 
o Create an art class to teach how to include all the arts in the curriculum.  Dance, drama, 

music, and visual arts will now be included rather than only music and art.  All four arts 
are now required in order to meet the standards. 

o Change the number of one of two 420 classes in the program to eliminate confusion 
between Language Arts and Social Studies.  EDLT 420 will change to EDLT 422 as 
already approved by the Literacy Program. 
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o Change the total credits for EDEL 420 from 3 to 4 to be consistent with Science and 
Mathematics.  Also, Social Studies is now comprised of four subjects of civics, 
economics, geography, and history.  The added time is needed to meet the added 
standards.   

o Add a new 3-credit capstone course to integrate all the subject areas and to aid the 
development of a portfolio/project.  Any state standards not met by content courses will 
be mastered in this course.   

• Per request Susan will consider adding Art 330 to the basic and breadth recommendations. 
• The curriculum for these changes will be coming through the system soon.   
• A comment was made that the new capstone course will help with program assessment. 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS:  
 
 Assessment Committee:  (Co-chair, Jim DePaepe) 

• No Report 
 

Professional Education Advisory Boards: (Connie Lambert and Robyn Brammer) 
• No Report from either PEAB 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 4:59 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING: December 1, 2010 
 


